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AN ACCOUNT .."n..,.- 

* or TBB ;.'l.". 

y>PESTRUCTION OF THE FLEETS^ 

Of TBB 

CELEBRATED PIRATE CHIEFTAINS 

CHUI-APOO AND SHAP-NG-TSAI, 

®n tl^e Coatft of €^^iw^^ 
Itf Sbptbmbbb avd Ootobbb, 1849, 

BY HER MAJB8TT8 8LOOP •« COLUMBINE," OOMMANDBR 

JOHN CDALRTMPLE HAT| 

8TBAM 8LOOP " FURT,** COMMANDER J. WILLCOXi 

AND HON. B. L CO/8 ARMED 8TEAM VE88EL *• PHLBOBTHON.** 

O. J. NBBLBTT, B8Q., COMMANDER. 

C^UntUA pHrndfoO^ fnm tke Frtst, CotomitU mmi BHUtk, 
Mt jFiiM/rtfrf iU the l/wii, 

bt 

BERESFORD SCOTT, 

FATHASraE AND PUB8BB OP B.K.8. '' OOLUMBIXI.** 
TO WHICH IB AFPBVDBD, 

VSii lucBum of 
THE fIBST ENCOUNTER WITH SHAP-N6-TSAI, 

BT B.M.8.V. " MIDlAf ** OOMXANDXB W. H. LOOKTEB. 
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TO 

CAPT. JOHN 0. DALBYMPLE HAY, B.N. 



Mt pbab Captaiv, 

I HAYS many apologies to offer for pre- 
senting to your notice the accompanying imperfect 
Account of the Expeditions nnder yonr orders for the 
Suppression of Piracy in the China Seas. Severe afflic- 
tion impeded its preparation and completion. I must, 
therefore, daim your indulgence for its appearing in its 
present shape, begging you will accept it, with my humble, 
sincere, and gratefbl respects, as a slight record of my 
appreciation of your great kindness to me. 

I have the honour to be, 

My dear Captain, 
Your most obedient, 

Veiy humble sernmt, 

BEBESEOSD SCOTT. 

BwnU Oak, 

OUUngham, Ktud, 

IM/irfy, 1851. 
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TO THE READER 



Iir the documentaxy portion of this work, it will be 
obvious that the eztracte in several instances dosely 
correspond— in others, that they are identical. The 
Compiler has, nevertheless, thought it advisable, as 
those statements are taken from journals professing 
different principles, to insert them without interfer- 
ing either with matters of detail or with the mode 
adopted by the writers of placing their accounts 
before the public. 
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ACCOUNT 

OF TBI 

DESTRUCTION OF THE FLEETS 

OF 

CHUI-APOO AND SHAP-NG-TSAL 



Several daring acts of piracy were committed 
in the immediate vicinity of the British colony 
of Hong-Eongy during the early part of the 
year 1849, which called forth several articles 
in the local press,* and induced the naval com- 
mander-in-chie^ and, in his absence, the senior 
naval officers for the time being, to concert 
measures, in conjimction with the governor of 
Hong-Kong, for their suppression. Several 
merchant vessels were also missing, one in par- 
ticular, the ** Sylph,"" belonging to the house of 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Ca, with a heavy 

^ ^ Sm Apptndix A, B, 0. 

^ B 
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2 DESTRUCTION OF THE FLEETS 

freight of specie on' bbard ; and it being sus- 
pected by many, that she might have &31en 
into the hands of these daring fellows, a party 
of whom had not scrupled to attack an armed 
Portuguese Lorcha,* when in sight of the lights of 
the town of Victoria^ and the flagnship, the 
** Hastmgs,'' in the month of March or April of 
that year, when, amongst others, the Spanish 
government messenger, conveying the despatches 
to the Spanish minister residing at Macao, and 
who had only arrived the same evening by the 
mail steamer from Europe, was murdered, &&, 
her majesty's steam vessel ** Medea," under the 
command of William N. L. Lockyer, Esq., was 
despatched from Hong-Kong to proceed to the 
west coast of China, in search of the missing ves- 
sels; and as Captain Lockyer's official letter to 
Captain Troubridge, of the ** Amazon,'' the then 
senior officer in China^ contained . the first au- 
thentic official account of the piratical force that 
had been committing so many daring acts in 
and about our own possessions, I shall give the 
letter verbatim in the Appendix markedf, to- 
gether with some extracts from the Hong-Kong 

• Appendix Q. t Apptndix D. 



uyuuyCQ^gle 



OP CHUI-APOO AND SHAP-NO-TSAL 3 

press, showing the extent of piracy at that time, 
A, B, C, and L. 

Presuming that the reader has perused the 
official account rendered by Captain W. N. 
Lockyer, already alluded to, I shall proceed to 
give some further particulars relating to pirates 
and their depredations, as published in the 
colonial press as well as the English papers. 

I shall commence with an extract from the 
Daily News, of the 30th of September, 1849, 
which, oddly enough, further on in the same 
article, mixes up Chinese pirates with Malays 
and Dyaks, as if they were at all connected, 
there being no less than 1000 or 1500 miles of 
open sea between them, and that, too, the Chioa 
Sea. That part, being irrelevant, I leave out 

The following interesting account of the expe- 
dition against the Sakarran pirates, is from the 
Hong-Kong correspondent of the Daily News, 
imder date September 30, 1849 :— 

The attention of the English authorities has been 
long directed to this nest of pirates, who most suc- 
cessfully cut off many junks and small trading vessels 
on their way faenoe* or to Singapore. So long as their 

^ 8io ia origiaaL 

b2 



4 DESTBUCnOK OF THB TUSETS 

atrodties were confined to jnnksy no notice appears 
to have been taken. Other events have transpired 
which have forced the matter on the attention of the 
naval comniander-!n-chie£ On July 11, the hrig 
" Dido** left this port for Singapore and Calcatta, and, 
on the following day, the ** Sylph** (a clipper ship, 
belonging to Messrs. Jardine^ Uatheson and Co.), 
proceeded to the same destination* By a letter which 
appeared from the captain of the '' Dido** in the 
Singapore StraUt TimsB^ it would seem, in beat- 
ing down the China Seas, the ** Dido** was standing 
towards Hainan, when a great number of suspicious 
junks were observed, some of which endeavoured to 
intercept the ** Dido,** but, aided by a fair breeze of 
wind, she got away, after being chased some four or 
five miles. At the time the ** Dido** was standing 
off from Hainan, the ** Sylph** was observed standing 
in, since which nothing has been seen or heard of 
the latter vessel. So long a time has now elapsed 
that little doubt is entertained that she was cut off 
with a cargo of treasure destined for Calcutta. An 
application was made to Admiral CoUier, then at 
Singapore, to despatch her Majesty's steam-sloop, 
''Fury" in search after the vessel; but as this 
powerful steamer was required to accompany the 
admiral, instructions were sent to the senior naval 
officer here^* and Captain Troubridge thereupon 
despatched her Mqesty*s steamer, ''Medea,*' Com- 

. • Hoog-Koog. 
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OF CHUI-APOO AND SHAP-NO-TSAL 5 

numder Lockyer, to Haban. The ** Medea's** draft 
of water was too great to permit her Grossing the 
bar of the river*^ in which the piratical junks were 
careening, and the force was too strong to attempt 
catting them out by means of her boats. Five junks 
were at anchor.in the outer creek; these were most 
effectually destroyed. One seaman of the '* Medea**t 
was killed by a round shot; Mr. Midshipman Wil- 
kinson, four seamen, Sergeant Henwood, and three 
marines, were wounded. The ''Medea** returned to 
Hong-Kong, from .whence she proceeded to Wham* 
poa, to relieve her Mi\je8ty*s sloop, ''Columbine,*' 
which vessel has been ordered home. The " Canton," 
steamer, was chartered by the owners of the " Sylph," 
and steamed for Hainan, having on board a lieutenant 
and party of marines from H.M.S. "Amazon.** On 
the evening of September 9, the " Canton** passed 
the piratical fleet, which had quitted the creek imme- 
diately afteir the " Medea*8*' departure; but had the 
latter blockaded the river until the " Canton** arrived, 
the entire fleet must have fallen into our hands. 
Next morning the " Canton** engaged one junk (the 
boats having been beaten off by a shower of spears 
and stinkpots), but finding themselves no match for 
the steamer, the Chinese took to their boats; some 
reached the shore in safety, but one was intercepted, 
in which were from 50 to 60, the mi^or part of 

* Tienptk Harboor. 
t Ptgt 188; andAppendiz D. 
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6 DESTRUCTION OF THE FLEETS 

whom were killed; the pnaonen were brought on 
here. On the 19th, the ** Fhlegethon,** steamer, pro- 
ceeded in quest of the pirate ehiefi accompanied by 
three boats from H.M.S. *' Amazon," under the com- 
mand of Captain Hay, of the ** Columbine." After 
cruising about^ a junk, which had been captured by 
the pirates, but again liberated, was descried, and 
from the people on board it was ascertained that the 
piratical fleet had sustained great injury by the 
typhoon on the night of the 13th; several wrecks 
were observed at Sah-to, but the pirates had quitted 
that place, and their place of refuge was unknown. 
The *' FUegethon** returned here, and on the 23rd 
again proceeded to sea, with H.M.S. *' Amazon** in 
tow. After various fruitless searches after the pirates, 
the *' Amazon** sailed on the 25th for Singapore, and 
the ^ Fhlegethon'* returned to Hong-Kong. On the 
*' Medea's** reaching Whampoa, Captain Lockyer dis- 
covered six junks at anchor there^ which had formed 
part of the piratical fleet. The intelligence was im- 
mediately communicated to Dr. Bowring, H.M. Consul 
at Canton, who conferred with the Viceroy Seu, and 
the latter approved of a seizure of the junks being 
made. The delay of a day was fatal, for the pirates 
received information of our intentions, and moved off 
during the night. 

IntelUgence reached Hong-Kong on the morning 
of September 28th, to the effect that pirates had 
captured five war junks off the southern point of 
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OF CHUI-APOO AND SHAP-NGhTSAL 7 

Lemma;* these war junks were on tbcir way to the 
Bogue. In passing through Cap-sing-moon, they 
were chased by six pirate boats, which boarded them, 
put their crews to death, and carried the commanders 
(small class mandarins) on shore, where a fire was 
kindled, and the unfortunate officers were burnt 
alive. This outrage on the imperial naval officers 
ought to convince foreigners of the utter helplessness 
of the Chinese executive to uphold authority. The 
Americans appear determined to do something to* 
wards the suppression of piracy. A Canton letter of 
September 27th, observes — ''To-day a petition to 
Congress for two small steamers, capable of steaming 
Id to 20 miles an hour, was headed by B. B. Forbes, 
and signed by the American houses here." The 
''Hastings,** line-of battle ship, with Admiral Col- 
lier, arrived here on the evening of the 28th, and 
his Excellency detained the departure of the mails 
24 hours, so as to enable him to forward his 
despatdies. — 

The next extract I shall offer will be the 
account of an expedition under the orders of 
Lieut Mould, first of the " Amazon," who pro- 
ceeded in the Peninsular and Oriental Naviga- 
tion Company's steam vessel "Canton,'' char- 
tered by the firm of Jardine, Matheson & Co., 

* Near Houg*KoDg. 



8 DESTBUCnOK OF THE FLEEI8 

to the west coast to seek for inteUigence of the 
missmg ships, as before stated. 

I may as well here premise that H.1L steam 
sloop "'iledesL^* alreadyreferred to/had not been 
sent in pursuit of pirates, but to look after the 
Taluable British ships missing; the enooimter 
she had with them was quite imexpected, and 
Captain Lockyer, in the absence of instructions, 
acted on his own responsibility. Much credit is 
due to all concerned in the destruction of so 
many by so small a force, in the presence of 
such numbers.! ^^^ ^^ junks succeeded in 
catting Captain Lockyer and his parly off from 
their return to the /'Medea,'* of which there 
could have beej^vlittle doubt, had not Captain 
Lockyer acted with much judgment, I suspect 
we should hot have had quite so much sympathy 
shown as expressed in some recent speeches 
relative to the destruction of cut-throats, who 
would not spare even their champions if they 
could get hold of them. 

lieutenant Mould was fortunate, with his 
small force, in not fUling in with the main body 

* 8m page 128; tnd Appendix D. 
f Appendix D. 
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OF CHUI-APOO AND SHAP-KGhTSAL 9 

of Shap-ng-tsai's fleet I cannot vouch for the 
accuiaqrof the following extracts, but this I can 
say, that the little band executed the service they 
were employed upon in a very gallant manner ; 
and although they would have been overwhelmed 
with numbers, they were composed of tough 
8tu£^ and would have done their duty. 



The China Mail, October, 1849. 

VBOIC OUB OVEBLAKD EniriON. 

A large portion of our present Overland is occu- 
pied with the subject of piracyi and the measures 
adopted for its suppreisnaon, which last do not seem 
to have been hitherto attended with very flattering 
success. 

For some time past the Chinese traders and Manda- 
rins have been in great perplexity about the formidable 
array of pirates in the south-west, under a celebrated 
leader, popularly known as Shap-ng-tsaL His band 
has mustered in such force on the coast of Hainan 
and in the Gnlf of Tonquin, as to set the authorities 
at defiance; and recentiy at Tien-pahk, an important 
salt marti after capturing upwards of forty junks, 
the pirate chief entered the town in great state, and 
took possession of it^ levying tribute from the inha- 
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10 DESTRUdlOK OF THE FLEETS 

bitantSy ond raising the amount of hkudk maU i 
upon thesalt-junkfl from 30 to 120 dollars. 

The authorities, unable to cope with Yarn, adopted 
their usiuil mode of dealing with a too formidable 
enemy, by offering pardon of past offences, and rank 
and fovour for the future* But according to infor- 
mation before us, confirmed by the reported move- 
ments of Shap-ng-tsai himself, it is doubtful that the 
immediate disbandment of his forces formed a condi- 
tion of the amnesty: it seems more probable that it 
was contemplated to make, them available against 
other hordes of pirates who have long infested the 
east coast, so soon as a bargain could be struck 
with Shap-ng-tsai for tlieir suppression. He has 
already given evidence of his capacity for sudi ser- 
vice by defeating a rival named Lo,* four hundred 
of whose followers he captured and sent to the 
Governor-General at Canton, who, however, demurred 
to the victor's demands, especially the pecuniary 
part It is supposed that he has recently been in 
the neighbourhood of Canton, whither, a Chinese 
correspondent assures us, he came to n^otiate with 
the high authorities; and unless the damage he 
has recently sustained by the taifoong, and by the 
visits of our men-of-war and of the ^ Canton** steamer 
•to hb head-quarters, has seriously crippled him, 
S|iap-ng-tsai, under some other name, and with the 

^ Tliis, ir« presmne, is hit family name, bat he bad, of doortt i 
a HOMiiMife-jFHeiTe, bj whieh ha was genarally knowm 
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OF CHUI-APOO AND 8HAP-NQ-TSAI. 11 

rank of a Mandarin, may become an efficient agent 
in suppressing piracy, improving upon the hide-and- 
seek of the Chinese navy, and the haphazard doings 
of either foreign men-of-war or armed merchant 
vessels. Possibly therefore the Chinese authorities 
look upon our present interference as inopportune; 
and since it has been so long delayed, perhaps they 
would now rather not have it* 

It has been alleged that the existence of this 
organized pirate fleet was until lately entirely un- 
known to foreigners in China; but it is now nearly 
two years since Captain Howard, of the schooner 
f Caroline,** reported the circumstance, adding that 
the vessels were exceedingly well appointed for 
Chinese, and that the crews were regularly drilled 
in the practice of gunnery; besides which, when 
Chui-apoo disappeared after the Wong-maou-kok tra- 
gedy,! it was rumoured here that he had gone down 
the west coast to join the well known pirate chief 
Shap-ng-tsai. Other instances might be adduced to 

* There is something Abont a recent occurrence that seems 
to confirm this view. The "Medea," which has been stationed 
at Wbampoa since her return flrom Hainan, received information 
of some suspicious -looking jnnks near the Bogue. The com- 
mander of the steamer reported the circumstances to the consul 
at Canton, who communicated with the Chinese government, by 
whom an officer was sent to accompany the tice-consul and 
interpreter to the spot. The arrangements having been set about 
with Chinese deliberation, before the << Medea" got to the 
Bogue the supposed pirates were gone. 

f Murder of Captain Da Costa and Lieutenant Dwyer. 
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show that foragnen were oogmzant of the fact It 
would thua appear that ao long aa the piratea re- 
frained from meddling with na, our authoritiea did 
not eonaider themadvea called upon to interfere with 
them; and, aa ataied elaewhere^ even the capture 
and future ransom of a vessel, Britiah owned and com- 
mandedy but Chinese rigged and manned,* reported 
nearly three montha ago by the master to the British 
Consul, and by him to the Superintendent of Trader 
/ was passed over. Subsequently, however, a British 

clipper canying treasure to Calcutta was missing, 
and fears being entertained that she might have 
i fallen into the hands of the same pirates, H. M. 

I steamer ''Medea** waa despatched to their head- 

) quarters on the dth, and three days afterwards the 

I owner, of the -Sylph- d«rt««d the p. 4 0. Co.'. 

{steamer ** Canton** for the aame purpose. Neither 
of them were able to get any tidings of the missing 
\ ship, but both had encounters with the pirates. The 

I ^ Fhlegethon** has since been sent twice to the same 

' quarter, without effecting anything. The operations 

( of the first two vesseb are detailed in another 

i column; but though the damage they did was con- 

\ . aiderable, it may not be enough to crush a chief who, 

/ it is said, could boast of one hundred sail of armed 

[ joBk. uid eight thousuid MowetB. 

Twenty-five men captured by the ''Canton'* were 
I brought to Hong-Kong^ where one of them who 

• Tid« Appendix A. 
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OF CHXn-APOO AND SHAP-NGMRSAL 13 

was severdy wounded has since died; and as it was 
discovered that he had also disease of the liveri which 
might have proved fatal some time^ the jury found 
that he died by the ** visitation of Ood T The rest 
of the captives were examined before the police 
magistrate, and as no case could be made out to go 
to trial, they ought of course to have been dis- 
charged; but instead of this, they have been sent to 
the Chinese Viceroy, to be dealt with as he sees fit 
The constitutional legality of this step is even more 
doubtful than their capture.* 

Our readers are referred to an article on Cumsing- 
moon for some curious episodes to the other narra- 
tives about the pirates of HaimuLf 



FUBTHEB PARTICULARS OF THE CRUISE OF THE 
*' canton" and ENOAOEICENTS WITH PIRATES. 

In addition to her usual crew the '' Canton** had a 
party of twenty-four seamen and four marines, be- 
longing to her Majesty's ship ^ Amazon," under the 
command of Lieut Mould and Mr. Edye, of that 
ship. Mr. Olding, agent to the company; Mr. Bow- 
ring, j; and Captain Soames, late of the ''Corsair/ 
were also on board. The naval force was put on 
board by the senior naval officer in command, for 

• Appendix E. f Ibid. H, I, K. 

I- Son of Dr. Bowring, H. M. Conral in Canton. « 
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14 DESTRUCnOK OF THB FLEEI8 

tbe protection of the vessel in the event of her 
&Iling in with pirates. 

At 8 P.M., on the 8th of September, the " Canton" 
left Hong-Kong and proceeded to Macao, having 
been previously circulated for that place. She 
arrived there at midnight^ landed her passengers, and 
early on the 9th got under weigh for St John's, that 
being the first pUce at which it was thought pro- 
bable that information might be obtained. 

At 11 iuir., while running down the east coast of 
the island, she sighted a laige junk in shore, with 
one or two smaller ones a-head. The jolly-boat was 
lowered, and Mr. £dye, with four seamen, put oS for 
the purpose of communicating with the laiger junk. 
They had no sooner left the ship's side than it was 
observed that she was heavily armed and manned, 
and that her crew were loading the guns and making 
every preparation for resistance* Upon this lieu- 
tenant Mould had the ''Amazon's** catter lowered, 
armed, and manned, and made a dash in for the 
TcsseL On seeing the boats leave the steamer, the 
pirates took to the water, and made up the hill side. 
After boarding her and securing three prisoners 
(two men and one woman), the men landed and gave 
chase, and succeeded in killing four or five. In the 
meantime Captain Soames boarded a small salt junk 
in company. He was informed that she had just 
been plundered by the large junk, and that half of 
the pirate's crew were in an a4)oining bay. The 
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OF CHUI-APOO AKD SHAP-NQ-TSAL 15 

papers of the pirate were all secured, also a flag 
known as that of Shap-ng-tsai, the notorious west- 
coast pirate. She had an armament of 11 guns, one 
of which was a 24-pound carronade, apparently 
English, for which they were making a new carriage. 
The captain's name is Ahung — a Hong-Kong man. 

The junk was then towed out into deep water and 
set fire to; upon the fire gaining head it was found 
that her guns were all loaded and shotted. The 
three prisoners were shortly examined: they stated 
that they had been captured by the pirates, and kept 
agamst their will 

At 2.30 p.H. the ** Canton'* proceeded on her way, 
and at 6.20 boarded a junk bound for Macao with a 
cargo of sugar. She reported having been captured 
by Shap-ng-tsai, and ransomed for 1100 dollars; 
also that the pirate fleet was still at Tien-pahk, H.M. 
steamer '' Medea" being in that neighbourhood. 

At 11.30* the steamer passed through a fleet of 
large junks, in number about twenty-three. This was 
afterwards ascertained to be Shap-ng-tsai's squadron; 
but it appearing probable that they were traders 
sailing together for mutual protection, no notice was 
taken of them. 

At 3 a.nL on the 10th, the ** Canton" anchored off 
Tien-pahk; the night was dark, and the ''Medea" 
could not be seen. 

At 4.30 the cutter and jolly-boat left the steamer 
* P.tf .« I bclieyt. 
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to board three jankf anchored ahead; both polled 
for the largest^ and when within a ftw jarda th^ 
were saluted with a fire-pot^ which fell into the 
caiter, and burnt the men aeverelj. Under the 
amoke of the fire-pot many pikea were thrown; 
some of which struck in the cotter^a aide without 
iiguring the crew. 

Fmding that the junk could not be carried bj 
boardings without great loss of life^ the two boats' 
returned to bring up the ateamer. Two boats, with- 
alarge number of men, were seen toleare the junks,* 
and then make for the land. The steamer opened- 
fire on them, but thqr succeeded in reaching the 
shore. The anchor was then weighed, and the' 
''Canton" stood towards the large junk, Mr. Edye 
being despatched with the cutter and jolly-boat to 
cany the small junks: one of them got on shores 
and was dismantled by the natiTCs; the other Mr. 
I Edye succeeded in bringing oS When the steamer 

I got under w^h, another party of from fifty to jnxty 

men, armed with swords and fire-pots, also got into 
I a large boat, and attempted to escape; they were 

i intercepted by the steamer, and a ToUey of musketrj^ 

• poured into them by the marines and seamen. Many 

j were killed, one or two reached the land, and eleven 

I were captured. 

\\ The large junk carried nineteen guns; the small 

one had four, which were turned orer on deck, it 
appearing that others had been thrown overboard. 



i 
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In the latter, mx persons were taken. Shap-ng-t8ai*s 
flag was found on board both; also the ship's papers. 
The junks were lashed together and set fire to. 

At this place they had no communication with the 
shore, but the prisoners stated that Shap-ng-tsai had 
sailed on a cruise the day before; the laige junk 
(No. 9 of his fleet) which had been destroyed, was 
getting up her anchor to join him. After the junks 
had exploded, the steamer proceeded on her voyage, 
touching at Nowchow and Pootseen, without getting 
any information. On the 11th, she arrived at Hoi- 
chow,* between three and four in the afternoon. On 
coming to an anchor, the " Canton** fired a salute of 
thr^ guns:t the water being shoal, she anchored a 
long way off. The ''Amazon*s'* cutter then pro- 
ceeded on shore with Lieutenant Mould, Captains 
Jamieson and Soames, and Messrs. Olding and Bow- 
ring. Upon landing at the town, the party was met 
by a large concourse of people, attracted by curiosity, 
their conduct being firiendly in the extreme. One 
of the Chinese came forward, and, in good English, 
asked the object of their visit; he said he had arrived 
there from Hong-Kong about five months ago, to 
take in a caigo of sugar, but Shap-ng-tsai's fleet 
appearing off the place, his junk, with others, was 
seized by the mandarin, and sent out to fight the 
pirates. His junk was captured, and since then he 

* On the Itlaiid of Hainan, 
f ThB Qtnal Cbin«M salute. 
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had been living on the island, where he was treated 
kindlj by the mandarin, of whom he spoke in high 
terms. He offered to conduct the party to the 
mandarin's house, saying they would receive a kind 
welcome. The town* was of a good size, said to con- 
tain about 2000 houses; the streets were laid out 
regularly, well paved, and kept dean, many of the 
^ops being equal in size to those of Canton. 

Upon reaching the residence of the mandarint they 
ascertained from his attendants that he was not at 
•home, but that they would send for him, as they 
were satisfied he would be anxious to see the party. 
After some delay he arrived, and evinced the greatest 
cordiality, expressing himself highly delighted at the 
<»ipture of the pirate vessels, which had been taken 
on the way down. He entreated that some of the 
prisoners might be handed over to him; which re>- 
quest could not be complied with. He stated that 
Shap-ng-tsai had twice attempted the place, Ming 
to take the town from the water being too shallow 
for the pirate junks to get in. 

On one of these occasions they landed with a force 
of 1500 men, which he headed in person, carrying 
luB own banner. He was met by the people of the 
town and mandarin soldiers, and succeeded in domg 
no further harm than destroying one or two houses. 

^ Hoe-how, OB tbe Island of Hainan, 
f Hwang, rank of mi\|or-f»neraL 
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His last visit was two months ago; the one previous 
six months before that. 

The mandarin expressed his conviction that no 
English vessel had been captured, except Naylor's 
junk;* had such a capture taken place, it was ex- • 
tremely improbable that he would not have heard of 
it. He showed the letters which Captain Naylor 
had left with him ; thej testified to the kindness and 
hospitality he had received. 

After some further conversation the party took 
leave, as it was getting late, and the tide was falling 
rapidly. The mandarin put a pilot on board the 
cutter, to pilot her down the creek (or river) to the 
'< Canton;** on the way down they got ashore, and 
did not reach the vessel until three o'clock in the 
morning. At the entrance of the creek, forts had 
been erected; the mouth was also staked nearly 
across, to keep the pirates out, a narrow passage 
being lefU 

On the morning of the 12th, between seven and 
eight o'clock, the mandarin returned the visit, ac- 
companied by a large suite; he brought presents of 
bullocks, pigs, fruit, tea, (be. He was shown over 
the vessel, and expressed himself highly delighted 
and surprised; his request to be taken a short turn 
round the harbour was also complied with. After 
partaking of refreshments, and having seen the pri'^ 
soners and the captured flags— which latter he at 
• VideApiMDdixA. 
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onoe reoogiuaed as Shap-ng-tsai's— bo took his de- 
parture. 

As soon as he left (at half-past nine) the steamer 
prooeeded on her way back to Nowcbow. Anired 
there aboat half-past three in the afternoon, and 
landed the pilot ; also, at her own desire, the woman* 
and child taken out of the junk at St John's. The 
steamer then stood on her cruise, and at 11.50 came 
to an anchor at 6ui-tong on the main. 

At 5.25 A.1C, on the 13th, again weighed, and at 
ttx spoke a fisherman, who informed them thai 
pirates were dose at hand. At nine A.H., sighted 
two junks (one of a considerable sise), which they 
were informed were piratical Tcssels. Oare chase to 
the laige one^ and obliged her to run to leeward of a 
promontory, from which it did not appear she could 
escape. Thqr then left her, and proceeded after the 
•mailer one^ which was using great exertions to get 
away. The steamer drove her into a small bay, in 
which was situated a huge-sized Tillage. On being 
hard pressed, the crew ran her ashore, and attempted 
to land. The natires and soldiers from the neigh* 
bouring town of Mamee mustered in strong force, 
and showed a determined opposition, cheering the 
steamer, and calling out to fire on the pirates, a few 
of whom had taken to the water. Those who landed « 
were mstantly stripped and cut down. That portion 
of the crew which had remained on board were glad 
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to surrender to the cutter, which had been lowered 
on purpose to l)oard her. The number of prisoners 
taken was nine men and one woman, the wife of the 
captain. The exact number seized and killed by the 
natives was not ascertained, but the number must 
have been considerable. 

The tei-po (head man of the village) thanked the 
foreigners for what they had done; stating that the 
first junk chased was a piratical vessel of some im- 
portance; that, if the steamer would follow her up, 
he would send his soldiers overland and prevent the 
crew from lauding. After securing the papers of 
the prize, and setting her on fire, the steamer pro- 
ceeded in chase, but found that the junk had got out 
from where she had been embayed, and was running 
off before the wind at some distance. Chase was 
given, and in little more than half an hour they 
came up with her, but were unable to seize her in 
consequence .of her entering a narrow passage be- 
tween a small island and the main. Finding that 
the junk kept doubling to and fro in the passage 
Captain Jamieson determined to carry the steamer in. 

On entering, the pirate rounded to, and fired a 
broadside, without doing any damage; it was re- 
turned from the ''Canton's" guns and her 12-pound 
carronade on her forecastle. The pirate fired a 
second broadside, which was returned in like man* 
iier; she then ran dose in shore, and ]et go her 
anchor, the cr«w making for the land, liey were 
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at once made prisoners by the soldiers, and were 
inarched inland. lieutenant Mould shoved off in 
the cutter, accompanied, in addition to her crew, by 
Mr. Bowring and four marines, and boarded the 
junk. The sea, however, was running so high that 
no sooner had they got on board, than the cutter 
filled and went on shore. The ** Canton's** life-boat 
had been lowered to keep company in boarding, but 
went after the cutter. She was unable to reach her 
before she had got into the surf, and by Lieutenant 
Mould's direction, she returned to the steamer, on 
purpose to carry out a hawser to make fast to the 
junk, with a view of towing her off before she broke 
up^ The hawser was made fiist, but carried away; 
"with much difficulty a stronger one was taken out, 
the ^Canton's** life-boat proving perfectly effective, 
though filled with water, and repeatedly buried be* 
neatii the waves. 

By lieutenant Mould's direction, the steamer lay 
at anchor until he signalized to make another at^ 
tempt^ he hoping as the tide rose the junk would 
come off with less difficulty. 

The natives in the meantime collected in vast 
numbers, and, though evidentiy eager for plunder^ 
rendered every assistance in their power to Lieutenant 
Hould and his party, dragging the cutter with diffi-^' 
ddtj from a considerable distance where she had 
gone on shore^ towards the junk, to the nde of 
wbieh they at last succeeded in gettmg her. 
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In the course of an hour after the first hawser had 
given way, the junk appeared to float, and Lieutenant 
Mould signalized the ''Canton** again to attempt to 
tow her off. She continued to do so for ahout half 
an hour without success, and it was then observed 
that the junk had foundered. 

The life-boat was then despatched for Lieutenant 
Mould's further instructions, and by his direction she 
returned to the steamer, the sea running so high 
that it was impossible for her to render any assist* 
ance. 

The "Canton** then went farther off shore, and 
anchored for the night, all on board feeling the 
greatest anxiety for the safety of those remaining in 
the junk, as when last seen she was evidently break- 
ing up, and the sea was making a clean breach over 
her. During the night the gale increased in fury, 
and when day broke (on the morning of the 14th) a 
fearful surf was running in shore, and no human 
being or vestige of the wreck was visible* As the 
glass continued to fall, and the gale increased in fury. 
Captain Jamieson considered it necessary to run for 
a safer anchorage, and by the advice of the Chinese 
pilot on board, made for the small bay of Mamee, 
which she reached safely, and brought up with both 
anchors, well protected by the land. 

A look out was kept during the day for the party 
left on board the junk, and about two o'clock in the 
afternoon one of the seamen of the ''Amazon** was 
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observed waving a small flag on the shore dose to 
the town. In the oonrse of a short time four sea- 
men came alongside in a sampan, which had been 
readily .furnished by the townspeople,* and stated 
that the party was safe, and had been well treated. 
The life-boat was then despatched, and by six o*clodc 
they were all on board. They reported, that shortly 
after the steamer left them the mainmast of the Jnnk 
had fJEdlen, and she had parted in two; that abont 
nine o'clock she fiedrly broke up, and that all got on* 
shore on her mainsail, accompanied by a Chinese 
woman, who, when the hold filled, made her appear- 
ance from below. Upon reaching the shore she was 
instantly sdzed by the mob, and handled as the men 
were on the previous day. 

On landing they were addressed by a Chinaman, 
who, through the interpreter, desired them to follow 
him without loss of time^ as^ though the majority of 
the people were good there were many bad among 
them. He took them to a village about a mile 
inland, where they were housed for the nighty and 
furnished with provisions. The following morning 
he escorted them over the hills to the town of 
'Mamee^ about five miles distant^ where he rightly 
eoi]\iectured the steamer would be. 

Shortly before entering^ they discovered, in a small 
joflB-house by the roadside, a num, who was instantly 

• If tlM paitj bad sol been emplojed on tuoh lerriM, it it 
WMf thaa vrob«U« thtj would havo been m-trtaUd. 
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recognised as one of tbUe piratic&l c^evr. He wa^ 
seized by the Chinese and taken away prisoner. 

At daybreak on the 15th, the steamer got under- 
weigh and proceeded to Hong-Kong, observing, as 
she left her anchorage, several junks making off from 
the neighbouring harbours, which were pointed out 
by the people of the place as piratical craft Beyond 
sighting a large vessel bottom up, apparently a 
fishing boat, she observed nothing of interest during 
the return passage, and came to anchor in Hong-Kong 
harbour a little before 1 a.h. on the 16th. — JEx- 
tracted from the Weat of England Cmatrvaiwe 
Jmmal, 29(& ITaoember, 1849, 

The now well-ascertained stren^h and crui^ 
ing-ground of so laige a piratical force so near 
the colony of Hong-Eong, naturally created a 
good deal of anxiety and excitement amongst 
all classes of her Majest/s subjects in Cbina^ 
and the difierent versions of the recent actions 
formed the general subject of conversation. 
There were not a few who thought it not 
improbable that one or two thouisand of these 
miscreants might, in tho dead of nighty mako 
a descent upon Victoria and its well-storea 
treasuries, and cany all before them; four or 
five hundred gun% of various calibre, and 2000 
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or 3000 determined villainy might have done 
much mischief before a regular movement of a 
body of soldiers^ in a place so open as Victoria^ 
could act against or dislodge them^ especially if 
there happened to be no vessel of war in the 
harbour^ which not unfrequently happened. 
The only vessels pertaining to the navy, in that 
case, bemg the ''Minden,'' store-ship, and ''Alli- 
gator/' hospitalHship, and those defenceless, in a 
measure. 

In the early days of the settlement it was 
not uncommon (I believe, although I regret I 
have not the accounts before me to write from) 
for extensive robberies to be committed by 
parties of armed men, who landed suddenly 
and omtdtaneously at different pointa The 
writer has repeatedly heard many stories of 
such depredations recounted, during his stay in 
*China^ from old residents^ who were well able to 
speak to the taxsts,^ 

A great deal of communication between 
Canton, Hong-Kong, and Macao, is carried on 
by means of a dass of vessels called fast-boats, 

• Vido Appendis X^ 
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vrliich axe, in fact^ a small class of '' junk-built ! 

vessels/' fitted with a comfortable cabin, &a^ for i 

the convenience of passengers. They generally 

sail veiy well, and perform the distance between I 

Hong-Eong and Canton in about twenty-four 

hours, and seldom carry more than five or six 

men ;. so that the constant excitement kept up 

by the vicinity of the pirates was very injurious 

to the comfortable carrying on the usual com- I 

mercial intercourse, as people had to go well , 

armed, and then not without reasonable cause 

for alarm. 

" live-shell," and the best British gunpowder, 
could be as easily procured at the shops in 
Hong-Eong as in London, as well as guns of all 
sorts^ sizes, and descriptions, brass as well as 
iron, and we may well presume that the owners 
of the stores wotdd not be over scrupulous as to 
whom their articles were sold, so long as they 
got the money. 

It was notorious that the pirates had agents 
in the town of Victoria, who kept them informed 
of evexy movement ; and it was pretty well 
known that they drew their supplies of eveiy 
kind firom the colony; so that the movements 
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of our countrymen could not be undertaken 
without much risk, which was.a source of greet 
inoonvenienca* 

The Canton Biver and the vidnity of Hong^ 
Eong and Macao, being infested, or, rather, 
inyested, by these strong bands of pirates^ 
caused her Majes^s steam sloop "Inflexible'' 
to be sent to a small island near, where CSom* 
mander Hoseason destroyed a number of men 
and yesselsyf and, amongst a variety of articles 
of European manufacture, such as portmanteaus 
and travelling paraphernalia, the patent of 
nobility conferred by the Queen of Spain on 
the Captain-Qeneral of Manilla^ was recovered 
This had been stolen, with other valuables^ firom 
the Spanish messenger already alluded to at 
page 24 and proved the connexion the small 
island had, with its community, with the 
pizatea 

This small piratical settlement is scarcely out 
of view firom Hong-Kong harbour, and is in the 
direct route to Hacaa 



^ mU Appendix F, O, H, I, K. 

t i^pendix and E. 

t SobM^ntnar fonrtidod to If siiflU by ICr. Boabam. 
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Frequent applications were made to the 
senior officer for armed boats to proceed to 
different places on and around Hong-Eongi 
to assist the police in capturing pirates, but 
their movements were generally so rapid and 
well-planned, that, by the time the expedi- 
tions were under weigh to look after them, they 
were forty or fifty miles off, in an opposite 
direction. 

A boat from the ** Amazon'' was out on one 
of those expeditions* undertaken on good in^^ 
formation, but returned, after traversing the 
different bays, &a, in the neighbourhood a 
whole night and day without succesa This 
living in hot water, as it were, to the trading 
community, was very prejudicial to British 
interests, and certainly did not add to the 
national credit in the eyes of ourselves or of 
foreigners ; and as there was considerable diffi- 
culty in proving acts of piracy against such as 
were captured,! Hong Eong juries having, as in 
England, to guard the guilty as well as innocent 
from being convicted of crimes that could not 

• Appendix F» f Appendix and H, &e» 
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be actually proved, for want of dvred testimony 
of the &ct of having committed acts of piraqTi 
although morally convinced that the prisoners 
were pirates, made the responsibility of attack** 
ing them less enviable than necessary ; and cer- 
tainly, it may be presumed, did not induce 
either his excellency the Governor or the senior 
officer to interfere more with the native craft 
than necessity absolutely compelled. 

It is fortunate, however, that public opinion 
came to the rescue of public and private pro- 
perty from violent hands, whether the per- 
petrators could be convicted or not^ and led, as 
we shall see in the course of this narrative, to 
the expeditions that ultimately succeeded in 
cutting off in the midst of their prosperity so 
many daring bucaniers, of whose piratical 
depredations on the properties of almost every 
nation, there could be no doubt; although to 
convict them before a respectable British jury, 
would have proved a difficulty almost insur- 
mountable. 

The &ct, of which there were so many daily 
proofs before us, of the actual presence of pirates 
amongst the boats and shipping in Hong-Eong 
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harbour,* cauaed a great deal of natural anxiety 
to all parties ; but^ as I have already observed, 
the responsibility of attack was not enviable ; 
and although the direct testimony of a British 
subject to her Majest/s consul in Canton, 
through the mandarins on the coast of Hainan, 
proved their interference with British property, 
still there was much diffidence exhibited, and 
with much reason. Human life is not to be 
wantonly sacrificed, and the humble writer of 
these pages can bear testimony to the reluctance 
on the part of all concerned, to imdertake its 
destruction, however guilty, excepting under 
the circumstances of its being in the execution 
of a solemn sentence, decreed by the common 
law of nations. 

I shall conclude this digression with the 
opinion often expressed, but not the less appli- 
cable, of a learned commentator on this subject^ 
who thus writes :— • 

^ Piracy is robbery, or a forcible depredation, on 
the high seas, without lawful authority, and done 
animo Jurandi, and in the spirit and intention of 

• Appendix F, 0, &o. 
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univenal hogtility. It is the same offence at sea witb 
robbeiy on land ; and all the writers on the law of 
nations, and on the maritifaie law of Enrope, agree 
in this definition of piraqr. Pirates have been 
regarded by all dyilized nations as the enemie$ qf th$ 
kiman race, and the moH aitrociaui viobUen </ the 
univenal law of eoddy. They are everywhere pnr^ 
sued and punished with death; and the severity 
^th whidi the law has animadverted on this crime, 
arises from its enormity and danger, the cnielty that 
aoeompanies it, the necessity of checking it, the dif- 
ficulty of detection. And the facility with which 
robberies may be committed upon, pacific traders in ' 
the solitude of the ocean." 

''Every nation ka$ a right to attaek and extermi^ 
nale them unthaut any dedaration of wxr ; tor 
though pirates may form a loose and temporary 
association among themselves, and re-establish, in 
some degree, those laws of justice which they have 
violated with the rest of the world, yet they are not 
eoneidered ae a national body, or enHded to the lanoe 
qfone, aeoneqf a eommunUy of tM^iona.** — Km£e 
CommeniarieB, Lect. iz., voL 1, p. 183, ed 1844. 

I beg^ however, to refer my readers in this^ 
place^ to somd curious details contained in some 
extracts from tho Hong-Kong press, relating to 
a very suspicious affiiir that oocuzred at an. 
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opium station not far from Hong-Eong ; they 
will be found at page 205, and marked H. L E. 

The United States' Commodore, Geisinger, was 
most anxious to co-operate with us (the British 
authorities) in the suppression of piracy; the 
extracts I have referred to will show how de- 
sirous he was himself, as well as the gallant 
officers under his command, to' render evexy 
assistance in furtherance of justice, by their 
courteous appearance at the Supreme coiurt at. 
Hong-Eong, to give such testimony as might 
bring to light and clear up the doubtful affair, 
abready referred to in the Appendix H, I, E, and 
which certainly could leave no doubt of the 
woman's communication with the pirates, at 
any rate. 

On the return to Hong-Eong of the "Canton,**, 
with Lieutenant Mould, Captain E. N. Trou- 
bridge, of the "Amazon,'' the senior officer, 
directed Commander Hay, of the " Columbine," 
to take a party of seamen and marines in the 
Hon. EI;C. steam-vessel " Phlegethon," and to 
proceed to the west coast in search of Shap-ng- 
tsaL The following account of this trip appeared 
in one of the Hong-Eong papers : — 
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We have gathered the following particulars of the 
last croise of the H.C. Steamer " Phl^thon," from 
the recital of some of the ofBcers of the expe- 
dition :-^ 

Orders having been received from the senior officer. 
Captain Troubridge, of H.M.S. '' Amazon/ to pro* 
ceed inunediately in search of the fleet of Shap-ng- tsai, 
the west coast pirate, the H.C. Steamer ^'Fhlegethon,** 
with sixty seamen and marines, and towing three . 
boats of H.M.S. ^ Amazon,*" under the command of 
Captain Hay, of H.M.R << Columbine," at 1 p.x. of 
the 19ih, got under weigh and proceeded to Chung- 
chow, rounded the Lamma and searched all the bays ' 
of both blands. On the morning of the 20tb, the 
steamer passed between Tylow and Cow-cock on the 
west coasts where a small and suspidous junk was 
searched, which proved to have been captured by 
Shap-ng-tsai, and again liberated. Her crew gave 
information of the pirate fleet having sustained con- 
nderable damage in the gale at Sah-to, near St John's, 
where^ in all probability, the steamer would find 
theuL On arrival of the steamer at 6 p.h. at Sah-to, 
several wrecks were discovered, but the pirates had 
departed on the 18th, only two days before— the 
vilkge having been ransomed by paying four hundred 
dollars^— they also took a junk which he proposed 
they should ransom at Chappa, in a few days ; this 
place is about a day's steam to the westward between 
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Mamee and Tienpack. With this information the 
expedition returned to Hong-Kong, searching the 
Ladrone islands on her way. 

Shortly after the return of the " Phlegethon/' 
as above explained. Captain Troubridge deter- 
mined to proceed in the '^ Amazon/' accom- 
panied by the " Phlegethon/' to that part of the 
coast pointed out as the likely rendezvous of the 
. pirates, as he was bound to Singapore How- 
ever, it appears they saw nothing of the enemy, 
and the ** Phlegethon*' returned to her old station 
off the factories at Canton. 

On the 23rd, the ** Phlegethon** again sailed at 8 
A.M., in company with H.M.S. ''Amazon,** which 
took her in tow. She cast o£f at midnight and hove 
to until morning. 

On the 24th, at 6 A.if., she sighted the frigate at 
anchor under St John*s, and sent a boat on shore 
for intelligence, but nothing had transpired since the 
last visit of the steamer — having failed in several 
attempts to pass the hawser, the steamer was ordered 
to proceed to Mamee. At 6 p.h. she again sighted 
the *' Amazon" at anchor ofif Mamee^ when Captain 
Troubridge proceeded in the steamer to the villages, 
where authentic intelligence was received of the 
d2 
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pirates* departure for Hainan. Shap-ng-tsai having 
called at Chappa, captured five junks ; he also landed 
at Tien-packy where he murdered all the inhabitants 
he could lay his hands upoui and fired the town to 
avenge the loss he had sustained by the capture of 
those, that escaped from the ''Medea" the week 
before. 

On the 25th, at 7 a.m., the '' Amazon*' proceeded . 
to Singapore, and the '' Fhlegethon,** after taking in 
wood, which was readily supplied by the mandarin, 
had orders to return to Hong-Kong. At 6 A.K., she 
chased eleven large junks which were brought to and * 
boarded — they proved to be from Cumsing-moon 
laden with opium, and havmg the regular pass from 
Captain Boper and others, dated the 24th. 

On the 26th, she passed between St. John*s and 
nmghbouring islands,— boarded a suspicious junk, 
reported by the fishermen as a pirate, but finding no 
guns or cargo he was allowed to proceed — ^the 
steamer then bore up for Hong-Kong, in which 
harbour she anchored at midnight 

The correspondent of The Tvmea^ writing 
from Hong-Eong about this time, thus notices 
piraqf on the coast :•-- 

All was very quiet at Canton. In fact, the only 
news of importance is the discovery of a large fleet of 
Chmese pirates, frt>m which commerce had suffered 
constant depredations. 
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The following is tlie letter of our correspondent at 
Hong-Kong, dated 29th September :-^ 

** The Peninsular and Oriental Company's steamer 
' Adiilles/ with the 24th July mail,, arrived here on 
the morning* of the llth instant, and will leave again 
at daylight to-morrow,, being detained twelve hours 
by the Admiral. 

^' The most important intelligence which we have 
to communicate, is the discovery of a powerful fleet 
of Chinese pirates, under the command of one man, 
who carries his particular flag, and has his head- 
quarters at Tien-Pack, a short distance from this har- 
bour. The fleet co^Qsisted a short time since of from 
seventy to one hundred vessels, some two-decked, and 
all heavily armed ; but the measures recently taken 
have tended to reduce the number. 

''The following circumstances led to the dis- 
covery: — Some two or three months ago a letter waa 
received at Canton by the Consul from a European, 
reporting that a junk which he commanded was de- 
tained at Hainan by pirates. Shortly afterwards the 
same person arrived here in his vessel, when he re- 
ported that he had been obliged to pay 1000 dollars 
as ransom before being allowed to sail. The brig 
^ Dido' also repotted at Smgapore that on her pas- 
sage from this, in July, she had been chased by . a 
piratical fleet off Hainan, and as the *■ Sylph,* which 
left about the same time, did not make her appear- 
ance, fears were entertained for her safety. Her 
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owners here made application in consequence to the 

senior naval officer, who despatched her Majest/s 

., I steamer ' Medea* to Tien-Pack, where the greater por- 

) I tion of the piratical fleet were found at anchor.* An 

jj attack was accordingly made hy the boats of the 

J! steamer, when Ave junks were destroyed, the re- 

;' mainder making their escape in the meantime. Other 

vessels have since been despatched, and more junks 

have been destroyed ; but the chief pirate has still a 

j/ large force under his command, and has, within the 

j last few days, retaliated upon a Chinese town, the in- ^ 

I habitants of which rendered assistance to the steamers. 

A small cutter, the * May Flower,' commanded by 

Europeans, has also been captured in the Canton 

Biver by a portion of the same fleet 

'' The powerful nature of this piratical fleet renders 
it imperative that immediate measures be taken for 
its destruction ; but to keep these seas clear of pirates 
for the future, it will be absolutely necessary that the 
government here have at its command a small, but 
powerfully armed, steamer, one that will be able to 
follow the vessels into their retreats. 

^ We experienced a severe storm on the 13th of 
this moniL Two vessels, which had sailed the pre- 
Tious day, put back dismasted, and one vessel, the 
' Coquette,* which was seen near Namoa, and bound 
for this, has not since made her appearance. Ko 
damage was done to the shipping in the harbour. 
• Vide Appendix D. tod pig« 128. 
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" Her Majest/s steamer ' Fury* arrived from the 
Straits on the 24th instant, and her Majesty's ship 
' Hastings,* with the Admiral Sir Francis Collier, ar- 
rived yesterday. Her Majesty's brig * Columbine' is 
cruising on the east coast in search of pirates, who 
were reported having been seen in one of the bays.* 
—Timei, N<n>. 21, 1849. 

On the departure of the "Amazon"' from 
Hong-Eong, Captain J. C. Dalrymple Hay, in 
the '' Columbine," became the senior officer, and 
had scarcely congratulated himself on the honour 
devolved upon him, when he received a commu- 
nication from Sir Samuel Qeorge Bonham (then 
Mr. Bonham), Governor of Hong-Eong,&a &a, to 
the effect that he had information, he thought so 
authentic, that if a vessel of war could be detached 
to the position pointed out, he had eveiy reason 
to believe that a division of the pirate fleet might 
be destroyed. No time was lost by Captain Hay 
in proceexling as requested Those who have the 
good fortune and the pleasure of knowing this 
gallant and truly generous officer, will under- 
stand with what zeal and alacrity he undertook 
a service of so much importance to the colony 
and British commerce. The same evening (27ih 
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Sept 18490 the '^ Columbine" was swept out of 
Hong-EongharbouTy through the Lyxnoon PasSi 
there being no wind ; the next afternoon we were 
off Harlaem Bay, to the eastward of Hong-Eong, 
and gained information from some junks flying 
firom the enemy, that the pirates we were in 
quest of were off Tysaml The wind being 
▼eiy lights it was not until 11 PJC, that the 
''Columbine'' arrived off that place, (28tL) ^ 
The moon shone with exceeding splendour as 
we stood along the coasts and discovered a fleet 
of 14 laige junks standing off from the. land, 
under all sail, and the town or village smoulder- 
ing, as if recently sacked. The Governor placed 
Mr. D. R Caldwell, of the Hong-Eong police 
force, and Chinese Interpreter to the Supreme 
oourt^ at Qaptain Hay's disposal, together with 
some fisheinien,' Briii^ subjects and inhabitants 
of the island of Hon^-Eong, who had brought 
the information; their fishing^boats being 
amongst the number of those blockaded by 
the pirates at that place. These people, 
therefore, knew the junks of the enemy we were 
after, and immediately exclaimed that they^ the 
14 junks standing ofi^ were the piratea 
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We stood towards them, formed in two lines 
abreast) running to the S.W.| with lights up at 
their quarters, and Captain Hay directed Mr. 
Caldwell to hail the nearest, and endeavour to 
find out who and what they were. They an- 
swered that they were salt and trading junks, 
and that he in particular was bound to Hong- 
Kong. Mr. Caldwell desired him to send his 
sampan alongside, as he wished to communicate 
with him. The whole time we were thus in 
communication, they were making preparations 
for action ; tricing up their stink-pots, boarding 
nettings, &a — all this could be plainly seen from 
the " Columbine." It was evident, on closing, 
that they meditated throwing the stink-pots, 
which dangerous things, when thrown on deck, 
usually disable a gun's crew^, and often more, 
besides setting fire to everything in their neigh- 
bourhood. We beat to quietrters ; and Captain 
Hay ordered three broadsides in quick succes- 
sion to be poured into the nearest, which were as 
quickly returned. 

The dose action with the nearest junks con- 
tinued for about half-an-hour. The pirates 
yelled and howled most dismally, beating their 
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drums and gongs, as our informera told us, to 
dose round one another for mutual support 
At this time (midnight) there was scarcely a 
breath of wind, and the *' Columbine'' became . 
quite unmanageable, although we tried by the 
aid of the sweeps to keep at them. 

The junks now commenced sweeping out of 
range ; there not being wind enough to manoBUTre 
the biigyby the numbers at their sweeps, they were « 
able soon to get away from us. They mounted 
£rom 12 to 19 guns each, some of 24 pounda 
Eoweyer, one of the junks was entirely de- 
stroyed, and fell astern in a sinking state, 
abandoned, with about 35 killed of her crew, 
the rest escaped to the other junks. 

We dept at quarters^ at interrals throwing a 
ahot to try the ranga At daybreak we found 
the remaining 13 had got about five miles from 
ua, sidll usmg their sweeps. A light air now 
springing up from the eastward enabled us to 
make all sail in diase, using also our own 
sweeps. 

The manly and straightforward letter from 
CSaptain Dalrymple Hay to the Commander-in- 
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chief, leaves little more to be said of the night 
action. (See page 49.) 

The junks first engaged returned the fire im- 
mediately, and although we had no one hurt, 
the shot fell over and about the brig pretty 
thickly. 

In tho course of the forenoon of the 29th, the 
breeze increased gently, and we came up a little, 
running along the coast to the westward ; they 
were in a line abreast, when about noon they 
hoisted their colours in man-of-war like style, 
fired guns, as if in defiance, and rounded to, 
sufficiently to show their broadsides, and then 
resumed their course. 

Shortly after this display confusion was ap- 
parent amongst them, when, on trying to define 
the reason with the aid of glasses, we discovered 
the white funnel of the ** Canton,'' Peninsular 
and Oriental steam-vessel, in the distance, 
making towards us from the westward; she 
immediately joined us, passing the " In- 
shore" junk, which, from her anxiety to escape, 
we thought the one most likely that Chui-^poo 
was on board o£ The '* Canton" opened a veiy 
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well directed fire on the junks as she passed 
them, and on drawingnear. Captain Hay hailed 
Mr. Jamieson, the commander of her, and in- 
formed him of the state of affiura 

Mr. Jamieson immediately offered to take the 
" Columbine" in tow, which offer was accepted, 
and we stood towards the . ^' In-shore'' junk, 
already alluded to. At this juncture the pirates, ^ 
seeing how soon by the aid of the steamer we 
should get up to them, commenced jumping 
overboard in all directions, and to abandon the 
worstsailingjunks to their fate;* some reached 
the larger junks in sampans^ but many periiahed 
The ** Columbine," by this timely assistance of 
the ** Canton,'* was enabled to continue a. run- 
ning fight, without giving up the pursuit of the 
junk making for the. shora A veity heavy fire 
was maintained by the ** Columbine ;" and, in- 
deed, with much truth may it be stated here, 
that the junks fired well in return^ particularly 
the *^ InHshore" chase, who veered and hauled on 
a wind as requisite to give us his broadside^. 

The action became rather warm, and several 

* Two were totally dettioTed. 
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shot striking the ''Canton'' as well as the 
''Columbine/' Mr. Jamieson fearing damage 
to his machinery, to the injury of his employers, 
cast off the tow, and the " Columbine" making 
sail, continued the ohase for the junk making 
for the land. There was great confusion in the 
pirate fleets and many fell at their posts, for 
they continued notwithstanding to fire steadily at 
both "Canton" and "Columbine." The running 
fight continued for upwards of an hour-and-a- 
half right and left 

Captain Hay detennined, if possible, to cut 
off the " In^shore" junk, feeling satisfied he 
would eventually come up again with the main 
body of the fleet Her defence was very good, 
and conducted with much ability. We con- 
tinued to pour in shot and shell with the bow 
guns, in the hopes of bringing her masts down, 
but without effect She sailed well, and was 
enabled to continue sweeping, giving us an 
alternate broadside, but fortunately only damag- [ V 

ing our sail& She made for a small haven a I 

few miles to the eastward of Fokai Point, 
"Columbine" following, "Canton" remaining < 

in the distance. On rounding the point we 1 

\ 

\ 
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took the ground, but still maintained a heavy 
fire upon her until she got behind another point 
of land inside the haven, where she was hidden 
from our view. It was now about four p.u., 
of the 29th September, 1849, when Captain 
Hay ordered the pinnace and cutter to be 
hoisted out^ manned and armed, to proceed and 
destroy the enemy. This dangerous service was 
entrusted to Lieutenant James Henry Bridges, 
1st of " Columbine,'' assisted by Mr. Charles 
Bichard Gtoddard, midshipman; Mr. George 
Baper Harvey, midshipman; Mr. Charles 
Crowdy, midshipman; and Mr. James Balph 
Benifold, derk, a volunteer, with marines and 
bluejackets; and Mr. Watkins,* volunteer, from 
the ''Canton.'' On the boats rounding the 
pointy they observed the junk at anchor with a 
spring on her cable ; as soon as they hove in 
sight, the junk opened a brisk fire upon them, 
wounding several of the crew; their fire was 
quickly returned by the 12 pound cannonade 
and musketiy from the boata In about thirty 
minutes the pirates' fire was silenced. When 
the order to board was given, some of the pirates 

* Aa AmtaAun gtaU^niiii. 
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• 

it^t escaped the fire jumped overboard, our 
people taking possession of the junk ; the decks 
were strewed with the dead and dying, when, 
after being in possession of the boarders about a 
minute, a villain was seen with a lighted joss- 
stick descend to the hold of the junk, closely 
pursued by Mr. Ooddard and some marines, 
when she blew up with a fearful explosion, thus 
dealing death on friend and foe alike. 

Poor Ooddard, as gallant a youth as ever 
stepped, thus lost his^' life. , He was, after the 
action, brought on board in a dreadful state, 
and died on his passage to Hong-Kong, on 
board the " Canton -' steam vessel, the next day, 
Sunday, the 30th September, 1849. We lost 
in this affair one officer and three men killed, 
and had six severely wounded. When blown 
overboard, and whilst struggling in the water, 
such was the character of the enemy we had to 
deal with, that a pirate was observed to dasp 
his arms round a fine young man of the name 
of Malcolmson, whilst in the water, and endea- 
vour to beat his skull in with his own ; failing 
in this, he carried him beneath the surfiaoe, and 
they rose no more. 
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• 

We were indeed aorry, on the return of the 
boats at about 8 P-ic, to find they had suffered 
so severely. Qoddard was much lamented; 
he was a fine, promising young officer; and 
almost the last words he uttered were expressive 
of his joy, that although dangeroudy wounded 
he had done his duty. He was son of Ambrose 
Goddard, Esq., of Swindon, and brother of Migor 
Goddardy of the 14th Light Dragoons. 

The " Canton'' steamer, although she did not 
continue in the engagement, was of great service 
to ufl^ and remained off the haven to render 
any further assistance that might be required. 

One miserable wretch was saved fix)m the 
wreck, from whom we learned that the pirates 
intended to rendezvous in Byas Bay, and that 
if we followed, we should most certainly find 
ihem. 

Captain Hay xesolved on following, and at 
about 10 PJC the "Canton" towed us off, and 
*we proceeded to the entrance of Byas Bay, which 
"we reached on Sunday morning, 30th September, 
1849. On mustering at quarters, however, we 
found only axtj officers and men fit for duty. 
Captain Hay did not feel himself justified 4n 
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renewing action wiUiout further assistance ; and 
as hospital treatment was highly necessary for 
the wounded, he despatched the ''Canton'' 
steam vessel to Hong-Eong with the following 
letter to the Commander-in-chief: 

Her Miue»ty'B Sloop, ** Columbine," 

Typoaag Bay, 30th September, 1849. 

SiBy — ^I have the houour to inform your Excel- 
Ienc7, that on the evening of Thursday, the 27th 
instant, I left Hong-Kong in search of a piratical 
fleets commanded by the notorious '^ Chui-apoo,'' 
and proceeded to Harlaim Bay, where I arrived at 
noon on the 28th, and found that after sacking the 
village there, they had gone to Tysami, off which 
place I descried, at 11 p.m., the fleet under weigh, 
consisting of 14 junks formed in two lines, making 
ofi for the S. W. The village at this bay we observed 
smouldering. 

I attacked one of the largest I could reach, the 
wind being very light, at 11.45 p.il, and continued 
engaged with as many as I could bear upon, until 
calm and their sweeps prevented further engage- 
ment. 

I chased them with sweeps and light airs through 
the night, and came up with them again at near 
noon yesterday, the 29th, when, to my satisfaction, 
the wind being still very light, I observed the Penin- 
sular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company's 
E 
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steam-yessel ^ Canton^" coming from the westward ; 
that yessel seeing me chasing, as soon as she could 
opened her fire, and thereby threw the junks into 
confusion, when numbers began to jump overboard 
and took to their boats. Mr. Watkins, who had 
chartered her for the purpose of looking after the 
''Coquette,** missmg vessel, and who carries this 
despatch, and who eventually served in our boats, <> 
most kindly gave up his charter to admit of Mr. 
Jamieson, the commander of the steam-vessel, ren- 
dering me the assistance of getting near the pirates 
I BO much needed. 

I have the satisfaction of acquainting your Excel- 
lency, that three junks have been abandoned, and 
one blown up, and destroyed, in these operations, 
the latter by the boats of the sloop under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Bridges, senior of the ** Colum- 
bine^** of which I purpose furnishing your Excellency 
more detailed particulars.* 

The remainder of this formidable piratical fleet, 
10 in number, are now at anchor at the head of 
Byas Bay, near Fan-lokong, in sights and I . feel 
confident, if promptly assisted by the ** Fury," and 
such other disposable force as your Excellency may 
be pleaied to send me, can be effectually destroyed, 
•as they show no intention at present of coming out; 
and I have good information that they purpose ny 
pairing iheir damages where they are. 

^ Ubm piomottd to tiM unk «f Connsndtr. 
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We have destroyed ^ least 250 pirates since 
11 p.H. of the 28th^ but I regret to state that our 
loss has been three killed, one officer and six men 
wounded. 

My ship's company having now been 40 hours 
at the sweeps and quarters, are necessarily much 
fatigued, and the sick list leaves me not more than 
60 effective people on board. 

Mr. Watkins will give your Excellency every 
information of the proceedings of the sloop under 
my command since noon yesterday, which, from my 
anxiety to put your Excellency in possession of these 
proceedings, and to get the ** Canton** under weigh 
for Hong-Kong, I cannot at present furnish. 

My anmiunition is much reduced; but if to in- 
crease my present stock would detain the expedition, 
what I have must suffice. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your Excellency's most obedient humble ServiKit^ 

John C. Dalbtmple Hat^ 
Commaader. 
10.50 A.M. dOth Sept 1840, Sunday. 
I His Ezcellenoy 

Bear-Admiral Sir F. A Collier, CJB., K.C.H., 
Oommander-in-Cbief. 

The Captain Watkins here mentioned volun- 
teered to go to the attack in our boats, and con- 
.ducted himself witJx much gallantry on the 
occasion, as well as throughout the day. 
E 2 
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Captain Hay anchored the '' Columbine'^ off 
I the mouth of Byas Bay, about 40 miles east of 

! Hong-Eongy to prevent the pirates escaping, 

I and waited the result of the mission of the 

' ** Canton.'' It was a veiy anxious time for all : 

with only 60 people at oiir quarters, in the , 
! presence of no less than 2000 pirates, although 

i we were not aware of more than 1000. It will 

i be seen that a junction took place here. Every 

! preparation was made before dark for slipping, 

I in the event of the enemy oommg out (as he 

might have done). We certainly could not 
, have expected to do more than follow and keep 

{ sight until reiuforced. 

I At about one A.1I. of the 1st October^ 1849, a 

light was seen from the ''Columbine'' to sea- 
ward, which steadily advanced, and proved to 
be her Majesty's steamnsloop '' Fury," Com- 
mander Willcox, with a party of officers and 
men from the ''Hastings" for our assistance. 
This prompt arrival and reinforcement was par- 
ticularly agreeable under the circumstances, and 
relieved our gallant captain of much and natural 
anxiety. Captain Hay immediately entered into 
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consultatipn with Captain Willcox as to further 
proceedings. 

It appears that immediately the ''Canton'' 
reached Hong-Eong, Mr. Watkins delivered 
the despatch to Sir Francis Collier, the com- 
mander-in-chief, who, in the "Hastings/' had 
arrived at Hong-Eong in the ** Columbine V 
absence, and he signalled the ** Fuiy" to pre- 
pare for sea^ and directed a party of oj£cers and 
men from his flag-ship, '' Hastings," to proceed 
in the '' Fur/' to our assistance, expressing him- 
self exceedingly pleased with Captain Hay's 
proceedings, as detaQed in his public letter. A 
good deal of anxiety on the part of the commu- 
nity on shore was evinced, as it was known we 
were out in quest of pirates ; the sudden and 
imexpected return of the ''Canton," and the 
preparations and signals for the quick despatch 
of the "Fury," increased this anxiety ; the ar- 
rival of our wounded, and the death of Ifr. 
Ooddard, left no doubt on their minds as to 
the character of the enemies we were engaged 
with. 

I beg to append different statements of these 
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I transactionfl^ as they appeaared in the Hon^ 

I Kong papen. 

t 

I . Froh Hoko-Koko Bxojsteb, Octobeb 2, 1849. 

I 

I THit '^OOLUHBira Aim THK PI&ATB8. 



; I The PeninBalar and Onental Companj^s steamet, 

J ^ Canton," Oaptain Jamieson, returned unexpectedly 

ij yesterday afternoon about four o'clock, bringing 

despatdies for the Admiral from Oaptain Hay, of 

H.M. brig '' Columlnne^'' with seven seamen of thai 

i vessel badly wounded, and we regret to add, the 

I body of Mr. Cbddard, one of the midshipmen, a 

most promising young officer, who expired about 

I two P.1I., on the passage down, from the effect of 

I wounds received in an attack made by the ^'Colum- 

I bine** on a division of Shap-ng-tsars pirate fleet, 

! which will appear in its place in the following par- 

I ticnlars. 

I The ^ Canton** left this on the morning of the 

' 29ih, at three A.1I., on a cruise northward, after the 

I misnng clipper, ''Coquette.** She spoke several 

fishing boats, but obtained no information from 

' them. At 11 a.i[., she sighted a fleet of 15 large 

junks, chased by a square-rigged vessel, which turned 

out to be H.M. brig *^ Columbine.** On seemg the 

steamer, one division of the junks stood out to sea 

-«4he other in shore. The " Canton** observing the 

« Columbine** hauling in shore with the view of 
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cutting them off, hauled in likewise, determined to 
render the most effective assistance in her power to 
her Majesty's ship, without in any respect compro- 
mising herself by any overt attack upon the enemy. 
When the intention of the steamer (to cut them off 
from the shore) was perceived by the junks, the 
whole fleet put about^ and stood out to sea; several 
of the weaker junks having been previously re- 
inforced by drafts of men from the stronger. 

The steamer then took the ** Columbine** m tow, 
and stood over towards a junk, which appeared, from 
her size and equipment, to be the chief of the fleet. 
Upon getting within range, the brig yawed, and ] 

poured in a broadside, which only took effect in the 
pirate's rigging. The junk then rounded to, returned 
his starboard broadside without doing any mischief, 
shifted his helm, and gave his port guns with like 
non-effect. Upon this the '' Columbine** cast off, 
and made sail in chase, the steamer following, but 
keeping out of range of the junk's guns. The chase 
made for a small cove in Honghae Bay, the ** Colum- 
bine** keeping up a sharp fire upon her from her 
bow guns, which was returned, shot for shot, by the 
junk. The latter knowing the channel better, got 
safely through into the cove; the ''Columbine*' I 

having touched the ground outside, was obliged to 
liaul off The junk having thus got into a land- 
lodsed position, the brig*s guns could not be brought 
to bear on her, upon which Captain Hay inune- 
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. diatdy ordered out liis boats. While this was being 

i' done, two small forts upon the shore opened fire 

i| upon the junk, which was immediatdj returned^ 

'( apparently without much effect on either side. By 

jl this time the launch and pinnace, under command 

|[ of Lieutenant Bridges, first officer of the '<Colum- 

bine," were under weigh through the channel, to 
;! cany the junk by boarding. X)n rounding the 

|| point a heavy fire was opened upon them from the 

jl decks of the pirate^ while she kept up, at the same 

!• time, a brisk cannonade upon the forts on shore. 

flj Mr. Ooddard, a midshipman, in command of the 

|:t pinnae^ had by this time, in the most gallant man- 

1 1 ner, boarded the pirate over her bows, followed by 

his boat's crew. On seeing one, who appeared to be 
an officer of the junk, going down the fore-hatch, he 
followed with a marine, when, melancholy to relate, 
the vessel blew up, the magasine having been fired; 
her own crew, supposed to number over 90, with the 
whole of the boarders, being blown into the air 
together. One marine was killed, Mr. Gk>ddard. 
severely wounded and bumt^ as well as the greater 
part of the boats* crews; two seamen being missing 
on the muster being called. Mr. Bridges having 
boarded immedVitely after Mr. Gk>ddard, saved him- 
self and one seaman of the ^ Columbine" by jumping 
overboard at the moment of the explosion, pulling 
the man along with him. The wounded men were 
immediately picked up by the boats, and taken oi^ - 
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board the <' Columbine^** — ^the junk being totally 
destroyed, with all her crew but one, now a prisoner 
on board the brig. Through information received 
from this man, it was ascertained that the pirate 
fleet was bound for a place called Tai-poon, whither 
Captain Hay determined to follow them. Accord- 
ingly, at 7 A.H., on the 30th, the steamer took the 
''Columbine'* in tow, and proceeded towards Tai- 
poon. On nearing that anchorage it was ascertained 
from fishing boats that nine large junks had entered 
a place called Byas Bay, and on reaching the 
entrance the two vessels saw a number of junks 
working up the inner waters, upon which the '' Colum- 
bine** came to anchor in a position which commanded 
all the entrances. Captain Hay then despatched the 
** Canton," with the wounded (seven in number) for 
this place, with letters for the Admiral, the '' Colum- 
bine** remaining behmd, keeping the pirate fleet under 
a dose blockade. The '' Canton*^, started from Tai- 
poon at half-past 11 A.1C., and reached Hong-Kong 
at quarter to 4 p.m., Mr. Goddard having died on the 
passage. The steamer hauled up alongside the 
''Hastings** and delivered her despatches, and the 
wounded men of the " Columbine.** H.M. Steamer 
" Fury,'* Captain Wilcox, got under weigh as quickly 
as possible, and started about 6 P.1C. to the assistance 
of the brig. The "Canton** proceeded again this 
morning before daylight in search of the " Coquette.** 
—Himg-Kang RegisUr, OcL 2, 1849. 
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Fbox the Chika Mail. 

4Ui Ootober, 1S40. 
About three weeks ago a rumour became current in 
Hong-Kong, that Chui-apoO| of Wong-maou-kok 
notoriety, was in command of a formidable fleet of 
pirate junks, then at anchor about forty miles to the 
northward, where he was chin-chinning joss, previous 
to proceeding on an expedition ; and, subsequently, 
as mentioned in our last issue, a sampan arrived 
with information of a number of fishing-boats bemg 
hemmed in by the pirates at a creek called Ping-hoi. 
H.M. Sloop ''Columbine,** which had been only 
waiting the Admiral's arrival to sail for England, then 
landed her stores, and was ordered to proceed on a 
ax days' cruize toward the north. She left the 
harbour on the 27th, and on the 29th was in pursuit 
of a number of pirates, who, as the wind was light, 
would most probably have escaped to the southward, 
had not the Peninsular and Oriental Company's 
steamer << Canton," then in quest of intelligence 
Regarding the ** Coquette,** fortunately sighted the 
** Columbine,** and observing what was going on, 
steered inndiore, took the sloop in tow, and steamed 
towards a large junk, casting her off when within 
musket-range of the pirate, which mounted 19 guns, 
with a crew of 80 or 90 men. The fellows appear 
to have fought desperately, and thdr fire told on the 
bulls of both the ^ Columbine** and ** Canton," one 
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6-p6under shot having passed through the steamer's 
paddle-box within a foot or two of the spot where 
Captain Jamieson was standing. A running fire was 
kept up till the '* Columbine" grounded^ when the 
junk ran into a bay, and anchored with springs to 
her cables within a short distance of two small man* 
darin forts, which fired upon her, but without appa- 
rently doing any damage. The pinnace and cutter 
were then despatched under command of Lieutenant 
Bridges, who, as soon as he got within range, attacked 
her with the pinnace's gun and a shower of musketry, 
avoiding as much as possible the fire of her broad- 
side guns. The pirates continued the fight until his 
boats' ammunition being nearly expended, laeutenant 
Bridges pulled alongside, and, after a struggle, suc- 
ceeded in driving the pirates overboard. The cutter 
was ordered to pursue and secure them, and as the 
junk seemed to be safe, the pinnace was directed to 
assist, leaving Lieutenant Bridges, two midshipmen, 
and a party of seamen and marines, to fire the junk. 
One of the pirate leaders having been seen to g6 
below with a lighted joss-stick, Mr. Ooddard and a 
marine rushed down sword in hand in pursuit, when 
the junk blew up, killing a seaman and two marines, 
and mortally wounding Mr. Ooddard, while eight 
more of the pinnace's crew were wounded, four of 
them severely. 

After having performed veiy efficient services, the 
'^ Canton** (with the approbation of Captain Watkina 
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of the '* Antelope," who was on board on the part 
of the charterers, and who distinguished himself in 
the fight) returned to Hong-Kong with a message to 
Admiral Collier, who, with a celerity which we have 
not recently been accustomed to, ordered the ** Fury" 
to be got ready ; and as sereral of her officers and 
men were ashore, gun after gun was fired to hasten 
thdr return. In the afternoon she started to join 
the ** Columbine.** But instead of giving our own 
narrative of the subsequent proceedings, we have the 
agreeable duty of referring our readers to the brief 
but satisfactory despatch of Captain Hay, which is 
published officially, and which reflects equal credit on 
the gaUantry and modesty of the writer. 

At daylight^ 1st October, "Fury" took 
''Columbine'' in tow, and proceeded to the 
inner waters of Byas Bay. 

On arriving at the head of the bay, about 
10 iLlL, nothing could be seen of the fleet 
observed the day before, and some time elapsed 
before we could find out where they had secreted 
ihanselvea. " Pur/' cast " Columbine'' off, and 
proceeded with "Columbine's" and " Hastings' " 
boats to reconnoitre. 

The large opening designated as Byas Bay 
on the charts, contains a number of wellHshel- 
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tered coves and havens. After some time spent 
in ascertaining the exact position in which to 
find the enemy, and on "Fury's" heaving in 
sight up the cove, she discovered no less than 
26 armed junks, with flags flying, at anchor, 
with some of their broadsides exposed, appa- 
rently ready for action. On the " Fury's" ap- 
proach the pirates opened fire, which was imme- 
diately returned with shot and shell, working 
great havoc right and left In about half an 
hour two of the largest junks blew up, with a 
tremendous explosion, showing the great quan- 
tity of powder they had. The action having 
lasted about an hour, the boats of " Colum- 
bine," under Lieutenants Bridges and Serocold, 
of " Hastings," under Lieutenant W. Q. Luard, 
and Messns. Chambers and Close, mates, and 
"Fury" Lieutenant Blackett^ pushed in to board, 
and in a short time 14s more of the junks were in 
flames from the shells from the " Fury," and the 
exertions of the boats' crews. Such of the 
pirates not killed by the fire and explosion, took 
to the surrounding hilla By dark, 23 piratical 
junks were in flames and destroyed, together 
with their dockyard, junks on the stocks^ store- 
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liouseSy and magazines of every description, 
illuminating the skies the night through. 

We heard from a wounded pirate that Chui- 
apoo had been wounded by a splinter during 
the action, and had escaped to a neighbouring 
village, together with a number of his imme- 
diate followers ; that this cove was a rendezvous 
for the pirate fleet ; that the establishment was 
entirely piratical, and that the community in the 
vicinity were connected with them, being mostly 
clansmen. In this engagement, which lasted 
from about 10 A.K. of the 1st October till near 
sunset, we had, by the excellence of the arrange- - 
ments and judicious conduct of Commanders 
Hay and Willcox, none killed, and only one 
man slightly wounded ; whilst 400 pirates were 
lulled, and near 2000 escaped.* The pirates 
.generally prefer death to capture, and as the 
stray pirate occasionally falling into our hands 
became useful in tracking the others, they wer^ 
spared and set at liberty as a reward, and an 
inducement to behave better for the future. 
.One prisoner brought on board the 'VColum- 

• Appendix O* 
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bine" entreated pennission to have his hands 
loose, and to strangle himsel£ 

Three hundred and fifty guns of various 
calibre, from twenty-four to six pounds, were 
destroyed, with twenty-six junks, averaging 
400 tons, well equipped, and such an amount of 
mat&rid that will take them years to accumu- 
late again, and this within fifty miles of Hong- 
Kong Court-house. It appears they held 
the cove, and the district in its immediate 
vicinity, quite to themselves, bidding defiance to 
the mandarins. The remnant of the fleet, ten 
in number, engaged by the '* Columbine'' oa 
the night of the 28th September and the 29th, 
rejoined in this cove thirteen already assembled 
there, and three were building, making twenty- 
six in alL Their destruction was a gratifying 
and a splendid sight 

The "Fury*^ was alone with the boats, as before 
described, the early part of the action, the " Co- 
lumbine'' having been left at anchor at the mouth 
of the haven ; but on seeing the smoke rising 
over the hills, and hearing the cannonade, we 
weighed, and proceeded to share in the engage- 
ment On rounding the point, and getting into 
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view, Captain Hay, the senior officer, then on 
board the '^Fuiy/' made our signal to anchor, 
which done, the few left on board had a full 
view of the action and its splendid results. 
Captain Hay, accompanied by a marine officer 
of the ''Hastings,'' scoured the surrounding 
country and heights, in the hope of capturing 
Chui-apoo, but without success. This ended 
the action in 1^rpoung*bay. On the 2nd Oc- 
tober, •'Columbine" and "Fuiy" searched the 
remaining havens, but not a pirate could be 
seen. 

The following is a copy of Captain Ha/s 
despatch to the Commander*in-chie^ extracted 
fiom the "China Mail'' of the 4th October, 
1849:— 

Diplom«ti0 Department. 
OOVEBHICENT NOTIFICATIOK. 

His Excellency her Majesty's Plenipotentiary, &e,, 
has much pleasure in giving publicity to the follow- 
ing offidal communication from Commander John 
C Dalrymple Hay, to the address of hia Excellency 
Bear Admiral Sir Frauds A. Collier, C.K, K.CH., 
Oommander-in-€faie£ 

By Order, 

A. R JOHKSTOK. 
Tietwii, HoDg^Xoag, drd October, 1849, 
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H.M.S. ** Columbine/' Pirate's Cove, Byas Bay, 
2nd October, 1840. 

. Sir, — I have the honour to inform your Excellency^ 

that my anticipations have been fortunately realized^ 

and that the piratical squadron of '' Chui-apoo** has 

been totally destroyed by the force you so kindly and 

promptly placed at my disposal. Twenty-three 

piratical junks averaging 500 tons, mounting from 

12 to 18 guns^ three new ones on the stocks^ and two 

small dockyards with a considerable supply of naval 

stores, have been totally destroyed by fire ; and of 

1800 men who manned them, about 400 have been 

killed, and the rest dispersed without resource. 

To Commander Willcox of the "Fury," whose 
great ability and zeal are already known to your 
Excellency, I must give the principal honour of the 
day. To the " Fury V unrivalled accuracy of firing, 
must be attributed the bloodless termination to us of 
this affair. 

The " Columbine** being unable to come close up 
in the narrow channel where she would have ham- 
pered the " Fury's" movements, I went on board the 
" Fury,** to share in the action. The piratical iiro 
was silenced in about forty-five minutes, during 
which time only one man was slightly wounded. 
The boats of the "Hastings** and " Columbine,*' 
under Lieutenants Luard and Bridges, senior of those 
ships, whom I beg to recommend to your Excellency, 
then assisted in completing the destruction^ and 
F 
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Lieutenant Holland and the marines accompanied me 
in an expedition to scour the heights, but no oppo- 
sition was offered to us, the pirates running in all 
directions. 

The officers, seamen, and marines employed have 
conducted themselyes in a steady, quiet, and galknt 
manner, and I am sure^ if the resistance had been 
much larger, nmilar success would hare crowned 
their efforts. 

Mr. Caldwell of the police force, who acted as 
interpreter, has prored himself inyaluable in collecting 
information. 

I send this at once by a Chinese boat, and I hope 
to succeed in destroying some detached piratical 
junks of which we hare information, in the course of 
to-day and to*morrow ; after which we shall rejoin 
jou. — ^I hare, &G, 

John C. Dalrymfls Hay, 

Comiiuader. 

His EzMlleiwy Reur Admiral 
Sir Fraaeit A. Collier, 03^ K.C.gL 
ComniMider-iii-eliief, &e. 

On the oompletion of these services, ** Colum^ 
bine'' and '^Fuiy/' returned to Hong-Kong, 
when H. E. Sir Francis Collier, the Commander- 
in-chief, expressed his satisfSsu^ion in a public 
letter to Commander Hay. 

The Times thus notices the actions through 
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their own correspondent at Hong-Eong, accom- 
panied with editorial remarks, in a leader under 
notice of Affidrs of India^ &a 

HoDg-Eong, October 30. 
The proceedings of the last few weeks have been 
of more than usual interest. Tou are aware that for 
many months past an extensire and well-organized 
fleet of piratical junks has infested the different ap- 
proaches to the Canton River, and that numerous 
daring acts of robbery have been committed on mer- 
chant-ships, accompanied, in many instances, by re* 
morseless cruelty and murder. The gallant exploits 
of Commander Lyons, in H.M. brig " Pilot,** and of 
Commander Hoseason,in the ''Inflexible,**gave a brief 
and partial check to their depredations ; but the re- 
cent loss of several fine ships belonging to British and 
American merchants here, under circumstances which 
left no doubt that they had fallen a prey to pirates, 
determined Conmiander Hay, of H.M. sloop *' Colum- 
bine,** 16, to proceed last month on a cruise to the 
northward in search of them, and I mentioned in my 
last letter to you that his return to this place was then 
daily expected. On the very day the packet sailed 
(the 30th September), the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company*s steamer " Canton** anchored close to H.M. 
ship '' Hastings,**bringing intelligence that the ** Colum- 
bine'* had fallen in with and engaged the pirateSy and 
conveying a requisition from Comn^der Hay to Sir 
f2 
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Fnmcis Collier for iuriher assistance. The " Canton** 
was proceeding along the coast in search of the 
** Coquette^** a missing merchant ship, when she saw 
the " Columbine** in pursuit of the pirates, but the 
wind falling light, they would in all probability haye 
escaped had not the ** Canton** taken the ** Columbine" 
in tow, and steamed in-shore till she brought her 
within musket-range of a large junk mounting nine* 
teen guns, with a crew of ninety men. The ^ Colum- 
bine** having grounded, the pinnace and cutter were 
sent away under Lieutenant Bridges, first of the 
'< Columbine;** and the junk was carried most gallantly 
by boarding; but after nearly all the pirates hod been 
driyen overboard she blew up, killing one seaman and 
two marines, and mortally wounding Mr. Qoddard, 
midshipman; eight men of the pinnace*s crew being 
wounded,-— five of them severely, — Dr. Scott of H.M. 
ship ** Hastings,** was directed by the commander-in- 
chief to go on board the ** Canton** to receive tlie 
wounded,, six of whom she had brought in; and on 
reaching her he found that Mr, Qoddard had just 
expired — a victim to his heroic courage in having 
rushed down below after the pirate, whom he saw 
with torch in hand about to set fire to the junk, but 
too late to frustrate his intention. His remains were 
committed to the graye, in the Victoria Cemetery, 
next morning at six o*clock, with military honours, 
all the officers of H.M. ship ** Hastings,** and many of 
the officers in the garrison, attending. The gallant 
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way in wliich he perished does not lessen the regret 
felt on the station for his early death, as he was a very 
promising officer, and could not have failed to distin* 
guish himself still more in the service had he lived. 

Sir Francis Collier lost no time in sending rein- ! 

forcements to Commander Hay; and within two hours \ 

of the arrival of the " Canton," H.M. steam-sloop I 

« Fury," Commander Willcox, was steaming out of 
the harbour, carrying, in addition to her own arma- 
ment and crew, thirty-five seamen and forty marines 
of n.M. ship *' Hastings", — ^the former under the 
command of Lieutenant W. G. Luard, first of the 
" Hastings;" the latter under that of Lieutenant J. 
G. Holland, Royal Marines, of the same ship. 

The " Fury" found the " Columbme" at Byas Bay 
that night; and next morning at daybreak towed her 
as far in as the depth of water permitted, when the 
'' Columbine" anchored to blockade the entrance, and 
the " Fury" proceeded onwards, accompanied by her 
boats and those of the " Hastings." 

The picturesque cove in which the pirate junks 
were anchored was so well concealed, and so difficult 
of access, that for some time it was feared the pirates 
had eluded the vigilance of their pursuers, and 
escaped, the inlet where they lay not being laid down 
in any chart; but at last, on rounding a point, one 
large junk first appeared, and immediately afterwards 
fifteen more, with colours flying and guns ready for 
lustion. 
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They soon opened a quick and well-directed fire 
on the '^ Fuij,** but it did not last long; for the veiy 
first shell from the ^ Fury" set one of them in flames, 
and her 68-pound bow-gun, as well as the 12-pound, 
fore and aft^ wrought such terrible devastation among 
them, that the pirates speedily forsook their ships 
and escaped to the shore as they best could. The 
M Fury^ iiept up her fire as long as was necessary, 
and afterwards, whilst the seamen of the '' Hastings," 
under laeutenant Luard, were engaged in setting fire 
to the junks and spiking the guns, the marines of the 
** Hastings," led by lieutenant Holland, were scour- 
ing the heights, sweeping away as many as possible 
of the pirates with their musketry. Commander Hay 
of the ** Columbine," and Dr. M'Ewan, assistant-sur- 
geon of the <* Hastings," accompanied Lieutenant 
Holland in this last enterprise. 

The ^ Fuiy" and ** Columbine" returned here on 
the 4th instant, haying destroyed twenty-three armed 
junks, four building, two hundred pieces of cannon, 
and upwards of four hundred pirates; the whole 
having been accomplished without the loss of a 
single life on the English side, and only one 
man (quarter-master at the wheel) wounded by a 
grape shot on board the *i Fury." Within the last 
fortnight one of the pirates who had escaped from 
the conflict at Byas Bay, and landed at the back of 
this island, has been captured by Lieutenant Layard, 
of the Ceylon Bifles, and to save himself has disclosed 
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that the murderers of Captain La Costa and Lieu* 
tenant Dwyer were Chui-apoo, the leader of the pirate 
fleets and several other men, among whom the prisoner 
himself was one.* Two had already been apprehended, 
and they will, in all probability, soon expiate their 
crimes on the gallows at West Point 

At the date of our letters from China (30th 
October), H.M. ships " Columbine" and " Fury** had 
been absent twenty-one days on another expedition of 
the pirates. The most intense anxiety was felt for 
their safety, not a word having been heard of them 
since they were despatched, and the place of action 
not being more than two hundred miles from Kong' 
Kong.— Times, Dee. 21, 1849. 



From a Leader, vmder head of^-FtnantAal Review, 
cmd Indian Affairs in general. 

From China the intelligence is rather less painful 
(alluding to India), Though no movement of im« 
portance had occurred with reference to the late catas- 
trophe at Macao (murder of the governor), the Portu- 
guese authorities had prudently reinforced the garri- 
son of that city with all their disposable troops in 
their Eastern settlements^ and it was hoped that the 
evident co-operation of all civilized states would in- 
dispose the Chinese government to provoke a colli- 
sion. Our own forces in those seas have been em- 
* See page 00. 
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ployed on an enterprise which the loudest adyocates 
of retrenchment will hardly venture to condemn. The 
coast of China swarms with pirates. We presume, 
at least, that we may without offence give this title to 
races who scour the seas in vessels mounting 18 or 
20 huge ^unsy and who ^ have hitherto been always 
the first to return a broadside** even against ships of 
war. 

It is somewhat extraordinary that nations which 
show such little aptitude for regular warfare should, 
in so many instances, turn out such resolute and de- 
termined bucaniers. No Chinese war-junk has ever 
yet given much trouble to an European opponent, and 
yet these piratical vessels show themselves scarcely 
inferior to any ship of their size. So destructive, 
however, is their profession to all commercial inter* 
course, that measures have at last been seriously taken 
for its suppression; and the '* Fury" and the ** Colum- 
bine" recently attacked and demolished a stronghold 
of these robbers, containing a regular dockyard, a gun- 
powder manufactory, and a fleet of more than thirty 
vessels moored in the harbour. 

When the mail left, the expedition was still absent 
in search of a most notorious chief, and it is hoped 
that, if the cruise was not interrupted by the heavy 
gales then prevailing, a good account would be given 
of these daring desperadoes. 

This time^ at least, we may presume that some of 
the sympathies lately lavished upon pirates may be 
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spared for the brave men engaged in the perilous 
work of tracing them to their strongholds. It would 
be difficult, in our opinion, to conceive a more desir- 
able occupation for our ships of war. It is to an ex- 
tended commerce in these parts that we are now look- 
ing for a relief of our burdens at home; but all the 
sagacity of statesmen, and the enterprise of British 
merchants, will be utterly lost, if such lawless fleets 
as these are indulged in the steady impunity of mur- 
der and pillage, which some of our contemporaries 
seem to desire. — Times, Dec. 21, 1849. 

The following accounts are extracted from the 
local papers of different shades of opinion : — 

China Mail, llth October, 1849. 

The following particulars of the cruise of the "Fuiy** 
have been supplied from an authentic source :— 

She left. Hong-Kong at G o'clock on Sunday 
evening, the 30th ultimo, and at one next morning 
found the " Columbine** lying at anchor in a position 
commanding the entrance to Byas Bay, about fifty 
miles to the eastward of Hong-Kong, to which place 
she had two days before traced the pirate junks with 
which she had had an engagement. 

The ** Fury*' anchored near her that morning, and 
at daylight took her in tow, and proceeded up towards 
the head of the Bay, picking up fishermen as she 
went, who all agreed in stating that there were 
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pirates near, but where^ or in what nombers, ooold 
not be ascertained from their yeiy contradictory 
replies. 

After proceeding some distance, the water began 
to shoal, when the brig was cast off and andiored, 
and the ^Fuiy" proceeded alone, haying on board 
forty marines belonging to the flag-ship, with her 
barge and crew, and the ** ColnmbineV pinnace. 
, After feeling their way tSl about ten o'clock, 
a large junk was observed at the end of a creek 
called Lung-chin-foo, which immediately got under 
weigh and ran down towards the steamer, but at last 
came to an anchor dose in-shore. As the '* Fur/* 
passed abreast of her, the pirate flotilk was seen 
moored in four divisions at the extreme end of the 
creek, with their flags flying, ports open,'|;uns run 
out^ and having eveiy appearance of being ready to 
repel an attack. 

When the steamer approached within 600 yards of 
ihem, the nearest^ a very large one mounting ten 
broadside guns, opened a well-directed and sharp 
fire, followed by the others as their guns could be 
brought to bear on the ** "Fvxj^ which was imme- 
diately returned by the latter, the first shell striking 
the nearest junk and setting her in a blaze. The 
other junks, however, kept up a sharp discharge for 
about twenty minutes, after which it slackened, but 
did not altogether cease till fifty minutes after the 
oommenoement 
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The ''Fury** kept throwing shot and shell till 
about two o'clock, by which time many junks were 
on fire, and continued burning for hours, one after 
another blowing up with terrific explosions, several 
of which took place from each junk. 

As soon as the heaviest part of the action was 
over, the boats were shifted from where they were 
first placed under a pointy and'^with their guns kept 
up a sharp fire ; and as that on the side of the 
pirates slackened, gradually approached the junks, 
and afc length boarded and destroyed several, the 
crews having deserted them, apparently convinced of 
the uselessness of contending against the heavy and 
well-dired;ed guns of the ** Fury.*' Soon after the 
boats shifted their position, the marines were landed 
and marched across the hills, coming down at the 
back of the creek, where they fired upon and killed 
several of the pirates, who were bearing off their 
wounded companions. ~ 

By six o'clock in the evening twenty-three or 
twenty-four junks, fitted and ready for sea, four on 
the slips^ together with all their stores, and an im- 
mense quantity of materials found on shore in the 
pirates' houses, were burning or destroyed; thus 
giving a death-blow to one of the prettiest and best 
adapted piratical rendezvous on the East Coast of 
China. 

By accounts received from the fishermen and 
villagers around, the number of pirates was estimated 
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at 1800, some 400 or 500 of whom have been killed ; 
whflo about 200 guna, some of them 24-pounder8y 
-were taken, blown up, or otherwiae destroyed, with 
all their stores of powder, of which they had 
abundance— a great deal being good English canister 
powder, no doubt purchased at Hong-Kong or 



During the time this smart action was taking 
place, the hills, which completelj endrde this little 
piratical bay, were covered hy multitudes of people 
who came from all parts of the country to witness 
the fight ; and it will most probably have a very 
beneficial effect on all belonging to these parts^ as 
they must have dearly perceived, from the junks 
being entirely destroyed without being plundered, 
that the sole object of the British was to extirpate 
those scourges of peaceable traders. The fishermen 
said the foreigners must have been surely sent from 
heaven to destroy the villains who mulcted them of 
at least half the fruits of their industry. 

It is satisfiustory to be able to add, that although 
the firing on the part of the pirates was very good, 
and several round and grape shot struck the " Fury,** 
only one seaman was wounded by a round shot 
grazing his ande whilst at the wheel The pirates 
found killed were horribly mutilated: one man who 
floated alongside the *'Fury*' in a sampan, had his 
1^ shot off above the knee, and was wounded badly 
in the head by a grape shot He was taken on 
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board, where bis limb was amputatedi but be died in 
the Civil Hospital on Tuesday last. 

At night the surrounding hills were brilliantly 
illuminated from the burning junks, which blazed at 
a fearful rate, exploding one after the other as the 
fire reached their magazines. 

The following day the *' Fury's" men were cm- 
ployed in fishing up as many of the guns as could be 
found, and firing all the stores not destroyed the day 
before ; and that same evening she joined the ** Colum- 
bine" at the bottom of the creek, and towed her into 
the outer bay, where they anchored during the night. 
Next morning they went to another bay, but saw no 
signs of any pirates : on their return the '* Fury** 
got aground, and as the tide was receding, could not 
be got off till evemng. 



From the Friend of China, 

DESTRUOTION OF CHUI*APOO*S FLEET AT HARLAEX 
BAT. 

[Another aooount] 

The " Fury" joined the " Columbine" in Harlaem- 
bay on the evening of the 30th. Next morning 
(having received information that the pirates were in 
a snug harbour at the head of the bay) the ''Fury** 
took the ''Columbine" in tow and proceeded in 
search. They found the squadron moored in line in 
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very sboal water; thej were evidenilj prepared for' 
an attack, flags flying at the mast beads, and the 
crews dressed for the occasion. The *' Columbine** 
could not enter the lagoon from her heavy draught, 
but as soon as the " Fury** rounded the point of the 
harbour the pirates opened fire, several of the shot 
striking her hull The steamer took up a favourable 
position; the bulwarks were thrown down to enable 
the gunners to have a dear view; they then com- 
menced throwing shell after shell with beautiful pre- 
cision. These missiles burst amongst the pirates, 
knocking down from six to a dozen men at each dis- 
chai^ Two junks blew up, and on board the others 
most of the men were driven from the guns, though for 
an hour a fire was kept up at intervals. At noon, 
fourteen lai^ junks were burning; all of them fired 
by the shells thrown from the ** Fury's** heavy guns. 
At 2 p.iL, a party was landed and the work of 
destruction continued. In all, twenty-three lai^re 
fighting junks were destroyed: they mounted from 
twelve to eighteen guns each, and were manned by 
1800 men. Three new junks were building; one 
of unusual scantling, no doubt intended to carry 
heavy guns. They were also destroyed, as was a 
quantity of powder, arms, stink pots, &c. A regular 
dockyard had been formed, well supplied with mate- 
rials for building and repairing. Of the establish- 
snent not a vestige now remains. 
. As the junks were fired the crew were seen to 
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land, and in parties of from forty to sixtj escape 
over the heights, carrying the wounded with them. 
They took matchlocks with them; some their fight- 
ing caps, and each man had a bag slung by his side. 
A party of marines and seamen, under the personal 
superintendence of Captain Hay (who was on board 
the " Fury" during the whole affair), scoured the 
heights, but the runaways were too nimble for them, 
none being captured, and but a few shot. The 
killed is estunated at 400; and not far from UOO 
are in the countxy armed, but without the means of 
escape. The mandarins — now that the fleet is 
destroyed — may be encouraged to attack them, and 
in their present scattered and dispirited state, if a 
little courage is exhibited the whole party will be 
secured. 

A wounded man was picked up in the water. He 
said that the shot (shell) which took away bis leg, 
knocked down about ten others, among them Chui<ci- 
poo their chiefl Chui-apoo was severely wounded in 
the bade, but some of his devoted followers carried 
him inland, and as yet he has escaped the doom he 
so well merits. The commander of the junk de» 
stroyed on the 29th (the man who blew her up) was 
his second in command; leaders and vessels are thus 
helpless or destroyed; their stronghold is in ashes, 
and the east coast squadron, which is supposed to 
have been forming for the last six or eight monthsj 
is completely annihilated. 
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No doubt tho pirates were of opinion that thej 
could onlj be readied bj hoots from the foreign 
vessels of war. The ** Columbine" could not get 
within three miles of them; and the ''Fury** had 
not tix inches of water under her keel at times. Had 
it been a boat action the loss of life must have been 
great; before closing they would have been exposed 
to the fire of about 150 guns pointed so as to sweep 
the water, and with every allowance for defective gun- 
nery, great havoc must have resulted. The morning 
after the junks had been burnt to the water's edge, 
a large party was sent on shore to destroy the guns 
by knocking off the trunnions and breeching; thus 
finishing the destruction of Chuiapoo's fleet. It is 
not the least satisfactory part of the report which 
states, that though the ''Fury** was struck by 
about thirty shot (one reached the captain's cabin) 
not a man was killed, and only one wounded. But 
for the unavoidable loss of the brave young officer 
and his three shipmates in cutting out the junk of 
the 20th, not a life would have been sacrificed in 
destroying the most formidable piratical force which 
has ever congregated in the immediate vicinity of 
this colony. Chui-apoo was recently reinforced by a 
portion of Shap-ng-tsai's squadron, and it is not to 
be supposed that he would long have continued to 
limit his field of action to the native shipping. He 
was striking at higher game; and a force which 
engaged a sloop of war during a whole night would 
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have had little difficulty in taking any merchant 
▼essel on the coast of China. Captain Hay and 
Captain T^lcox have done good service to thdr 
country, — not the less so that they crushed the snake 
before we fdt its fangs. 



Another Extract Jrom the Friend of China, 29th 
October, 1849. 

We refer to another place for Captain Hay's official 
report of thedestniction of Chui-apoo*spiratesquadron. 
The compliment to Captain Willoox, of H.M. steamer 
MFuryi** is in excellent taste; well merited, and 
honourable to both the bestower and the recipient 

It will be remembered that the '' Columbme,** 
Captain Hay, left the harbour on the 27th, in con- 
sequence of information received that day. She had 
been preparing for the voyage home, and was short- 
handed, having only about seventy men on board 
On the 28th, Captain Hay was informed that the 
pirates had destroyed the town of l^s-ami; and on 
the evening of that day he fell in with the squadron, 
thirteen in number — ^two of a very large sise. Dur- 
ing the night a running fire was kept up, at times 
within pistol range; the winds were light, and had 
the whole Squadron closed round the ** Columbine,** 
and boarded, a successful resistance appears impos- 
sible. They did not attempt this, and their shot did 
O 
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no more damage than to pierce a few holes in her 
liull; the effect of the '^Columbine's" fire is not 
known, but a good manj must iiave been killed dur- 
ing the night. On the morning of the 29thy the 
pirates formed in dose order, the " Columbine*' still 
in chase, but at some distance. Opportunely enough, 
the Peninsular and Oriental Company's steamer ''Can- 
ton" then hove in sight. She was in search of the 
barque " Coquette" (supposed to be lost) and with 
permission of the charterer's agent^ Captain Jamieson, 
steamed up to the "Columbine," and took her in 

^tow, carrying her alongside the lai^gest and most 
formidable of the pirate squadron; the "Canton" 
did not cast off until a six-pound shot passed through 
her paddle-box, and during the time she had the 
"Columbine" in tow her two light gups were not 

. idle. The junk stood in- shore, and the brig of war 
following^ both vessels firing, though by this time 
the crew of the brig were much exhausted, having 
been at the guns all the previous nigh^ The 
"Columbine" took the ground, and the junk 
anchored near two snuJl forts which opened fire on 
her, without doii^ig much barm. Captain Hay had 

.his boats in the water immediately; and the pinnace 
and cutter under command o>f I4eutenant Bridges 
were despatched to cut the p^^te out* Keeping well 
ahead oC tbe junk tp. avoid his.broadside guns, the 
boats pulle4 dose ii^ firing firopgi the pinnace's gun 
Mdi.^lM) witb mud^^, Ti^e, apimunitioo foi! the 
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large gun being exliausied, the two boats boarded, 
driving some of the pirates overboard. One man 
with a match in his hand was seen to ran down the 
fore hatch; he was followed bj Mr. Ooddard and a 
marine, and almost, immediately there was an ex- 
plosion. The pirate had blovm up the vesseL On 
the first appearance of the smoke Lieutenant Bridges 
bad the presence of mind to throw himself into the 
water, dragging a seaman with him; but unfortu- 
nately there was still a heavy loss, — two marines 
and one seaman were killed, and eight wounded, four 
of them severely. Mr. Ooddard was also mortally 
wounded: he died on board the ''Canton.** The 
junk was totally destroyed, and of a crew of about 
ninety men it is supposed that only one escaped. 

Next morning (the 30th) it was ascertained that 
the rest of the fleet (two small vessels had been aban« 
doned early on the morning of the 29th, their crews 
being sent to reinforce the largest junks) had steered 
for a neighbouring bay. At 7 A.ir. the steamer took 
the '' Columbine** in tow, and on entering Harlaim bay 
the junks were seen working up the inner waters. 
The *' Canton** was then despatched for Hong-Kong 
with letters for the Admiral, the ''Columbine** 
anchoring at the entrance of the bay to prevent any 
escape seaward. The Admiral received his despatches 
about half-past 3 p.m., and by 6 H.M. steamer 
^ Fury,**^ Captain WiUcox, was steaming out of the 
barbour,. having on boards a party from RM^EL 
02 
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'' Hastings," under diarge of lieutenant Lnard. the 
senior officer of that ship. 



Another ETAta/iAfnmihA Friend 

The past month has heen marked by an unusual 
activity on the part of our ships of war in the sup^ 
presnon of piracy in these waters. We mentioned 
in our last that a formidable fleet of fifty large 
piratical junks, under the command of a notorious 
pirate chief, named Shap-ng-tsai, had been discovered 
in a bay called Hen-pahk, on the west coasts by 
H.M. Steamer '' Medea.** Five junks were destroyed 
on the occasion by the boats of the '' Medea^** after 
which the fleet appears to have divided itself; one 
squadron, consisting of about twenty-five large junks, 
under command of Chui-apoo — the murderer of 
Captain Da Costa — proceeded up the north-east 
coast; the other, under Bhap-ng-tsai himself, re- 
maining to the southward. We refer our readers to 
two narratives in our present issue, headed respec- 
tively—the ''Columbine and the Pirates,** and the 
''Cruise of the ' Columbine* and 'Fury,*** for par- 
ticulars of the total destruction of the northern 
squadron. There never was a more splendid and com- 
plete operation performed in these seas. Twenty- 
three large junks, averaging 500 tons, mounting 
^m twelve to dghteen guns — ^three new junks on 
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the stocks, and two dockyards, full of naval stores, 
were totally destroyed by the shot and shell of the 
'^Fury," on the second of October, in an inlet called 
^Pirates' Cove,** about fifty miles to the northward 
of Hong-Kong; and out of 1800 men who manned 
them, 400 have been killed, and the rest dispersed 
without resource. 

Flushed by this splendid success, a second expe- 
dition, consisting of the ''Columbine,** ''Fuiy," and 
the Honourable Company's Steamer '' Fhlegethon,** 
with drafts of marines and blue jackets from the 
.''Hastings," sailed on the 8th instant for the south- 
west, in search of Shap-ng-tsai, and the remainder 
of the pirate fleet No account of the expedition 
has reached Hong-Kong up to this date, and a good 
4eal of anxiety prevaib concerning it^ as the south- 
yrest coast is very imperfectly surveyed, and the 
Vessels must have encountered vexyjNul weather the 
whole time they have been out. 



SERVICES OF H.X. STEAMEB "FUBT*' A0AIH8T 
PIBATES. 

(OammunieatecL) 

Hoog-KoDg Begister, 20th October, 1840. 

Our former Numbers have laid before our readers 
the operations of the pirates in the Chinese seas, and 
fhoym what rapid strides they have made of late 
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towards renderiDg trade, eren when carried on. In 
European vessels well-armed and manned, extremely 
hazardous. The ^' Sylph" and other vessels have, 
douhUessly, fallen victims to these depredators, the 
bte of whose erews in the hands of these celestial 
murderers is far too painful to be dwelt upon; yet^ 
willing as we are to give credence to the various 
rumours current regarding the numerical strength 
and annament of these pirates, we should have 
paused ere we admitted to our jMges a narrative like 
that which we are about to lay before our readers, 
did not the source from which our information has 
been derived dispel at once all doubts with r^ard to 
its veracity and fiedthfulness of detail. 

We trust, also, that it will settle at once the impe- 
rative necessity of H. E. the naval commander-in<* 
chief, who is now once again happily in our waters, 
taking active measures for their immediate and total 
annihilation; should he not determine on so doing, 
our trade will become, ere many months, so hazard- 
ous, that but few will be able to venture capital so 
certain of destruction. 

It would appear that H.M. steamer ''Fury,** which 
gratified so many, on Sunday the 30th ultimo, as 
she glided rapidly out of our harbour, picturing to 
the imagination the perfect coup ical of a man-of- 
war steamer(having during the night examined several 
large junks of doubtful character) discovered H.M. 
brig ^ Columbine " at anchor off the entrance of Byaa 
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Bay/* whither she had tracked the pirates on the pre- 
vious day. The '* Fury*' anchored in her immediate 
vicinity, about 1 A.M . on the mormng of the Ist inst, * 
where she lay until day-break, when she weighed, 
and having taken the ''Columbine** in tow, pro- 
oeeded into the bay. At 8.30 the ''Columbine" 
anchored, on account of the water shoaling, and also 
in order the more effectually to cut off the retreat of 
the pirates should they have attempted to elude their . 
pursuers, by availing themselves of the numerous 
passages amidst the various islands that studded the 
bay on either side. 

The " Fury*' then proceeded onward, accompanied 
by the boats of the " Columbine,** with Commander 
Hay, who went in advance sounding, and the pinnace 
of H.M.S. " Hastings,** under charge of Lieutenant 
Luard, and forty marines from the latter vessel, and 
carefully examined the numerous inlets in this 
beautiful and picturesque spot, and many were the' 
surmises, the while, that Chinese cunning and in*^ 
genuity had once again foiled the ardent desires of 
those emulous to show to these marauders the 
punishment ever due to the evil-doer. 

A small fleet of sampans containing fisherlneti,- 
soon, however, caused hope to return, by their in« 
forming the Chinese pilots on board the " Fury** that 
some piratical junks had put to sea a few days pre^ 
vious; but that at least ten were in a creek, to tho^ 
entrance of which they pointed. The "Fury** now 
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proceeded -with caution, and after another tedious 
boor a small inlet gradually opened, which at first 
only presented to the eje one large junk; but as the 
steamer gradually opened it, sixteen junks appeared, 
with colours flying and guns all ready for action, and 
whilst those on board the ^Fury*" were doubtful 
whether they (the Chinese) would rely on their old 
system of chicanery, and dedare themsiBlyes merely 
fithenmen armed only for their own protection, and 
nU qfwwne for the destruction of all whom circum- 
stances might throw in their path, weaker than 
themselyes, these surmises were pleasingly dispelled 
by their opening fire — thus becoming the attacking 
party, and commcnoiug a quick and woll*diroctod 
fire on the** Fury." 

At 10.30 A.X. the steamer returned their fire, and 
the first shell set one of their number in flames; 
ahot after shot in rapid succession whirred over head, 
and several struck the ship, one raking and passing 
through the companion, after wounding in its passage 
one of the men at the wheel; several also passed 
through the paddle-.casings, but although the direc- 
tion was good, all fortunately were harmless. In 
the meantime^ the 32-pounderB fix>m the '^Fury" 
were telUng with fearful cSbct, some of the shot 
pasring through several of the junks ranged in line, 
and those firom her bow-gun (a 68-pounder) went 
ringing through the enemy*s crafty and ricochetting 
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along the beach afterwards, finally entering, sans 
jceremoniey their strong and well-built houses. 

At 10.45 A.X. the firing opened from the farther- 
most junks, and another row on the rights which 
also commenced a rapid fire. Matters proceeded in 
this style until 11.30, when more of the junks took 
fire from the shell which exploded in-board, and the 
exertions of the pirates became now for the first 
time sensibly diminished; within ten minutes from 
this period two large junks blew up with fearful 
effect on their neighbours as well as themselves, and 
those were succeeded by three others in rapid sue* 
cession ; a shell now entered one of the largest from 
the foremost 08-poundor, and she almbst immediately 
followed her predecessors; another also proved to be 
on fire and also exploded. Their detachment on the 
right seemed now hara de combat — ^numbers might 
be seen jumping from the stems of the still remain- 
ing junks, against whom the grape told with fatal 
effect; such as escaped took to the hills. 

A harassing fire was still kept up from those on 
the left of the creek. At this period the boats were 
despatched, under cover of the fire from the '^ Fury,** 
to inspect and see whether any fire-rafts were in pre- 
paration, and they returned at 4.30, towing out one 
of the smaller junks firom, the detachment on the 
right, which bad been on fire, but extinguished, and 
those on board were presented with a specimen of 
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our would-be fishing friends. She was fitted to row 
twelve large sweeps on either side, and mounted no 
less than 17 guns^ mostly of English manufacture, 
some evidentlj of a reiy recent period; — ^the best of 
those were taken on board, and are now in Hong- 
Kong— the Tessel was afterwards destroyed. By 
2 P.M. the firing on the part of the Chinese had 
ceased. 

^ A party of marines were now despatched on shore 
under cover of the boats, to examine and destroy the 
various houses, and to prevent the descent of the 
enemy, who were watching on the summit of the 
various hills which surround this beautiful and well- 
chosen site, whilst others of the force were busily 
engaged firing the ye^ remaining junks; this accom- 
plished, they returned on hoard. 

The cool determination with which these delin- 
quents descended the hills, and attempted, nay, suc- 
ceeded in several instances, in allaying the ravages 
of the flames on their devoted crafty had it been 
exerted in a worthier causey must have excited feel- 
ixigs of wonder and admiration. Shot after shot 
warned them away — ^grape and canister did their 
work, yet still they returned to the task apparently 
undaunted; their fu^e attempts even the deadly 
flhell could not render apparent to them, and nothing 
■ave the presence of the boats filled with marines and 
'small arm me% And repeated doses of grape from the 
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, boats* guns, could drive these men firom their rash 
and fool-hardj attempts. 

The scene whidi presented itself as night closed in 
was beautiful in the extreme, — ^the small baj ap- 
peared one burning mass, the cracking of the burning 
vessels, ever and anon interrupted by the low boom 
that announced the explosion of the separate maga- 
. adnes, (several exploding at distant intervals on board 

• of each junk,) combined with the report from the 
guns on board the devoted craft, which kept up a 
constant fire as in succession they became red-hot, 
rendered the scene one which far surpasses our poor 
ideas of the picturesque; yet, amidst a scene like 
this, might be seen at intervals, the cunning, over- 
reaching, Chinese, working stealthily, at the hazard 
of their lives, for the recovery of those articles most 
valued by those who make their livelihood by plunder 
-^parties might be seen carrying off guns towards 
the mountains — the explosions of their vessels 
brought no fear to them^they knew that on them, 
and them only, their precarious livelihood depended; 
they had ventured on the ^cast*,** and they knew full 
well they must 

** Stand the btzaid of the die." 

What has been the result of this expedition Y— one 
quarter at. least of the pirate force, according to the 
best authorities, is already destroyed-^wenty-three 
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junks maimed and armed have been burned, together 
with four buildings ; this, combmed with the loss of 
all their stores and ammunition, and the destruction 
of at least fire hundred of these desperadoes, is a 
heavy blow. Two hundred of their guns hare been 
either taken or effectually destroyed, together with 
well stored magazines of powder, which, bearing the 
English stamp, must hare been either procured at 
Hong-Kong, Macao, or other marts in the east^ or, 
what is far worse, have been captured, in cases where 
none hare been left to tell to the world the horrible 
cruelties enacted by these celestial barbarians, the 
mere retrospect of which causes all well-regulated 
minds to shrink with horror from an abomination 
that has been, through the supineness of the powers 
that be, allowed to approadi our very thresholds. 

This pirate haunt, (their naval arsenal in &ct,) 
which, be it remembered, is now proved to have been 
Chui-apoo*s, is situated in Byas Bay, an inlet within 
forty miles to the eastward of Hong-Kong, and there 
can now be no doubt that these craffy and rapacious 
viUuns are able singly to capture many of the mer» 
chant vessels at present trading to the northward; 
their daring, in attacking one of the finest and best ap- 
pointed steamers in H.M. navy is now beyond doubt; 
and, whilst narrating the result^ we can only attri- 
bute it to an all-beneficent Firovidence, that so much 
has been effected with so little loss of life on the side 
of our gallant countrymen ; and, in conclusion, we 



"Dipized By ti OOg IC - - -"" " 



i 



OF CHUI-APOO AND SHAP-NG-TSAL 93 

sincerely trust that the entire* annihilation of these 
desperadoes will be effected with equal success. 

Were the Chinese a race of bdngs to whom ap- 
peals to their senses were possible, the present must 
read to them a great moral lesson. Here we see a 
band of men termed by them barbarians, at the risk 
of their lives, ziddmg their coast of the destroyers of 
their commerce. Is it for their own emolument Y 
Facts answer, — ^Nol Here thousands and tens of 
thousands of dollars worth of property have been 
destroyed, nothing gained by the victors — ^yet nothing 
is taken— it therefore is not for their own individual 
gain, but to evince their horror of those who by 
their nefarious practices, outrage all law, and 
eventually become the victims of their own cupidity 
and lawless avarice. 

We learn that one of the prisoners who floated along- 
side the ''Fury,** and whose leg was shot away, the 
other having been much injured and since amputated, 
states that his name is Loo-sam, and that he is a 
native of the Loochow country, and a carpenter by 
trade— that he worked at Chui-apoo*s dockyard, 
whither he went to work on board a junk there 
building on Monday morning, — after the steam-boat 
came,^he was at work when shot, — after he was 
wounded they (the pirates) threw him on board the 
sampan. He stated that Chui-apoo was the head 
man of the pirates ; he (Chui-4i-poo,) originally be^ 
longed to Checkchoo j that Hong-maou-kop waa his 
H 
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countiy; his younger brother is named Chee-sam, and 
is also a pirate ehief ; they both belonged to Shap-ng- 
tsai's fleet, and were implicated in the murders of 
Da Costa and Dwyer. 

The 2nd of October was devoted to the comple- 
ting of the good work so nobly begun on the day 
previous. As the sun rose, the picturesque pirate 
creek of Pinghoi presented a far different aspect to 
that which it did previous to the vomiting forth 
those messengers of destruction which had effected 
their work of demolition so effectually a few hours 
before; still much remained to be done; groups of 
men might be seen congregated on the hills, armed 
with matchlocks and spears, who on the least rehxa- 
tion of vigilance on the part of those already fatigued 
with the exertions of the day previous, descended, 
and recommenced their efforts for the recovery of 
their guns; and ere the boats had well reached the 
M Fury** at the seaman's dinner hour, small sampans 
were floated out of the creek, and hundreds might be 
seen busily engaged attempting to recover the yet 
undestroyed portion of their armament. A party 
was now despatched under cover of our guns to 
effect at once their immediate destruction, and all 
being aoeomplished at suu'^iet, the *' Fury" got under 
weigh and rejoined the ''Columbine;" the pirates 
agam descended from the lulls, and might be. seen 
prowling over the now useless relics of their former 
power. ^ 
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At daj-break the succeeding. morning the whole 
force again got under weigh in search of certain junks 
of which information had been received, but whidi 
proved to be either incorrect, or else the loud-tongued 
whelping of the 68-pounder guns on board the '^Furj** 
announced her whereabouts too plainly, to be altoge- 
ther comfortable. 

The reception the expedition met with on 
returning to Hong-Kong after the services above 
detailed in the various extracts offered for 
perusal, was most gratifying to every one con- 
cerned, and but one feeling, that of great satis- 
faction, appeared to pervade the entire com- 
munity of this important colony. 

As soon as the decrees for head money were 
procured from the Judge of the Admiralty 
Court, it was determined upon to present some 
substantial testimonials to those who had so 
materially assisted us in the operation& 
' To Mr. Jamieson, the commander of the 
^'Canton," was awarded a tea-service, of the 
value of 502. To Captain Watkins, a handsome 
sword, of the value of 502., and to M. D. R. 
Caldwell, a purse of 1002.; which presents, 
accompanied by suitable inscriptions^ have been 
h2 
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forwarded io the respectiye gentlemen by 
Messra Ommanney, the ships' agenta 

It will be seen by the following extract^ that 
not only Chui-apoo, but a number of his fol- 
lowers^ actually landed on the island of Hong- 
Kong, after the destruction of his fleet and 
arsenal on the 1st Oct I merely introduce this 
extract to show how accessible to marauders 
and bucaniers the island ^of Hong-Eong is, and 
the danger the settlement must have been in 
when surroimded, as it had been for months, 
by such a number of desperate characters.* 

Friend qf China, 2dth October, 1849. 

SEIZURE OF PIRATES AT SIAKLBT. 

On Thursday, in consequence of intelligence re- 
ceived from a Chinese boy, Lieutenant Layard, in 
command of the detachment of the Ceylon Rifles sta- 
tioned at Stanley, was induced to surround a house 
occupied by some Chinese, in which he was told part 
of Chui-apoo's gang had taken up their quarters. Mr. 
Layard, finding the door fastened, ordered some of 
his men to discharge their rifles into the lock, which 
had the expected effect of blowing it off. Inside 
^ Vide Appendix E sad F. 



Digitized by VjOO^IC 



OF CHUI-APOO AND SHAP-NG-TSAL 97 

was a partj of twelve men ; one was identified as a 
deserter from the Rifles. He threw himself upon 
Mr. Layard's mercy, stating that if his life was 
spared he would disclose the particulars of the murder 
of Captain Da Costa and Lieutenant Dwyer. Mr. 
Layard could only promise that he would he spared 
in the meantime, and protected from violence. 

The deserter made a voluntary confession. He is, 
by birth, a half-caste, his father being a Chinese emi- 
grant from Macao, his mother a Malay ; he was bom 
at one of the Straits settlements, and there enlisted. 
Since his desertion he has fraternised with Chui-apoo, 
and was present when the fleet and settlement were 
destroyed by H. M. steam sloop " Fury." 

Seven of the Chinamen captured be pointed out 
as members of Chui-apoo's force; two of these men 
are chaiged with the murder of Captain Da Costa and 
Lieutenant Dwyer ; their names are recorded in the 
sentence of the jury which sat on the body of the 
firat-named officer. 

The prisoner stated further, that arrangements 
had been made for killing all the officers stationed 
at Stanley; the crime was to have been consummated 
on the night of the day upon which the two unfor- 
tunate gentlemen strolled into the village where 
they were murdered. The sight of these officers 
inflamed the passions of the gang, and they antioi- 
pated the preconcerted plan by assassinating them a 
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few hours earlier than was intended. The prisoner 
says he pleaded hard for Lieutenant Dwyer (of the 
corps from which he deserted), as he was always a 
kind officer, hut the Chinese would not listen to him; 
he did not intercede for Captain Da Costa. Alarmed 
when thej perceived that the soldiers were out in 
search of the missing officers — and knowing that 
their more extensive plan of hutcheiy could not 
succeed, as the party at Stanley were on their guard 
— ^they fled the island that night Since then the 
prisoner has shared the fortunes of the pirate chief, 
and held some rank under him. It was also ascer- 
tuned from this man that Chui-apoo himself has heen 
on this island since his discomfiture ; a fact of which 
the police had previous information. 

It is prohahle that the deserter will be tried by 
a military courts a tribunal which admits of no legal 
quibbles ; but should he be handed over to the civil 
authorities, he will readily turn approver in the expec- 
tation of his life being spared. We presume that 
two of the other prisoners will be put on their trial 
for the murder of Captain Da Costa and Lieutenant 
Dwyer, and five be arraigned before the High Court 
of Admiralty on a charge of piracy. 

In his arrangements for making the capture. Lieu- 
tenant Layard displayed great tact; unfortunately, 
two men were wounded, though not dangerously. 
This was unavoidable ; orders being given to shoot 
those who attempted to escape, some Chinese were 



rbTGbogte 



OF CHUI-APOO AND SHAP^NG-TSAL 99 

running off, when one of the Biflemen fired and 
wounded two of them.* 

Although containixig much matter already 
before my readers, I cannot omit the following 
remarks firom the China Mail of the 1st No- 
vember, 1849. 

China Mail, November 1, 1849. 

FROM OUR OYERLAKD EDITION. 

Last month the measures adopted for the suppres- 
sion of piracy occupied a considerable portion of our 
columns, and the same subject is again prominent in 
the present Overland, It will be perceived that the 
pirates have been encountered in considerable force 
within fifty miles of Hong-Kong, by H. M. ships 
'' Columbine** and " Fury,** with the usual result 
where discipline and skill are pitted against untaught 
animal courage. Our vessels dealt destruction at a 
distance beyond the pirates* range, who were utterly 
routed, their vessels burnt, and their establishments 
on shore demolished. Hundreds were slaughtered, 
but, according to the official report, four-fifths escaped 
with their lives, and none were taken prisoners. The 
pirate band on the occasion was under the command 

• The men wer^ wounded in the bouse. Tbe deserter ha^ 
been exunioed before tbe ebief magiBtrate, but made over no 
eonfession, at be is to be tried by military law. 
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of Chui-apoo, whose name is familiar to most of our 
readers, from the part he pkyed at WoDg-maou-kok, 
when CSaptain Da Costa and Lieutenant Dwyer were 
killed. Among his own countrymen, however, he had 
become notorious long before that event; and as a 
bucanier^ was a nuurked main by the Chinese authori- 
ties.* He is supposed to have been in command of 
a detachment of Shap-ng-tsai*s large fleet, that chief 
himiself being in the south with the main force. As 
a price has been set upon the head of Chui-apoo by 
our government^ an ineffectual effort was made to take 
him alive; but he was reported to have been severely 
wounded, although this has since been denied by a 
deserter from the Ceylon Rifles, who professes to be 
c<^gnizant of Chui-apoo's movements. 

In the correspondence of the British Plenipoten- 
tiary with the Chinese Viceroy, the capture of this 
outlaw is put forward as one of the main reasons for 
undertaking and continuing the expeditions, in the 
course of which, '' if," it is said, ** accidents should 
happen through ignorance on our part^ the blame 
must attach to the Chinese Viceroy for not having 
earlier caused this miscreant to be apprehended.** 

* The cliaracter of the muk, and the faet of hit heing out- 
lawed by his own gotemment, were koown to aome membera of 
can loog before the tragedy of Wong-maou-kok ; but so far 
ftom keeping a cheek upon him, he, or one of his gang for him, 
obtained a lieenee for manufaotoring gunpowder within the 
colony, it being notofiooa thai such powder ia chiefly made for 
the nac of pirates. 
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If by '^ accidents** be meant the indiscriminate 
destruction of life and property, rery probably Sea | 

may not be satisfied with the soundness of the doc- j 

trine. He must be at a loss to understand why he I 

should be made responsible for the apprehension of a 
desperado, who, when outlawed in his own country, 
had sought refuge within our territory, where he 
would have been suffered to remain unmolested had 
he not become obnoxious also to our laws; and we, 
having since failed to capture him, now turn round | 

on Sen, and hold him responsible for any " accidents** 
that may happen through his having been equally 
unsuccessful! Chui-apoo*s piracies have been com- 
mitted, so fiftr as is known, exclusively against his 
own countrymen, and should he fall into their hands, 
he will probably be punished by their laws, to which 
our demands upon him must be postponed; and we 
may add, that were he now our prisoner, his con- 
viction upon a charge of murder is by no means 
certain. 

Mr. Bonham does justice to the operations of the 
British force; but it is amusing to observe how Seu 
shifts the whole praise to his own officers. He does 
not even thank us for our interference, which tends 
to confirm our previous impression that it is not 
desired; and should the expedition sent three weeks 
ago to extirpate Shap-ng-tsai's fleet in the south, re- 
turn successful, it may by and by be found that we 
have destroyed the very power intended by the 
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Chinese themselves for suppression of piracy on the 
east coast. 

This man having acquired the position of a power- 
ful chiefs was understood to have made his peace, 
with his government, on condition of extirpating 
other pirates, and had already g^ven earnest of his 
capadty to do so. He was formerly, it is said, well 
known in Macao, having at one time command of a 
Portuguese Lorcha. Of his subsequent career, till 
recently, little is known, but it is presumed he has. 
consorted with pirates, whose aggressions having 
been confined to their own countrymen, attracted 
comparatively little attention from ours, until acci- 
dent brought us in contact with him, at the very 
time he was negotiating for an amnesty with the 
Chinese authorities. The destruction of his fleet 
may afford a rich harvest of head-money, but it re- 
mains to be seen whether native trade will in future 
be more secure from pirates than heretofore. 

We are indebted to a correspondent for the fol- 
lowing particulars regarding Shap-ng-tsai, which, it 
seems, is not^ as has been supposed, the name of a 
piratical chief, but the denomination of a kind of 
brotherhood, closely connected with the Triad Society. 

Our informant says, — " Shap-ng-tsai is the Canton 
pronundation of -^ j|£ /?* or the Jifteen bays. 

They are formed by the ~ ^ '^ Sam-hMinffuy^ 
or the Ams Campanie$, and mixing these up with 
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the holy number, five of the ^t ^ hung-tsze, or 
Triad Society, people say three times five are fifteen, 
and henee the denomination — theJi/Um hoya. This 
is all the explanation people who themselves are not 
connected with the society can give about the name. 

The three companies^ all of them going under 
the name of Shap-ng-tsai, are headed by three chieis, 
viz: — 

'*L€ang ^ Chang ^ and Leu> ^ (pro- 
nounced Zootc by the Canton people), and ea^ ^^ 
these chiefs has his fleet, with which he manoeuvres 
independently of the others ; all three, however, being 
formerly on the outside waters, partly to the south, 
partly to the north of the province of Kwangtung. 

**Leang, a native of the district of Shantuk,* 
used to be the most dreaded of the three. It is 
understood that Sen has frequently tried to entice 
him to surrender, on condition of receiving a man« 
darinship; and only a short time since, (about six 
weeks ago,) a meeting was arranged between them, 
but they could not agree as to terms.t 

* The distriot adjoining Heaog-sbftn, in whieh Maom U 
situated.— Ed. CM. 

f One story goes tbot : — ^Leang had an interview with Sen, 
and was oflfered high rank, whioh he reflised, whereupon Sen 
got iooensed at his non aeeeptanee, and threatened to hate him 
beheaded ; from which doom Leang saved himself by paying, it 
is said, three millions of dollars, and promising no more to 
trouble the shores of Kwang-tnng. The amount of the bribe 
must be exaggerated, at is usual with Chinese, and its tender 
and the viceroy's threat are not very consistent with the rest of 
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'' Chang is now on the south-west coast, and is 
the one against whom the British men of-war hare 
been cruising. He has been on bad terms with the 
local mandarins^ and fought against their soldiers 
several times at Tien-pahk last year, when he defeated 
them, took the town, and carried some mandarins 
off as prisoners.* His principal station is Hainan. 

** Lew is likewise a bitter enemj of the mandarinfl. 
He is stationed in the Canton river, and the plun- 
dering of fast-boats, cutting off cutters, ^, are 
chieflj his doing. His receiving vessels are stationed 
in hidden bajs, and small boats, fishing craft, &c, 
are employed by him for the prosecution of his 
piracies. 

''A number of the members of the ScmM-humy 
are said to be stationed on shore, at Canton, Hong- 
Kong, and other places, their duty being to keep the 
chiefs informed of what is going on. They appear 
to be engaged in some respectable business, and are 
supported by the Three Companies.** — China Moid^ 
Nw. 1, 1840. 

The accompanying correspondence ia extracted 
from the CKvMU Mail of the 18th of October, 

the itoiy. Bot it it oertain that Leang liai sinee left the dii- 
triot for eome other field of exploit. Quer^'^lt he the pirate 
ehief who, just before the recent expeditions to Hainan, was 
defeated by Shap-ng-Uai, as a condition of being himself taken 
into faToar7— /^uf. 

* Sinee which time, we presame, he has made terms with the 
heads of the gotemment.— Z(u<. 
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1849. The first letter, from Mr. Bonham, re- 
fers to the attack made upon the pirates on the 
west coasts by the "Medea.'' The second re- 
fers to the attacks of the " Columbine/' on 28th 
and 29th of September, and " Columbine" and 
« Fury/' on the 1st of October, 1849. 

Diplomatie Department. 
GOYBRKMENT NOTIFICATION. 

His Excellency Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary, &a, 
&C., deems it desirable to publish for general informa- 
tion the following two Official Communications ad- 
dressed by His Excellency to the Imperial High Com- 
missioner, together with that functionary's Reply to 
the latter communication; the correspondence in 
question being connected with the successful operar 
tions of Her Majesty's Ships for the suppression of 
Piracy in the adjacent seas. 

By Order, 

A. R Johnston. 

Vietoria, Hong-Kong, 17ib Oetober, 1840. 

* 
Frcm His ExoeUmcy Mr. JBonham, to SU, Imperial 
CammiUiionar. 

Vietoria, Hong*Kong, 20tb September, 1840. • 

I have already upon several occasions addressed 

Tour Excellency regarding pirates; but as long as 

they remained at a distance and did notinterfere with 
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British vessels, I did not consider myself bound to 
interpose. Lately, however, acts of piracy have been 
more than ordinarily frequent in the vicinity of this 
colony; one junk, the property of a British subject^ 
has been seized off Hainan, and there have been 
rumours that a British vessel, long missing, had been 
captured by the pirates in that neighbourhood. A 
vessel-of-war was in consequence despatched to make 
search; and on the 5th September, in Tinpak Bay, 
fell in with a fleet of pirate junks, of which she de- 
stroyed five. Upon her report, a second vessel was 
sent upon the 8th, which also destroyed five. These 
vessels were undoubtedly piratical, and formed part 
of the fleet of Shap-ng-tsaL They were pointed out 
as such by some of the Chinese whom they had de- 
tained at the above place; and the Chinese authorities 
on the coast^ who are all much gratified at our sue 
cess, also made a statement to that effect. 

It is dear that your naval authorities have not the 
power to destroy, or disperse, these marauders. Now 
that they have come to the vicinity of this island, I 
have determined to take steps for the despatch of 
vessels to scour the seas in all directions, more espe- 
cially as I understand that Tsii-i-p6, who murdered 
two English officers in the month of March last, is a 
leading man amongst them. I have twice called 
Your Excellency's attention to this outrage, committed 
by one of your own countrymen, who afterwards fled 
from my jurisdiction. He must now be in that of 
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Tour Excellency; nevertheless nothing appears to 
have been done towards his apprehension; and if, in 
the attempts which I myself am making to arrest 
him, accidents should happen through ignorance on 
our part, the blame of these must attach to Your 
Excellency, for not having earlier caused this mis- 
creant to be apprehended. 

I am aware that there may be some difficulty in 
effecting his capture; but I feel sure that, if Your 
Excellency would take the usual steps to secure him, 
it would be in your power to send him to me to be 
tried and punished. 

This murder took place five months ago; but it is 
still fresh in my memory, and will remain so until 
satisfaction has been afforded for so abominable an 
outrage. 

Accept the assurances, &c 

S. O. BONHAIC. 
His Excelleney Sii, 
Imperial High Commisiioiier, ^c, ke,, &e., 



From Eta Excdlency Mr, Bonfiam, to SU, Imperial 
Cammiasianer, 

Victoria, Hong-Kong, 8tb October, 1849. 

I have again the honour to communicate to Your 
Excellency the particulars of a successful attack made 
by two English vessels-of-war upon a large force of 
pirates. 
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Information having been received that a large fleets 
under T8ii-&-p6, were at a place called Pbg-hoi, in the 
district of Kweisheny a brig-of-war was despatched in 
quest of ihem on the 27th ultimo. She arrived at 
noon on the 28th, found that they had sacked the 
village, and gone to Tysami,* off which place she saw 
them about 11 p.m. — fourteen sail in all; the village 
at this place was also smouldering. The brig con- 
tinued to chase them the whole nighty but the wind 
was light and she was long in approaching them, 
until, on the morning of the 29ih, an English mer- 
chant steamer coming up, towed her close to a large 
junk, which, going into shoal water, the brig's boats 
attacked and boarded. Two forts on the shore also 
opened fire upon the junk ; and her crew, as soon as 
she was boarded, blew her up, destroying some ninety 
of themselves, while a British officer and three seamen 
were killed, and seven seamen injured. Of the pirate's 
squadron, three vessels, abandoned by their crews, 
were rendered useless by our people; the remaining 
ten got BMBy and were pursued by the brig. On the 
30th, the wounded were sent back in the merchant 
steamer to Hong-Kong, with a report of all that had 
taken place to the Naval Commander-in-Chief, by 
whom orders were instantly given to a large man-of- 
war steamer to proceed to the spot and assist the brig. 
These two vessels retumedto this harbour on the 4th 
instant, and announced the total annihilation of TsU- 



OF CHXn-APOO AND SHAP-NQ-TSiX 109 

i-p5*8 fleet, ooDsisting of twenty-three piratical junksy 
averaging five hundred tonsin burden, and mounting 
from twelve to eighteen guns. Three hundred and 
fifty guns had been also destroyed; and two new 
junks, on the stocks, at a place in the vicinity; as 
also two small dockyards, and a large supply of naval 
stores had been burned. There were besides some 
four hundred pirates killed, and the rest, some four* 
teen hundred, dispersed — ^with arms, indeed, but with- 
out any means of continuing to exercise their danger* 
ous vocation. 

As regards Tsti-fi-pb, who, as I mentioned in my 
letter of the 20th ultimo to Tour Excellency, I had 
reason to suppose was a leader amongst these pirates, 
it is stated by a wounded Chinese who was picked up 
in the water, that he had been wounded in the en- 
counter and carried off by his followere. There would 
therefore be, I should imagine, little difficulty in dis- 
covering him ; and the local authorities of the coast 
districts will, I trusty receive immediate orden to 
search for and seize him; and to lose no time in fol- 
lowing up this successful attack upon his band, and 
utterly exterminating them* 

I have much satisfaction in communicating these 
particulan to Tour Excellency, and take the oppor* 
tunity of remarking once more, that our success in 
completely putting down this nuisance, which is even 
more hurtful to you than to ounelves, would be sure, 
if I could prevail upon Tour Excellency to concert 
I 
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with me those measures of oo-operation, the advan- 
tage of which I have so often pressed upon your at- 
tenti(m. In mj communication of 20th ultimo, above 
referred to, I said, ^' that I was determined to take 
steps for the despatch of vessels to scour the seas in 
all directions;" and I shall only add tliat^ whether 
Tour Excellency is pleased to co-operate with me or 
not^ I shall accordingly miss no opportunity of 
destroying these common enemies of mankind, 
wherever they are to be found in these waters; that 
the spreading of this evil may be effectually put an 

end to. 

Accept the assurances, dec. 

S. O. BOKHAH. 
His Exeelleney Sii, 
Imperial High ComiiiiMioiier, &e., &e., &e. 



Sii, by Imperial appointment High Commissioner, 
Govemor-Qeneral of the TwoJ^wing^ dea, dea, dbc;, 
in reply: ^ 

I am in receipt of Your Excellency*s letter of the 
22nd of the 8th moon (8th October), and have fiilly 
acquainted myself with the contents of it. My mind 
is most anxiously concerned about the mjuries which 
the men and officers of Your Honourable nation, en- 
gaged in the extermination and capture of the pirates, 
have suffered from the ignition of the powder to which 
the latter, in their desperation, set fire. The civil 
and military officers to the eastward had reported 
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that, on the 10th of the 8th moon (26th September), 
certain pirates, whose vessels were in the harbour of 
the military station of Ping-hdi, had fallen upon Ti- 
ngiu (T4i-6), a village within the creek. Shin, the 
chief magistrate of this district of Kwei-sheUi acting 
in concert with the military authorities, had put him- 
self at the head of the troops and volunteers, and from 
the fort of Ch6h-tsang, had sunk three, and burned 
one, of the vessels of the pirates, of whom upwards 
of 100 were killed; some ten of the troops and 
volunteers being at the same time wounded. The 
pirates now made for Shan-wi (S6n-mi), and being 
there again beaten off by the troops and volunteers, 
stood out to sea^ where they fell in with the cruisers 
of Your Honourable nation, on being attacked by 
whom they got away to the harbour of Tun-t*au« 
Here the commandant of Hwui-chau, the chief magis- 
trate, and an of&cer of the rank of captain, opened 
upon them from the forts, and having, by the cross 
fire of these, set one of the ships in flames, they took 
alive eighteen of the crew as they were making their 
escape ashore, and as soon as they had extracted from, 
them all they had to say, forwarded them to the city. 

The destruction of the whole fleet of the pirates 
and the death of some 400 of them, of which I am 
informed in the letter now under acknowledgment^ 
will greaUy gladden the hearts of all men. 

Upon the receipt of the reports from the eastward, 
I had already sent an express to the civil and military 
I2 
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officers along the coast, with orders to make search 
and to seize in all directions, in the hope that (the 
pirates) might thus be swept dean airay, and utterly 
extirpated.* 

As Sii-i-p&d (Ts&4-p6) was wounded, he would, I 
imagine, hare difficulty in flying to any distance. If 
he be not yet dead, as soon as he shall be taken, he 
shall of course be punished with the utmost rigour; 
there shall be no possibility of his resuming his evil 
career [Hi. no sprout, however small, (which might 
again flourish) shall be left.] 

While thus replying to you, I avail myself of the 
opportunity to wish that the blessings of the season 
(Autumn) may daily increase to Your Excellency. 

A aaeetMiy eommaiiieAUoii addreued to Mr. Bonbam, 
H. B. M. PleDipotentiaiy, &e., ^, &c. 
Tinkwuig, 29th year, 8th moon, 25th day, (11th Ootober, 1840.) 
Tma Translation, 

T. F. Wadx, 
AMistant Chinoso Seerotaiy. 

These successful operations against the com- 
mon enemy gave such confidence to the coasting 
traders, that a very sensible difference occurred 
about this time in the sales of British manufistc- 
tured goods as well as Indian produce in Canton 
and Hong-Kong, and led, no doubt, to the 
following letter from the British and other 

•AppnidixP. 
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merchants in China, to His Excellency the Naval 
Commander-in-chie£ Whatever the peace- 
mongers or others may say, there is no denying 
the tact, that trade received a great stimulus 
when the coast was thus cleared of piratea 

It will be seen in the course of this narrative, 
(although my readers are already aware of it) 
that the British merchants handsomely and con- 
siderately presented services of plate, of the value 
of £300 a-piece, to the commanders of the vessels- 
of-war engaged in the suppression of piracy. 

It is not likely they would have given these 
substantial testimonials of their regard without 
some benefit had been conferred on their com- 
mercial transactiona And although our mer- 
chants in general, but particularly in China, act 
with much generous munificence when suitable 
occasions present themselves, still we may pre- 
sume they received, in the impulse given to 
trade, the quid pro quo. Not that I mean to 
imply, that this feeling alone prompted them to 
these gratifying proofs of their estimation of 
the services rendered to their country's interests, 
— 08, on the contrary, I feel confident that they 
appreciated the gallantly displayed by those 
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officers, as well as their ship's companies^ on 
occasions when great skill, judgment, and deter- 
mination were necessary to obtain, in the way 
they did, such splendid results, with so small a 
sacrifice of valuable life. 

The following letter and remarks are extracted 
from the Ovitiomd Friend of OhvMi^ of 29th 
October, 1849. 

LETTER OF THAVKS FROIC THE XERCHAKTS. 

The resident merchants of HoDg-Kong, in a letter 
addressed to Bear-Admiral Sir Francis A. Collier, . 
C.B., express their thanks for the services recently 
performed hy H.M. ships in suppressing piracy on 
the coast of China. This community generally will 
cordially agree with the sentiments embodied in the 
letter from the mercantile body; there is not an 
inhabitont of Hong-Kong who cannot appreciate and 
admire the gallant conduct of Captains Hay, Willcox, 
and Lockyer; and though, as yet, we are not in 
possession of the particulars, we know that H.M. 
sloop ''Pilots" Captain Lyons, in June and July, 
destroyed ten piratical junks on the north-east coast, 
kflling 85 and capturing 167 of their crews. To 
that officer also this community — more especially 
those engaged in the coast trade— are under deep 
obligations. We are glad to see that the mercantile 
body have come forward promptly with their meed of 
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approbation; through an oversight — ^we presume— 
the letter was not sent to one or two firms extennvely 
connected with shipping — thej would have signed it 
with the greatest pleasure; and it may be grateful to 
the feelings of the commanders of H.M. ships engaged 
in this service, and also to the feelings of their 
officers and crews, to know that all interested in the 
local shipping, as well as others engaged in trade, 
and the great body of the community, cheerfully 
acknowledge their good works, and give a hearfy 
concurrence to the letter which is here subjoined :— 

His Exeellenoy R««r-Admind 
Sib Fbavcis A. Collibb, C.B., K.C.H., 
Commuider-iD-Cbief, fto., &e. 

Hong-Kong, October, 1840* 
Sib, — ^We, the undersigned merchants of Hong- 
Kong, do ourselves the honour of addressing your excel* 
lency,to express our cordial thanks for the prompt and 
decisive measures adopted for the 'extirpation of 
pirates in these waters, and for the protection thereby 
afforded to British commerce. 

We would at the same time avail ourselves of this 
opportunity of expressing our admiration of the zeal 
and gallantly displayed by Captain Hay of H.lf. 
brig '' Columbine^** previous to your excellenc/f 
arrival, as well as of that of Captain Willcox, of H.M. 
steamer ''Fuiy,** despc^tched afterwards by your 
orders, to render aid on the recent occasion, when, by 
the skill and perseverance of these officers, a for^ 
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midable fleet of ihirty strongly anned piratical 
vessels and their dockyard, at no distance from this 
colony^ were totally destroyed We would be wantbg 
to ourselyes^ were we to fail to express our thanks 
for a service so important. We sincerely trust that 
these two officers may be as fortunate in Hkm present 
endeavours to discover the still more formidable fleet 
of pirates on the west coast^ in which case we feel 
certain that its destruction is inevitable. While 
expressing our sentiments of these important services, 
we cannot pass over those performed by Captain 
LodLyer, of H.M. steamer ''Medeay"* to whom our 
best thanks are likewise due for the destruction of 
£ye piratical junks on the west coast, and discovering 
the strength of these powerful fleets. 

We need not point out to your excellency the 
necessity of peace and safety in the successful prose- 
cution of trade generally, and particularly to a colony 
like Hong-Kong, which is still in its infimcy. 

To the numerous vessels tradmg to this country, 
and particularly to those of smaller tonnage frequent- 
ing the several five ports on the north-east coast, the 
destruction of so many piratical vessels, so powerful 
both with respect to their size and armament, is of 
viEtst importance ; and we doubt not that, combined 
with the continued watchfulness and exertions of the 
oonmianden of H. M. vessels, stationed on the 

* 8m Appaadlz D. 



dbyGoogk 



OF GHUI-APOO Ain) 8HAP-NG-TSiX 117 

ooast^ it will afford a salutary warning to the pirates 
farther north| and give additional security to the 
rapidly increasing trade with that part of the Chinese 
empire. 

We again offer your excellenoy the expression of 
our most cordial thanks, and hare the honour to be, 
sir, your most obedient servants, 

Jaxdvxe, Mathesok dc Co. 
Dent & Co. 
Lindsay dc Co. 
Fletcher & Co. 
W. Scott & Co. 
Bush & Co. 
Jamieson, Edoeb & Co. 
OiBBy Livingston & Co. 
Bawle, Drinker & Co. 
Maovicar & Co. 
Turner & Co., and others. 



** HMtings," at Hong-Kong, Oot. 23, 1849. 

Oentleuen, — I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, on the 
subject of the late successful operations of H.M. 
ships against the pirates on the coast of China, and 
it gives me much satisCaction to learn firom your 
letter that the services rendered by H.M. squadron 
in the destruction of pirates, and the protection 
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thereby afforded to peaceful trading YeaaeU, are likely 
to advance the commerce of this colony.— I have the 
honour to be, gentiemen, your meet obedient^ humble 
servant^ 

F. A. COLLIBBy 
Rear-Adminl and Commaoder-in-Cliief. 
Mewn. Jardine, Matheson k Co., Dent uid Co., and othor 
morebanti of Hoog-Xong. 

.With reference to the foregoing accounts, 
reported in most of the morning papers. The 
Times, of the 22nd December, 1849| contained 
the following editorial remarks: — 

It is the liability of a certain class of spokesmen 
to be perpetually convicted by the point blank 
opposition of facts. 

The predicted mOlennium of universal peace was 
answered by the French Bevolution and the Hun- 
garian War, and an elaborate depreciation of the 
power of Russia was exemplified by lier instantaneous 
conquest of a kingdom which for twelve months had 
kept all other enemies at bay. 

Recently, it has been loudly declared that there 
were no such people as pirates; that the character 
was a pure invention of bloodthirsty officers, devised 
to gratify thar own butcherly propensities, to give a 
pretext for naval armaments, to keep up the esti-^ 
mates, and to support the aristocracy out of the 
pockets of the tax-payers. Ko sooner have these 
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audacious assertions been advanced; than home comes 
the China Mail, with such a gazette of actions and 
casualties as we have hardlj seen since the war. 
We only wish the exposure of these malicious 
calumnies was a little less complete. It has been 
made matter of heavy aggravation against one officer 
engaged in these affairs^ that no losses were ex* 
perienced on the side of the British, but that things 
were managed in a style so sneaking and unmanlyi 
as to throw the whole punishment on the unfortunate 
buccaneers. This time, at leasts there has been no 
monopoly of suffering, and we have only too much 
reason to fear that still worse may remain behind. , 

The British authorities in the China seas must be 
strangely confused when they read in the English 
papers that the existence of piracy is flatly denied, 
and the reports of such doings attributed wholly to 
the interested falsehoods of public 'servants. So 
eternal, inveterate, and ineradicable has been this 
plague of the seas, that solemn leagues have been 
repeatedly formed for its extirpation; and one of the 
arguments most plausibly alleged for the extension 
of our own settlements in these quarters, was that 
the Dutch, in neglecting the patrol of the seas, had 
broken the conditions on which they were left in ' | 

possession, and rendered it obligatory on some more 
active power to assume the guardianship of lawful 
commerce. Such duties we have promptly dis- 
charged, but political circumstances have lately con- 
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iributed to the encouragement of piratical depreda^ 
tions on a scale nerer before known. 

The Chinese goTemment is both weak and dia- 
affectedi — ^weak as regards its authority over its own 
subjects^ and disaffected as regards its sentiments 
towards oursdres. It probably could not suppress 
piracy; it certainly has no intention to do so. The 
buccaneers pay a small tribute in the proper quarters, 
and undertake to drire the foreigners from the waters 
of the celestial empire. 

Neither of these stipulations is disagreeable to the 
Court of Pekin, and the consequence has been such 
an extension of the system, that merchantmen hare 
been picked off by these roTcrs as they were by 
privateers in the war time. At length a regular 
expedition was resolved upon at Hong-Kong, and 
with the following results: — 

The ''Columbine** having first started alone on 
a cruise to the northward, fell in with a piratical fleet 
of fifteen large junks, but was prevented by their 
superior speed and the shallowness of the water from 
closing with them. While she was manoeuvring 
with this object, the ^ Canton,** a steamer which had 
been despatched in search of a missing merchantman, 
hove in sight, and towed the ''Columbine** to her 
poat^ where, however, she presently grounded, within 
muaket-range of a large junk. Her boats were then 
lowered for the purpose of cutting the junk out; 
and although their ammunition entirely fiiiled in the 
operation, it was resolved by the lieutenant in com- 
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mand to carry her at onoe by boarding. Thb waa 
accordingly done, in the teeth of a resistance most 
stubbornly displayed, and finally crowned by the 
true desperation of a buccaneer. The captain of the 
pirates, when the junk was carried, rushed below 
with a lighted joss-stick. His purpose was observed 
and detected by Mr. Qoddard, a midshipman of the 
** Columbine,** who threw himself headlong in pursuit 
— ^but it was too late. The rover had set fire to the 
magazine, and actors and captives were all blown 
into the air together. The lieutenant saved himself- 
and a seaman by jumping promptly overboard ; but 
Mr. Qoddard, nine seamen, and two marines, were 
killed or wounded by the explosion. Unfortunately, 
the gallant young officer was amongst the former. 
Upon this the *' Canton" was despatched with all 
speed for medical aid and further reinforcements, as 
the pirates were mustering in numbers far too strong 
for the ** Columbine ** alone. Within two hours alter 
the report reached Hong-Kong, the ''Fury** waa 
under steam, and before nightfall she joined her 
consort At day-break next morning, they recon- 
noitred the scene of action, but though the '^ Colum- 
bine** had endeavoured to keep dose on the enemy's 
track, not a sail waa to be seen. It was feared the 
pirates had escaped — ^but with little reason— for as a 
certain point of the coast was rounded, fifteen of 
these innocent vessels suddenly appeared in line, with 
colours flying and guns ready for action — ^from which 
a rapid and well-directed fire was immediately opened 
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on the British ships. The ''Columbine** stood a 
little to seaward. The ''Furj,** without heeding or 
returning the storm of shot to which she was ez- 
posedy steamed right through the line of junks till 
she had cut them off from the shore.* Once anchored 
in ihb position, she threw down her bulwarks, and 
with her long 68-pounder swept the whole pirate 
line from end to end. Every shot and shell told, 
and before noon 14 of the junks were in flames. 

The crews contrived, in great part, to effect their 
escape, and amongst them, unluckily, the notorious 
pirate chief himself. One, however, of the prisoners 
taken has confessed to the cold blooded murder, bj 
this veiy chief and his gang, of the two British 
officers, Captain Da Costa and Lieutenant Dwyer, 
whose fate exdted such commiseration a few months 
ago. It was resolved hj the commander-in-chief to 
follow up this encounter, and if possible to dear the 
coasts of these desperate buccaneers. The " Medea** f 
and the " Fhlegethon** were accordingly added to the 
expeditionary squadron, which sailed for the west 
in pursuit of a fleet far more powerful than that 
just engaged. We regret to add that at the time 
the mail left^ not only had the ships not returned, 
but rumours were indistinctly current of some serious 
miscarriage.^ We can only trust such apprehensions 
may be groundless, and the pirates must indeed 

* Tbit it a niseoaoeption. 
t Tbit is a nituke* X ^** P*^ ^^« 



OF CHUI-APOO AND SHAP-XO-TSAL 123 

hare mustered strongly if they proved able to repulse 
or cripple four ships of war. 

On the other hand, their number and desperation 
were matter of notoriety, and except on the suppo- 
sition of some mischance, it seemed difficult to 
account for the total interruption of intelligence. 

It will be edifying to observe the conclusions of 
the " Manchester School ** upon these reports. They 
have hitherto omitted no means of maligning and 
vilifying the British Navy in the eyes of the people. 
If any of our readers can understand how, in the war 
time, faction could have carried men to the length of 
deifying Bonaparte, decr3ring Sir Arthur Wellesley, 
and toasting the Boulogne flotilla — they may observe 
how, in Yorkshire banquets of the present day, the 
services of seamen and soldiers are characterized by 
those who differ from the ministry about the budget. 
First it was said that our ships never went to sea*" 
at all; next, that they rotted in Mediterranean har- 
bours; then, that they were useless in protecting 
trade. Tidings reached England that Labuan, a 
settlement established at the express instances of the 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce, had been cleared 
of the pirates which infested its coasts by an ex- 
pedition so happily planned, that its objects were 
effected without the loss of a man. Upon this the 
floodgates of invention were opened, the pirates were 
declared to be inoffensive natives, and the ^Bomeon 
massacre** is still deliberately quoted as an instance 
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of the lengths to which a bloody aristocracy could 
proceed under the shield of an irresponsible parlia- 



Now these gentlemen haye another subject^ and 
we shall be curious to see how it is handled. ** Look 
at America," said Mr. Cobden, on Tuesday^ ''she 
keeps a number of small Tcssels always in activity, 
nerer allowing three or four to stay in harbour as 
ours do; but always running about to see if her 
merchant ships require asristance.'' 

We should like to see this theme fitted to the 
cruise of the " Columbine.** Our ships hare ^ carried 
assistance to merchantmen,** and as if for the express 
satisfaction of the Manchester orators, have suffered 
materially in discharging their duty. What does 
Mr. Bright really think? that people who scour the 
seas in ani^ vessels, pillaging merchantmen and 
murdering their crews, ar^ not pirates? Or that, 
bdng pirates, they have an undoubted right to trade 
after their own fashion? Does he think the use of 
steam and shells unfair against pirates armed only 
with carronades? Or will he accept the fate of Mr. 
Goddard and his comrades as a satisfactory instal- 
ment of the casualties due from the British Navyt 
These are pliun questions, and we should like to hear 
them plainly answered.— ^uiMf, Dee, 22, 1849. 

On the arrival of the *' Columbine"' and 
'VFury^ at Hong-Kong; from these successful 
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services. Sir Frauds Collier, the Commander- , 
in-chiefi resolved on. entrusting another expe- 
dition to Captain J. C. Daliymple Hay, against 
Shap-ng-tsaiy the celebrated pirate chieftain on 
the west coast of China already alluded to. 
The squadron under Chui-apoo originally foimed 
part of the grand fleets but had only separated 
from it a short time before encountered by the 
'^ Columbine/' as already stated. 

The Admiral, in addition to the ''Colum* 
bine/' placed the " t'ury/' Commander Willpox, 
and the Hon. K I. Company's armed steam- 
vessd, "Phlegethon" Mr. G. J. Neblett^ under 
the orders of Commander John Charles Dal- 
rymple Hay, of the ** Columbine/' and some 
officers, seamen, and marines^ of the ** Hastmgs^'' 
under Lieutenant Hancock, and Captain Charles 
Cotton Moore, RM., with instructions to pro- 
ceed in pursuit of the pirate fleet that had so 
long been obstructing the lawful trade along 
the coast, as well to the detriment of British 
commerce and interests, as to the Chinese. 
The selection of Captain Hay for this service 
showed the very high opinion the Commander- 

in^ief entertained of his abilily, discretion^ 
K 
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and judgment, but which, unfortunately, the' 
gallant and dktinguiahed chief did not live to' 
see and appreciate. 

Munitions of war,' provisions, coals, &a, for 
the steam-vessels completed, as far as the stock 
of the latter could be, from Hong-Kong. 

From ihe Friend <^ China. 

THE EXPEDITION SAILS IN 8BAB0H OF SBAP-N0-T8AI. 

H.M. sloop " Columbine," H.M. steamer ''Yxltj,"* 
and the East India Company's steamer " Fhlegethon,** 
sailed on Monday morning in quest of Sbap-ng-tsai, 
and the west coast piratical fleet The expedition is' 
under command of Captain Hay of the ** Columbine,** 
the crews of that vessel and the ** Fhlegeihon** being, 
strengthened by drafts from the flag ship. We feel 
warranted in expressing a belief that the important 
service intmsted to Captain Hay will be ably per- 
formed, and that he will be sealously supported by 
Captains Willcox and Neblett, and the other officers ^ 
in command ; but, at the same time, it is a service- 
of difficulty, and though most anxious for their com- 
plete success, success is by no means certain. The 
pirate chief is aware that the British vessels of war 
are upon his track,^e has heard of the tot^ 
destniotion of Chui<apoo*s squadron,— his confidence ' 
m his own power must be shaken,- and very probably 



Digitized by VjOO^ IC 



OF CHUI-APOO AND SHAP-NG-TSAL 127* 

he will endeavour to seek security in some snug land* 
locked retreat, of wliicb there are many on the coast' 
unknown to European navigators. On a long lind 
of seaboard, among numerous islands, intricate 
channels, and inland lagoons, much time may be lost 
before an opportunity offers of striking a blow; or, 
when discovered, the pirates may be moored in a 
place where they can only be reached by boats. The 
difficulties are not few, but ultimately we do not 
doubt of their being all overcome. Shap-ng-tsai 
marks his path with blood, and possibly the fisher- 
men and others who have been injured will at once 
discover his retreat (if he really wishes to avoid a 
fight), and before this paragraph is in the hands of 
our readers his fate may be settled. Certain we are, 
that even should he escape from the present expedi- 
tion, he will not be left to commit depredations with 
impunity ; the well known energy of the commander' 
of the naval forces,* and his own distinguif^hed 
services in suppressing piracy in the Persian Qulf 
when in command of the " Liverpool" frigate, somo^ 
score of years ago, guarantee continued exertion^' 
until this pest has been swept from the face of the 
waters. 

The very great interest felt in the operations' 
flgamst pirates during the last six weeks, induces us' 
io revert to the first of the series, — ^that of H.M. 
steamer "Medea,'*t under command of Capt Lobkyer. 

* 8ir F. Collier. f 8m Appendix D ; alao pagt d, 
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When the ^Hedea" returned from her eruise, we 
published a short sketch, taken down as narrated 
bj a gentleman who was on board; and in its 
details, so fiur as thej go, it was strictly correct It 
appears to us that this community do not fully 
appreciate Captain Lockyer*s service, and that in 
stretching our imagination in pursuit of what might 
have been done, had this course been pursued or that 
other course followed, we are really orerlooking a 
most valuable service, undertaken boldly and executed 
successfully. If the statement which appeared in 
thb paper has in the slightest degree tended to con- 
vey an erroneous impression, or support a mistaken 
opinion, it would be to the writer of this notice a 
subject of deep regret Though not belonging to 
H.M. service. Captain Jauncey is an experienced 
seaman, and a competent judge of ordinary naval 
operations. In noting doMm his narration of facts, 
we omitted commendations which were warmly ex- 
pressed. And one or two particulars, overlooked at 
the tim^ are not altogether unimportant as bearing 
upon the action with the five junks destroyed by the 
''Medea's^ boats. 

The ^Hedea"* anchored off Tien-pahk on the 
morning of the 7th ultimo ; during the course of the 
day Captain Lockyer pulled bto the inner harbour 
in his gig, having two objects in view — ^to prosecute 
his inquiries after the ^ Sylph/ and to obtain a pilot 
* YMt pag« 3; snd Appendix D. 



Digitized by VjOO^ IC 



OF CBVJ'/LPOO AKD SHAP-NGhTSAL 129 

for the straits of Hainan. On entering the harbour 
he found about fifty large war junks and as many 
more of yarious classes ; but beyond suspicion, there 
was no reason to beliere they were pirates, nor 
would he hare been justified in treating them as 
pirates. Upon ascertaining that the <' Sylph** was 
not there, Captain Lockyer and his party went on 
board one of the largest ressels (possibly that of 
Shap-ng-Tsai himself), where they were received with 
civility and regaled with tea. After leaving this 
junk, the Macao heroine* presented herself, stating 
that these were all pirates, and from what has since 
become known of this damsel's career and transac- 
tions, it is more tlian probable that she was acting 
under orders from Shap-ng-tsai ; that wily chief 
knew that if he could induce Captain Lockyer to 
enter the harbour with his boats not a man would 
escape. It has been said that the Macao woman was 
a prisoner ; but this is disproved, it being now known 
beyond dispute that she was there trafficking for spoil. 
Captain Lockyer did not act upon the information of 
this Jezebel ; ho resumed his voyage, but on falling 
in with a trading vessel whose consort vessel had 
been captured the previous day, he returned to demand 
her release. After coming to an anchor, a Chinaman 
came off and volunteered his services to pilot in the 
boats, and at half-past three next morning they were 
got into the water with the intention of pulling in 
* Appnidix H and L ; 
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under this man's guidance. When daj broke, it was 
observed that during, the night five junks had come 
out of the harbour and moored in a small creek, and 
had the ^Me^eaV boats entered, as originally in* 
tended, their retreat would have been cut off. 
Captain Lockyer determined to see what these five 
junks were before leaving them between him and his 
vessel ; when the pilot observed that the boats were 
turned towards them, he jnmped into the water and 
attempted to swim on shore ; he was captured, but 
on a dose approach tp the junks, he again leapt over- 
board and was shot^ there being no doubt of his 
.treadierous intentions. We need not again relate 
the manner in which these five heavily anned junks 
were taken and destroyed after a short conflict^ almost 
.hand to hand, or muzzle to muzzle ; for nearly ten 
minutes the ** Medea's** two paddle boats poured in 
an incessant discharge of grape from two twenty- 
four pounders : they were so close to the pirates that 
spears were thrown on board, and to this proximity 
they are indebted for their escape, as the pirates could 
not depress their guns so as to strike the boats — the 
.only man killed was shot through .the chest when 
standing up. •The .five junks were completely de- 
stroyed and the greater portion of their crews killed. 
It may be believed that these were neither the 
smallest nor the least numerously manned of Shap- 
ng-tsai*s fleet ; and we may judge of the service by 
what we now know of ,Chui-fipoo*s fleet, and the heavy 
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.price since paid for the destruction of one junk in an 
attempt to cut her out. Observing the attack made 
upon his detadied squadron, Shap-ng-tsai weighed 
for their relief, and the <' Medea's** boats had time to 
escape and no more ; one of the lai^e guns was ren- 
dered for the time unserviceable, and the ammunition 
was nearly exhausted; had Shap-ng-tsai then got 
between them and their ship— or in the first instance 
had thej pulled into the inner harbour — ^not a man 
would have escaped. In this aSair Captain Lockyer 
displayed excellent judgment ; of the courage ex- 
hibited by the whole party we need say nothing— the 
facts speak for themselves. 

So far there can be no difference of opinion as to 
Captain Lockyer*s proceedings ; but it is now said, 
" Had he only waited two days longer he would have 
been joined by the ' Canton/ " or, " had he con- 
tinued to blockade the port and sent up a boat with 
intelligence, the ' Fhlcgethon' would have been sent 
down ;** and on being joined by either vessel he could 
have crossed the bar, and captured the whole fleet. 
But we foiget that little was then known of Shap-ng- 
.tsai and his fleet, and that Captain Lockyer had still 
before him the special service he was ordered to per- 
form j he may have looked upon his rencounter as 
one with vessels of a questionable character, having 
then no reason to believe that such a formidable 
piratical force had been organized. It will be recol- 
lected 'that he could -not see the mandarins of ^en* 
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palik ; in addition to the man whose junk had been 
captured, there was only the assertion of the Macao 
woman that these were pirates — and she was well 
known as a person of loose character. 

However, admitting all the '' ifs** of objection, and 
supposing Captain Lockyer had blockaded. The 
^Canton'* would have joined him first; but she 
could no more stand before the fire of Shap-ng-t8ai*s 
fleet, than she could before the broadside of the 
'' Hastings." The " Fhlegethon** comes down a few 
days later, and she crosses the bar with the " Medea's** 
boats in tow. We need go no further; it is for 
naval men to say whether she could have engaged 
that fleets or even Chui-apoo*s fieet, with the slightest 
chance of success — in our opinion she could not 
Had the '* Medea** herself been able to cross the bar, 
we would have had a different yam to spin; Shap- 
ng-tsai*s fleet would then have met the fate which has 
nnce befallen that of Chui-apoo. — Friend qf China, 
OeL 29, 1849. 

The flearch after Shap-ng-tsai taking more 
time than contemplated by the Commander-in- 
chief and the community of Hong-Kong, who 
were most anxious for the destruction of the 
marauders, led to a variety of rumours and con- 
jectures ; and the lower orders of Chinese, with 
which the colony of Hong-Eong abounds, in* 
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vented all sorts of stories about the expedition. 
Our absence was not expected to exceed ten 
days, but the distance we had to go delayed 
us three weeks. I insert an extract from the 
China McM, of the 25th October, 1849, as a 
le: — 



It is now a fortnight since the combined expedi- 
tion of the " Columbme,- " Fury," and " Phlcgethon,'* 
against pirates in the south-west, set out; and, in 
the absence of authentic intelligence, there has been 
no lack of rumours inrented, or at all erents spread, 
by Chinese. Thus, it is said, that the ** Fhlegethon'' 
had fallen into the hands of the pirates. It is said 
that Mr. Caldwell, the interpreter to the expedition, 
has been assassinated; and it is said, that some red- 
coats (marines) have been sent overland to Canton 
from the south, which would tend to confirm the 
first of these rumours. But then the confirming 
rumour itself requires confirmation ; for, as matters 
stand, there is no official information, or even reliable 
intelligence on the subject 

Another rumour, which has at least an official 
communication to support it, is, that an immense 
fieet of pirates is hanging over Amoy, threatening to 
capture the place and hold it to ransom.— ^Mna 
MaO, 25A OiOober, 1849. 

Our unavoidable long absence certainly gave 
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cause for uneasmess, as the part of the coast we 
proceeded to is not surveyed, and abounds 
with dangerous ree& and sand-bank& 

The following excellent summaiy of proceed- 
ings is extracted from the Friend of Ghma, of 
the 29th October, 1849 ; and although in some 
respects it is a repetition of some particulars 
already narrated, it has some additional remarks, 
too valuable to be omitted fSrom the present 
narrative. 

PIBAOT. 

With this formidable title we head another sum- 
roary, literally a precU of events connected with 
piracy. We mentioned, last month, that H.M. 
Steamer ** Medea,** Captain Lockyer, had been sent 
out in quest of two vessels supposed to have been 
taken by pirates, or wrecked on the west coast The 
'^ Medea** was ordered to call at Tien-pahk; and 
after making inquiries, there to receive a pilot, and 
proceed to the coast of Hainan in search of the 
missing vessels; but she was not. empowered to 
make captures on the suspidon of pinu^; she also 
reedved on board the commander of a dipper, who 
was wdl acquainted with Tien-pahk. At the port 
named, she found a large fleet of junks, but could 
hear nothing of the vessels she was in search of. 
After leaving the outer imchorage she rfdl in vwith 
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a trading junk, the master of which stated, that 
another junk had been captured by pirates, and was 
still held a prize at Tien-pahk. Stretching his orders 
from the naval officer in command a lUde, and stretch- 
ing the following general orders in the order-book 
not a little, Captain Lockyer returned to the an- 
chorage outside the bar, intending to pull in with 
his boats, and demand restitution of the prize. 



Oeneral Memorandum, No. 23.* 

** Aginoonrt," Hong-Kong, 18th May, 1844. 

In consequence of a representation I have received 

from H. E. Sir Henry Pottinger, it is my direction 

that H.M. ships and vessels, as well as those of the 

Indian service employed on the coast of China, do 

not interfere directly or indirectly with any ship, 

vessel, or boat, they may fall in with belonging to 

Chinese subjects, under the supposition that he may 

be a pirate, or have been engaged in any unlawful 

act, unless he shall have, within view, attacked some 

British vessel or subject (or that on such proof of 

the fact as would satisfy a Court of Admiralty in 

England), in which case only the said vessel is to be 

detained or interfered with. 

(Signed) Tho& Cochrake, 

To the vespeotifo CapUins, &e., dco. Bear-Admin]. 

• yido Appendix N. 
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Gemeral Mem/orafn/dwrn^ No. 42. 

'• Agineonrt," 8th Mtreb, 1840. 
imth reference to my general memorandum of the 
18th May last, on the subject of piracy^ in pursuance 
of instructions from my Lords Commisffloners of the 
Admiralty for the words, ''or that on such proof of 
the fact as would satisfy a Court of Admiralty in 
England,** are to be substituted, that the proofs are 
so strong of her having molested a British vessel, or 
subject^ as to leave no doubt of that fact 

(Signed) Thos. Cochbaki^ 

To the retpeetiTe Capftains, dco., &e. Be«r-Adinira]. 



Captain Lockyer will be excused in not adhering 
very strictly to his orders, considering that he re- 
turned with the view of releasing the vessel of some 
poor Chinese; though not British subjects, they were 
human beings, and had claims upon humanity. 

The ''Medea** could not be taken over the bar-~ 
this was affirmed by her acting master, also by 
Captain Jauncey, who knows the port well. The 
paddle-boats were therefore got out^ and at day-break, 
accompanied by Captain Lockyer in his gig, they 
pidled in for the town; but observing five junks 
moored in a creek, it was deemed prudent to ascer- 
tain what they were. On nearing these junks they 
opened fire; and, after a gallant, close conflict, they 
were taken and destroyed. Fifty men bemg killed. 
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180 swam ashore. This bold act was accomplished 
bj the two paddle-boats, each having one gun; they 
were opposed by five Tessels, each carrying from 
twelve to twenty guns, manned by 230 desperate 
ruffians. In returning to their ship, the boats were 
nearly cut off by a squadron of junks, which stood 
out from the inner harbour. So far. Captain Lockyer 
was all right; the five junks opened fire first, and he 
was bound in honour to carry them, and this was 
done in right good style. Possibly, had the " Medea** 
been taken over the bar, and been brought within range 
of the junks in the inner harbour, she would have 
taken them all, but she could not cross the bar; and 
an attempt to cut out fifty heavily armed junks, in 
the face of the general orders quoted, and while on 
a special service, would have afforded strong proofs 
of insanity. In the almost certain event of a failure, 
the commander would have been dismissed the ser- 
vice by sentence of a court-martial. Captain Lockyer 
continued his voyage to Hainan, and, after perform- 
ing the service on which he had been despatched, he 
returned to this harbour in the expectation of getting 
the ** Phlegethon** (a vessel that could cross the bar) 
and instructions from his superior officer to return to 
Tien-pahk and destroy the pirate fleet When the 
''Medea** came back, for the first time we heard of 
the now notorious Shap-ng-tsai. Two or three days 
after the " Medea** sailed in search of the two missing 
vessels, the owners of one of them (the *^ Sylph,**) 
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chartered bjr the Peninsular and Oriental Companj*8^ 
steamer *' Cantony** and despatdied her on the same 
service. Captain Troubridge, of H.M.S. ''Amazon,** 
put on Inmrd thirty men under command of his first 
lieutenant^ lest the "Canton** should fall in with 
pirates, and be taken. Last month we gave a full ' 
description of her cruise; six junks (large and small) 
were captured, fiftjr-nine men killed or drowned, and 
twenty' seven made prisoners. Considering that 
Lieutenant Mould had only thirty men with him 
(besides the crew of the steamer) he did good service. 
He was ably and cheerfully supported by Captain 
Jamieson, of the '' Canton,** and by Captain Soames, 
who was on board partly as a volunteer and partly as 
a coast pilot The steamer returned after having 
visited Hainan; nothing was heard of the '' Sylph;** 
but of Shap-ng-tsai*s atrocities and strength she 
brought back additional infonnation. Some days' 
later (on the 19th September), the Hon. Company*8' 
steamer ** Fhlegethon,** with the "Amazon's** launch ' 
in tow, left the harbour, expecting to find Shap-ng-' 
tsai anchored at the island of St. John. She was a ' 
couple of days too late; he liad been there, suffered' 
in the typhoon, and returned to Tien-pahk to refit. 

On the 23rd, H.M.& "Amazon,** with the "Fhle- . 
gethon** in company, started for Tien-pahk; but 
again they were too late; Shap-ng-tsai had been 
there (he' murdered several i>f the villagers for cap-' 
taring his people^ wben their junks weire destroyed 
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bjr the English), and sailed for Hainan. The 
''Amazon" proceeded on her voyage to Singapore; 
the '' Phlegethon*' returned to her old anchorage at 
Canton. On the 27th, information was received that' 
pirates were destroyiiig fishing villages a few miles 
to the eastward of this island. H.M. sloop '' Colum- ' 
bine'* was sent out to capture them; and some 
extraordinary discoveries have resulted. It appears 
that while Shap-ng-tsai was organizing a fleet on the 
west coast, the infamous Chui-apoo, (a miscreant who 
was accessory to the murder of Captain Da Costa- 
and Lieutenant Dwyer last spring,) has also been 
collecting a large force in this vicinity; His head* 
quarters were established not more than forty miles 
from the Hong-Kong court-house; there he formed 
a dockyard, and collected a force of thirty junks and * 
upwards of 2000 men. The force under Shap-ng-- 
tsid is moderately estimated at 5000; and as the two 
chiefs were in communication, they could have joined ' 
forces, and fallen on Macao, or even Hong-Kong, 
with 7000 armed men. Shap-ng-tsai was in Cantoa 
some months ago endeavouring to negotiate with 
Seu'; and it is asserted by some Chinamen that he 
"v^as to have joined forces with a fleet of war junks,' 
and exterminate the barbarians in the outer waters; 
under a new name, the pirate chief might have- 
become a famous Chinese admiral. Chui-apoo no 
doubt would also have made his peace with the 
authorities, and a button conferri^ on him;' The* 
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stronghold and fleet of the latter wretch are utterly 
destroyed, and Chui-apoo himself is skulking in the 
neighbourhood, powerless, but jet a dangerous man. 
For a short aooount of the capture and destruction of 
his fleet by H.M. steam-aloop ''Fuiy" we refer to 
the extracts which follow:— 

^ After the destruction of Chui-apoo*s force and 
dockyard, an expedition was arranged to proceed to 
the west coast and extermmate Shap-ng-tsai. The 
squadron selected for the service consists of H.M. 
sloop 'Columbine,* H.M. steamer 'Fury,' and the 
Hon. Company's steamer 'Fhlegethon;' it is com- 
manded by Captain Hay of the * Columbine.' These 
vessels sailed on the *8th of the month, and up to 
this date nothing has been heard from them. Th^ 
return is looked for with some anxiety; the com- 
mander had a carte blanuAe from the Admiral as to 
time and movements, and n^nther he nor his brother 
officers in command are men to come back without 
having eflSscted their purpose. If Shap-ng-tsai is^ 
hiding they may have to survey the coast minutely 
for hundreds of miles, and even then he may avoid 
detection if the Chinese do not give information. 
Fosnbly he may have run south as far as Cochin 
China, and we may first hear of the expedition from 
Sngapore. 

^ Four years ago Shap-ng-tsai was residing on this 
island. Keying demanded him; a large sum was at 
that time offered for his head; but Sir John Davis. 
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would not comply with the demand, until Keying 
gave his conBcnt to some matter which was at the 
time the suhject of n^otiation. He lived quietly at 
Tietaen Bay, and there he arranged his plans for 
future greatness. But for the chance discoveiy made 
by Gaptam Lockyer of the '^Medea,^ Shap-ng-tsai 
ere long would have swept the coast of China at the 
head of a hundred sail^ either with an admiral's flag 
at his mast-head, or with his own flag, (a red triangle 
with a black chequered border,) which is now dis- 
played on board his vessels. Chui-apoo also lived on 
this island — ^was known to be a pirate; but so long as 
he paid a few dollars of ground rent he was allowed 
to remain, and even to manufacture powder for his 
comrades. About six years ago, he for a time fol- 
lowed the humble calling of a barber in Victoria; in 
this he may have had an object in view: it brought 
him into immediate and daily communication with 
foreigners, from whom no doubt he got information 
which he turned to account Hong-Kong has been 
a hot-bed of pirates, and unless evezy fishing village j 

and hut on the island are torn down, and the inha- 
bitants deported, it will continue to afibrd a refugo 
for pirates and other criminals. Were there not a 
single Chinaman on the island, with the exception of 
those engaged in trade in Victoria^ it would be a 
positive advantage to the colony. Sir John Davis 
irritated the people by his foolish registration ordi- 
;nanc€^ under which strangers, coming to the plaoe 
L 
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for lawful purposeify were harassed bj an uDprincipled 
police fo r c e n atiTes and Europeans; Shap-ng-tsai, 
Chm-apoo, and anj other yillainy had not the slightest 
difficoUj in gettbg $k registration ticket The ordi- 
nance was worse than usdess; it actoallj protected 
the vilest of the vile. We want no regbtration ; but 
for the peace and respectability of the place, we 
would gladly hear that the ezecutiye had determined 
t6 pull down eveiy house on the island beyond the 
boundaries of the Victoria police.** — Frimidqf Chinct, 
Oct. 29th, 1849. 

The following account^ from the oompiler's 
pcDi appeared in the Hang-Kong Register: — 

The expedition consisting of Columbine,** ''Fuiy/ 
and ''Fhlegethony** started at nine A.1C on Monday, 
the 8ih of October, 1849, and reached the island of 
St John*s at noon of the 9th, where we learned 
through the interpreter, Mr* D. R Caldwell, from a 
fishmg-boat^ that the pirates had not been there for 
sixteen days, and that they were^ most probably, at 
a place called FootHMcn, forther south. 

At fire P.M. of the 9th, Teached an anchorage 
under an island named Mung, when Mr. Caldwell 
boarded a large trading-junk coming from the west* 
ward, from which he learned that she had only been 
rdeased from the pirates at Tien-pahk a few days be- 
fore -; that they had stripped the junk of everything^ 
and eren taken their wearing appareV— which, 1^ 
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appearance, was true, since not a thing could be seen 
but the boat's tackle; that the pirates had left Tien* 
pahk, and gone to Now-chow, or Hoi-how, (could not 
sajr which,) but at either place we should probably 
find them. That the chief had thirty large junks 
with him, and was the celebrated Shap-ng-tsai, and 
that they were manned with from eighty to ninety 
men each. 

Both Captain Hay and Mr. Caldwell landed at 
Mamee, and had an interriew with the mandarins, 
who told Captain Hay that Shap-ng-tsid and his 
sijuadron had last been heard of at Hoi-how, beyond 
Now-chow, and that another chief, named Pa-tow, 
had recently joined him, and that there was no doubt 
we should find him at Hoi-how, advising our calling 
at Now-chow, hi route, for more certain information. 
Shap-ng-tsai had visited Mamee four times this year, 
and the mandarins expressed themselves well pleased 
at the prospect of so formidable an enemy being 
destroyed. Made Now-chow on the 12th, and had 
an interview with the mandarins, who informed us 
that Shap-ng-tsid had passed through twenty-two 
days before^ with sixty junks, laxge and small, and 
had intended, they felt pretty sure, to go to Oui« 
chow, in the Qulf of Tonquin, as he fanded he was 
pursued by English vessels; that five months pre- 
"viously he had stripped the forts on Now-k^ow of all 
their guns, the forts bring now without any. 
^' Saturday the 13th, passed over the flats, having 
l2 
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been towed by^Fuiy,** and anchored in Hoi-how 
roads, at about three p.m. Captains Hay and Will- 
oox, with Messrs. Beresford Scott, Caldwell, and 
Soames, waited on Hwang, the mandarin in com- 
mand, who received the party with great cordiality, 
and informed them that he had veiy recent informa- 
tion of the whereabouts of the pirate fleet; as a boat 
from the ndghbourhood had come across the day 
before, from which he learnt that they had visited 
Pack-hoy, and burnt several of the houses, killed at 
least a hundred people — ^men, women, and children-^ 
and had also carried off several women, — and that 
he was certain, if we pursued them immediately, we 
should catch them at a place called Chuck-shan, 
with thirty-one junks; and at the same time stated 
his desire to accompany the expedition, taking with 
him some junks, to bring back the prisoners to Hoi- 
how. Captain Hay, expressing his thanks for this 
officer^s dvility, said it would afford him great plea- ' 
sure to meet his wishes; and the mandarin Hwkng; 
a blue button, rank of major-general, requested the 
party to accompany him at once to the Commander- 
in-chiefs, to explain matters, &a The party left 
the Qeneral's in chairs, and proceeded to the city of 
Chin-keang-foo, about six miles from Hoi-how. This 
is an exceedingly pretty country, and we were re- 
ceived with the utmost civility and attention. Not 
less than 1000 people pressed on the mandarin's 
houses although it was getting dusk, for a chance of 
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seeing the Fanquis; but the greatest good humour 
and order were maintained. His excellency Ho^ 
the Commander-in-chief, after a veiy short delay, 
sent to the waiting-room to say he was ready to 
receive the party, cards haying been previously sent 
in with the Qeneral*s compliments. We found him 
dressed in the usual mandarin dress, and his button 
red; a young man— -certainly not more than forty — 
with a well-shaved forehead, and neat moustache. 
We were received by his excellency with great kind- 
ness, and after the usual chin-chinning, were soon 
stowed away on chairs to the right and left. Our 
party were admitted by the grand entrance, whilst 
Hw4ng entered by the side door, and joined us in 
ihspreaenee, 

Mr. Caldwell soon opened the subject, and tKe 
object of the visit of her Britannic Majesty's ships. 
His excellency, in a very earnest manner, begged us 
to accept his own and his country's best thanks for 
the interest and determination taken in the destruc- 
tion of the pirates, by whose atrocities the whole 
coast had been devastated, the trade stopped, public 
and private property rendered unsafe, and the sanctity 
of private life violated, by the desecration of their 
homes, and the violation and abduction of their 
women; at the same time stating that he felt much 
regret at his not knowing of our intended visit, as he 
should have liked to have given us a grand reception. 
His ezcellenqr most warmly entered into the scheme 
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for the destruction of the pirate fleets and asked 
Captun Hay to allow the Commandant of the land 
and sea forces, Hw&ng, to aooompanj us, which 
Oaptam Haj immediatdj assented to; his excel- 
lencj at the same time acquainting Hwftng that he 
was to equip as quickly as possible some junks to 
proceed in company, and that he was. at liberty to 
draw on the treasury for any sums of money that 
might be requisite. To complete the arrangements, 
it was proposed by the Commander-in-chief that we 
should Tisit another high mandarin, who, it appear^ 
had something to do with fiusilitating the afiair; so 
after a very pleasant yisit and most polite congi, we 
proceeded to the residence of the Tou-tae in question, 
well escorted by a good-tempered crowd, preceded 
by lanterns of all sLses and descriptions. We were 
recdved at all the residences with music, trumpets, 
&e., and salutes of three guns firom guards at thft 
gateways. The residence of the high mandarin was 
a yery neat one, ifnth an artificial garden in front, 
which, as it was getting dark, was pordally illumi- 
nated. Here the mandarin, surrounded by several 
others, recdyed us most courteously; when the same 
speeches were repeated, and we were requested to 
wait for breakfast next morning before departing for 
the pirates. Captain Hay said, that '' delays were 
dangerous;" and as Hw&ng, with great seal, said he 
would hare all his afiairs settled, and be ready to 
embark by noon of Sunday, Captain Hay, in answer 
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to numerous invitations, said that his principle was^ 
''that it was better to work firsts and liave the fun 
afterwards," — iwhich, in other words, seems to be a 
maxim of their own; so thej readily agreed to defer 
dyilities until our return. We now took leave^ 
escorted bjr Hw^g, who accompanied us to the 
landing-place, haying first inquired of Mr. Caldwell 
if we would remain for the night at his housa This 
we declined, and as the water was. shallow in the 
harbour, he directed a boat with a lanten^ to show 
the channeL 

On Sunday morning, the 14th, boats came off with 
roast pigs, fowls, ducks, kids, vegetables, and fresh 
beef, for each ship, Bacum-shaioa for the ships* com- 
panies, from the Govemor-generaL 

At a little past noon, Hw6ng embarked on boaird 
the " Fury** for better accommodation, attended by 
his military secretary and lude-de-camp, after issuing 
his final directions to the eight junks to form hia 
squadron, and accompany the expedition. At about 
two P.M., under a salute from the batteries, we stood 
across Hainan Struts in the direction of Pack-hoy at 
the head of the Gulf of ToDrquin, where H\i^g said 
we should find ttght row-boats belonging to Shap- 
ng-tsid*s squadron, pulling about eighty oars each, 
which he thought we had better destroy first, enrouU. 
It appears that they were left at this place to bring 
off the plunder after their recent attack thereon. 
Hwkng is, no doubly a first-rate feUow, has been 
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wounded, and a few months rince, beat Shap-ng-tsai 
off from Hoi-how, and was exceedingly dvil to Lieu- 
tenant Mould of the ** Amaaon " and the party that 
went dowQ in the ** Canton" steamer. 

It is a great stroke, and an advance in the right 
road, and speaks volumes for Captain Haj and Mr. 
Caldwell, whose invaluable services brought about 
thiB coalition of force for the destruction of pirates, ' 
and one that will doubtless raise the British nation 
in the estimation of the Chinese people, who, along 
the whole coast^ are now pouring out their heartfelt 
thanks for the destruction of this formidable band of 
marauders. 

Nor can we speak too highly of Hw&ng, who, 
being a high offioal, so promptly qiade his arrange- 
ments for so early a departure, proving himself to be 
fiir in advance of his countrymen in the economy of 
time, and the value of despatch in attackmg an 
enemy. 

On Monday evening, at a little after sunset, we 
andiored at Wy-chung, and Hw&ng went. on shores 
where he found that the eight pirato-boats had left 
Back-hoy and gone to ChuckHshan, where the whole 
fleet was aaid to be cleaning their bottoms^ and that 
they had commenced doing so five days before. 

On the afternoon of the 16th October, the squadron 
reached ChuckHshan, and we learned from the people 
thai in consequence of their not cutting grass for the 
burning of their junks* bottoms, the pirates had de- 
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stroyed the town, killed a number of the inhabitantSi' 
had ran off with women and children, and, after com- 
mitting great enormities, had gone further down the 
coast to a place called Hoo-nong, in Cochin-China, 
where it was reported some junks were taking in car- 
goes of grain, which the pirates wanted. 

On the 18th proceeded in further pursuit, and< 
searching the harbour of Qoo-to-shan at 5 p.ic. on 
the 18th, observed a suspicious-looking junk at 
anchor under a headland. She hoisted her sails with 
much precipitation on our appearance. We, however, 
fired a shot a-head of her to tiy and stop her, to gain 
some intelligence if possible, but she immediately 
commenced sweeping, and made for the land, under 
• fire from " Columbine** and " Fuiy,*' over some 
shallow flats that obliged the *' Columbine" to anchor. 
The " Fhlegethon" proceeded in chase, and ultimately 
destroyed her; she mounted six guns, and was a scout 
left there by the pirate chief; a great many of her 
people were killed and drowned, and the remainder 
escaped in the dusk into the interior. The junk was 
burnt to the water's edge. 

On the morning of the 19 th, weighed for Hoo-nong, 
off which' island we came to an anchor, at 1 p.m., the 
'* Fhlegethon" went in with Captains Hay and YTill- 
cox, the Mandarin, and Mr. Caldwell, as interpreter, 
for information. 

They returned in the course of the afternoon, with 
the intelligence that Shap-ng-tsai was in a harbour. 
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with a laige fleets only a few miles from vm, and that 
aft the neighbouring town of Forhmg, they were pre-; 
paring for an attack on the morrow. 
. Early on the morning of the SOth, as Captains 
Hay and Willcox were about to proceed to the place 
pointed out» some large junks under sail, apparently 
coming out» were observed from the ships, but seeing 
the Tessels-of-war, stood in again. No less than 
oxty-two junks of different siaes, forming the oele- 
bnted fleet, aft length presented themsdves to our 
longing eyes. We weighed immediately, but could 
not get competent people to take theyessels oyer the 
bsr. At 4 P.1I., after many ineffectual attempts to 
get at them, an old man escaped from the village near 
the pirate position, and went on board the '' Fhle- 
geihon," and led us through the difficulties of the bar 
in fine style. On nearing the fleet we found they 
had moored a number of their largest yessels to defend 
the entrance, and at about 4.30 they opened fire on 
her Migesty's forces from their broadside guns, their 
shot at first falling short, although fired in good direc- 
tion. ** Ynrf* and '' Fhlegethon" now opened upon 
them with shot, shell, and rockets, ^ Columbine** 
qmckly following, as soon as her guns could be 
brought to bear. At about S p.ic the firing on both 
ndes was maintained with spirit, when a shell from 
the ^ Fhl^thon** blew Shap-ng-tsai*s junk bang into 
the aiTi crew and all, with a fearful explosion, and on 
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the smoke clearing awaj^ scarcely a vestige of his 
proud flag-ship could be seen above water, excepting 
his flag, and a part of his poop railing, from which, 
for some time, amidst many explosions, the flag, until 
consumed by fire, continued to fly. 

This magnificent spectacle was followed by the 
entire destruction by fire of the whole of the junks 
anchored in her vicinity. The boats of '' Colum- 
bine," "Fury,- and « Phlegethon" completed the 
afiair j and after dark the heavens reflected the havoo 
going on, no less than 27 of the largest junks being 
in flames, exploding right and left as they passed 
majestically across the stream after their cables were 
burnt through, their guns going ofl* in all directions 
as they became heated, but fortunately hurting no 
one. 

It does not often, in these piping times of peace^ 
fall to the lot of many people to see so grand a sight 
as fell to the expedition on the night of the 20th 
October, and it is one that cannot soon be for- 
gotten. The ''Columbine** having been lefb at the 
entrance to destroy the first block of junks, '' Fuiy^ * 
and '^ Fhlegethon** were in hot pursuit as long as 
they could see. About 8 p.ic., the latter vessel re- 
turned and took the brig in tow, and passed through 
the fleet of burning junks, until we reached the 
anchorage where the ** Fury** was, when we came to 
for the night The fires lasted till daylight 
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Early on the 2l8t, groups of piratical junks were 
in sight, which seemed to be as great strangers in 
the labyrinth of ereeks as ourselves. Before night, 24 
more were totally destroyed, and their people killed, 
drowned, or in the hands of the Ck>chin-Chinese, who 
were hunting them down with bamboo spears, &c, 
or they perishing in the swamps which, for miles 
around, bound the waters we were in. A gallant . 
affiiir took place this day: Lieutenant Hancocki of 
the <* Hastings,'' in the paddle-box of the ''Fuxy," 
attacked nine large junks, who tried their best to 
beat him off j and although they maintained a well- 
directed fire for nearly two hours, were at last, by 
the beautiful practice from his 24-pound howitzer, 
forced, after terrific slaughter, to give in, and their 
junks met the common fate. Nothing but the ex- 
ceeding good management of the boat saved his 
people; not a soul was wounded or hurt, although 
grape in showers fell around, and his ammunition 
was reduced to two rounds. 

On the 22nd the completion of the destruction 
was resumed, and by sunset six more junks had 
shared the Me of their comrades^ and the affair was 
over. No less than 08 junks had been burnt and 
destroyed. 

The fleet of Shap-ng-tsai, on the 18th, consisted 
of 64 armed piratical vessds, which may be ckssed 
as follows :-— 
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1 of 42 <ir mora gana and about eaoli 120 men. 

16 of 30 do. do. do. 75 „ 

42 of 10 do. do. do. 40 „ 

5 of do. do. do. 30 „ 

04^1,250 gona from to 32-ponnden, 3,150 men. 
And of that force there escaped— 

2 of 10 or more guna and about eaoh 40 men. 

4 of do. do. do. 30 „ 

bearing away, it appears, the cLicf, Sha][)-ng-t8ai, 
with his most devoted followers, altogether about 
300 meni As the shdk were falling pretty thickly 
about the junks, Shap-ng-tsai, if he has really escaped, 
which, notwithstanding the testimony of the pri- 
soners, appears doubtful, must have lefl his junk 
only a minute or so before her explosion, as he kept 
up his fire until the explosion, and one can hardly 
think his people would remain at their guns aflber 
their chief had fled. Such of the junks as were 
boarded and set fire to by the boats, exhibited the 
most unequivocal evidence of the destructive fire of 
her Migesty's forces. Their quarters were dear, the 
sponges, rammers, &c, by their guns, and in good 
order. Ammunition, flannel cartridges, packed in 
boxes screened by blankets, were found. Indeed, 
showing that order to some extent existed in the 
celebrated fleet that had latterly kept the west 
coast of China, from Canton to the Qulf of Ton* 
quin, in such a state of alarm. 
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If the yessels-of-war oould hav^ got in to attack 
them earlier in tbe day, not a man or jank oould 
have escaped; those that did escape were small junks 
that could barely get over the bar at the other end 
of the stream near Fa-lung, and that at high water 
only, which it is reported occurred on the night of 
the 20th; the forts at Fa-lung firing on them as 
they passed, the reports of the guns were heard at 
intervals through the night Hwiing, the mandarin, 
who witnessed the attack and destruction, was in 
high glee, and was most active and useful throughout 
All now being over, such of the miserable pirates as 
had not fallen into the hands of the Cochin-Chinese, 
must have perished, for the tides rose in most places 
over the swamps surrounding the scene of destruc- 
tion, and all further anxiety as to their escape 
ceasing, the vessels-of-war put to sea at noon of the 
23rd, and made for Hoi-how, where we arrived at 
night of 25th. Early on the 26th, Hw^g, accom- 
panied by the captains and several of her Majesty's 
officers, hinded, and were received with the utmost 
enthusiasm by the officials, and the populace, who 
thronged in numbers to the Uinding-place, and a^a* 
cent hdghts, and gateways, and lined the streets to 
the residence of Hwkng; we should think from 
15,000 to 20,000 Chinese, composed as good or- 
dered and dvil a mob as any countiy could produce. 
Salutes, gongs biaating, banners flying, with bands of 
muri^ completed the reception. 
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Shortly after our arriTid at Hwitng's residence, 
his excellency Ho, the €k>yemor-general, arrived 
from Ching-king-foOy followed hy the principal man* 
daring of the district^ including a well-known official 
from CSantoUy Tung. 

Pretty speeches were made on all sides; the inter- 
yiew was a highly interesting one, and it is presumed 
that so large a meeting of mandarins and her Ma- 
jesty's officers has not taken place since the signing 
of the Treaty of Nankin. No less than 27 British 
officers, and 10 or 12 Chinese mandarins of. high 
rank, were assembled in the nugor-general's recep- 
tion*halL Part of her Majesty's officers being in 
full uniform, added much to the grandeur of the 
scene. 

His excellency Ho was very desirous that the 
squadron should stay a few days for entertainments, 
&c, but this could not be complied with, owing to 
the anxiety of the conmumders to return to Hong- 
Kong. As his excellency was desirous of seeing 
the " Fury," and Captain Hay purposed leaving the 
same afternoon for Hong-Kong, it was proposed that 
he should at once embark for that purpose, which 
he accordingly did. During the interval a gale 
<had set in from N.R, with a very heavy sea, which 
hardly allowed his excellency to get on board. 
However he reached the '' Fhlegethon," where he 
spent some time, and notwithstandmg the violence 
of the weather, he proceeded to the ^ Fury,** where 
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he discoYered much more enlightened ideas than we 
anticipated; noticing minutely differences between 
the engines, ice, that casual obseryers would scarcely 
do. After his inspection of that splendid vessel, he 
landed under a salute in one of the ''Fhlegethon's** 
boats, as the "Ywtf and ^Columbine** wer^ to 
proceed at once, the former ressel. waiting a day 

•longer for wood and water. It was with consi- 
derable difficulty his excdlencj could be landed, 
owing to the Tiolence of the gale; the shore was 
reached at last, and his excellency landed, the boat's 
crew being obliged to remain all night, when they 
were most kindly treated by our old friend Hwiuig. 
The weather continuing bad, we did not leaye Hoi- 
how until the morning of the 28tL 

His excdlencj the Governor-general sent off boat- 
loads of pigs, fowls, diicks^ goats, bullocks, ieo., and 

' a letter for Mr. Bonham. 

So has ended one of the most successful and im- 
portant expeditions of the present day. The Chinese 
people, from Canton to Cochin-China, may now, 
through British skill and prowess, proceed with their 
wonted occupations, so long disturbed; scarcely a 
trading vessel on the coast has been safe from the 
celebrated pirate chief tain. Native trade will recdve 
a stimulus^ and the British people be raised in the 
estima&n of a nation who have hitherto looked 
upon us with suspicion and distrust, but who now 
see that we have other and higher motives than a 
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desire to molest or intnide upon them except for 
the common good. The bud of destruction and not 
loot bebg our object, did not escape the observation 
of the people associated with us. The entreaties of 
his excellency Hw&ng to sare some of the junks 
could not be complied with. All this was achieved 
without the loss of a man. 

We heard from the prisoners, that the morning 
Shap-ng-tsai saw the vessels of war, namely, on the 
20ih, he beheaded an envoy from Sen— -a mandarin 
named Seung-akee* — and also his own agent and 
boat's crew from Hong-Kong, who had gone to 
warn him of our approach, all of whom he suspected 
of treachety, and of having shown us his haunts; 
he is said to have executed them early in the day, 
whilst we were trying to get at his fleet As they 
were being executed, guns were fired, which we saw, 
but could not undentiand. Sen's envoy who had 
been sent to treat with the villain, was once himself 
a noted pirate, had been taken by our friend Hwfing 
originally, and had since reached higher honours than 
his captor. 

It appears to have been a boast of this celebrated 
vanquished chieftain, that the Fan-qui ships could 
not follow him into the Oulf of Tonquin, but it has 
been pretty well proved that» by determination and 
firmness, there are few diflSculties that cannot be 
surmounted when experience guides the officer, and 
* Vid« eonpilert remarks, pag0 87. 
U 
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jadgment directs the man. The flats or reeft^ 
through or oyer which the expedition passed, extend 
for nearly 50 miles between Now-chow and Hai-nan, 
in some places with barely three fathoms water. 
At the best of times there is a swell with heavy 
rollers, sometimes breaking entirely across these 
reefik Going down with pilots from Now^ow at 
that time with deeper water, the dangers were not 
so apparent; but returning the same road with a 
fresh wind from N.E., they looked appalling. Having 
passed a narrow place on Sunday afternoon, skirted 
by rocks oyer a part called the Bar, with eight feet 
only at low water, we were obliged to anchor be- 
tween the reeb, when the " Fhl^thon** proceeded 
on a-head. Whilst here, at about 10 p.ic, it blew a 
gale, with a dirty appearance, and a swell set in by 
no means pleasant The gale left such a sea on the 
bar a-head of us, that in trying it on Monday, the 
29th, it was found impracticable, and ** Fury" with 
«< Columbine** in tow, had to return to an anchor, 
which was by no means an easy thing to effect, in a 
narrow channel with scarcely 18 feet water, and a 
heavy sea running. But this work was most skil- 
fully managed by Captain WUlcox, ''Fury** just 
touching the ground The bar was again attempted 
on the morning of the 30th, and got over, (carrying 
34 fathoms, but a fearful sea with rollers broke oyer 
'the vessel^ and we arrived at Now-chow in safety at 
10 o*dock, and left again at two p.x. The pilots 
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from this iflland proved themselves to be exeellent 
and trustworthy. Here, again, the news of our 
success had spread like lightning, and people flocked 
to the beach to look at the vessels. 

About noon, on the 1st November, the expe- 
dition returned to Hong-Eong ; and on heaving 
in sight, we perceived the red ensign flying, 
Bear-Admiral Sir Francis Augustus Collier, C.R, 
the Commander-in-chief, having expired on the 
28th October, in our absence.* 

Captain Hay hieiving prepared the following 
despatch, it was of course delivered to Captain 
Morgan, of the *' Hastings^'' the senior officer. 
It is extracted from the Chma Ma/U, of let 
November, 1849:— — 

Diplomatic Department. 
OOVEBNKEMT KOTIFICATION. 

. His Excellency Her Majesty's Plenipotentiaiy, &o., 
&C., has much satisfaction in publishing for general 
information the accompanying offidal communication, 
dated '' Cho-keum, Cochin-C!hin% 23rd Oct. 1849," 
from Commander John 0. Dabymple Hay, to the 
address of His Excellency Bear-Admiral Sir Franda 
A. Collier, 0.R, K.C.H., Commander-in-chief, report- 
ing the success which has attended the operations of 
• TOe Appendix N. 

ic2 
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ihe ** Cdumbine,* ^'Fuiyi" and ''Pbl^thoii,'* aided 
by a party of offioen and men from H.M.S. ^ Hast- 
ings^'' at the entrance of the Tonquin river, against 
the piratical squadron under the command of the 
notorious Shap-ng-tsaL 

The Mofring translation of an official commnni- 
cation addressed by the Chinese naval commander-in- 
chief on the Hainan station to His Excellency Her 
Majes^s nenipotentiary, is likewise published for 
the information of the public 

By order, 

A. B. JoHinsTQir* 

Ttetoiis, HoBg*Koiig, lit Not. 1849. 

H.H. iloop " ColnmUBet" Chokenm, 

Coobin'CbiDft, sard Oct. 1849. 

SiBy— I have the satisfiMtion to report to your 
excellencj the great success of the expedition you 
did me the honour to place under my command. . 
Fifiy-dght piratical vesseb, mounting about 1200 
guns, and with crews of 3000 men, have been totally 
destroyed by fire; and, by the blessing of Ood, 
without the loss of one life of the officers and men 
under my orders. 

After leaving Hong-Kong on the 8ih October, I 
searched the harbours of Cowcock, Sattei, St. John's, 
Mong, Mamee^ Snngyue, and Tien-pahk, and pro- 
oeeded to Now-chou. From information received 
there^ I determined to proceed to Hoi-how, in 
Hainan, inside the shoals^ and through the junk 
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passage, for I found good pUots, and junks with 
14 ft. draught going through, and we drew little 
more than 15 ft. ; moreover, Shap-ng-tsai had boasted 
he would go where English ships dared not follow 
him. This vaunt I determined to belie. We reached 
Hoi-how on the 13th, and found the Goyemor-general 
(Ho), whom I visited at the capital, in great fear of 
the pirates, and with a most friendly feeling to the 
English nation. He immediately ordered a mandarin 
named Wong to proceed with me, taking with him 
eight war junks, and I gave him a passage^ to pre- 
vent delay, on board the ** Fury.** On the 16th we 
reached Chook-shan, which the pirate fleet had left 
five days before, and we found the same sad story of 
towns destroyed, men murdered, and women taken 
away, that mark his track along the coast On 
Thursday the 18th, we fell in with one of his look- 
out vessels, which having got into shallow water, waa 
overtaken by the ** Phlegethon,** and destroyed by 
her boats under the command of Mr. Simpson, Ist 
officer. On the 19th we reached Hoo-nong, his 
reported haun^ and found he had gone about twelve 
miles further, and I feared we had lost him; but 
that mvaluablQ officer, Mr« Daniel B. Caldwell, im- 
pressed me so strongly with the correctness of Ids 
information, that I decided on a reconnaissance in 
the ''Fhlegethon,*' in spite of our shortness of fuel; 
and proceeding in to Cbokenm for that purpose, on 
Saturday mornings the 20th, saw 37 of the fleet 



Digitized by VjOO^ IC 



62 DESTBUCnOK OF THE FLEETS 

under wdgh. From 7 till 4. p.x., like terriers at a 
rat-hole, we hunted for the channel. Then a pilot 
managed to escape from the shore. I proceeded in 
•«*Phlegethon,- with *'Pury* astern, '*ColumMne- 
in tow, over the bar 14 ft. (mud), and at 4.40 had 
the pleasure of finding all the ships warmly engaged. 
At 5.5 Shap-ng-t8ai*s junk blew up with a tremen- 
dous crash, and at 5.30 they had ceased firing. Be- 
fore 8 o'clock, twenty-seven were in flames, and the 
squadron in position to blockade the river. On the 
2l6t October, the steamers and boats destroyed 
twenty-four more; and nine of them gave lieutenant 
George Hancock, in a paddle-box boat of ''Fury,*? 
assisted by Captain Moore, B.M., and Mr. Close, 
acting mate, with Mr. Lead,* an opportunity of dis- 
tinguishing himsell Two Uirge junks turned to bay, 
to defend the retreat of the rest, but Mr. Hancock so 
handled his boat and her gun, that after an hour and 
twenty minutes he had beaten them from their guns, 
and carried them by boarding without loss, and then 
pursued and destroyed the other seven. Mr. Han- 
cock's boldness in attacking, and correct judgment 
in mana^g this a£bir, are worthy of the highest 
praise; and Captain Moore, RM., Mr. N. N. C. 
Lea2^ a Bnudlian lieutenant, and Mr. F. A. dose, 
acting mate, gave him the greatest assistance. On 
Monday the 22nd, I proceeded, in ** Fhlegethon " and 
boats^ to destroy all that were left. We found that 
* A Bnsiliiii lieatenaat Attftebed to ■* Fofy." 
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the mandarins had destroyed four^ and we finished 
• two others. The low fiat islands at the mouth of 
the river were at times covered with men deserted 
from the junks, yet afraid of the Cochin Chinese^ 
who had assembled in great numbers to attack them. 
The ships* boats and small-arm men harassed and 
destroyed many by constant fire of shell and grape, 
whilst the Cochin Chinese destroyed and captured 
the rest From the best information it appears that 
the fieet consisted of 64 vessels of war, which may be 
dassed as follows : — 

Ist ... ] ... 42 ... 42 ...... 120 120 

2nd ... 16 ... 28 to 84 ... 480 70 1200 

drd ... 42 ... 12 to 19 ... 672 40 1680 

4th ... ... 6 ... 30 30 1(K) 

Totia...64 1224 ^.... 3150 

Of these, two small of the 3rd dass, and four of 
the 4th, have escaped with Shap-ng-tsai, but without 
much ammunition; and the mandarin assures me he 
will shortly destroy him — now an easy prey. He 
took with him about 400 men, — so that 1700 having 
been killed, about 1000 more remain to be finished 
by the Cochin Chinese, who have already sent some 
prisoners to the mandarins. 

J shall now proceed to Hong-Kong with all 
despatch. I have the pleasure of mentioning the 
exceeding good conduct of the officers and men 
during these laborious and hazardous operations. 
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Thdr unanimitj, wiUingnesSy and cheerfiibess haTe 
made it a most pleasant aervioe, and no plimderi 
rapine, or misoonduot, has tarnished their honour, 
liajor-general Wong; the mandarini proved himself 
a gallant^ active^ and efficient aUy« and I trust his 
own government may reward him for his good 
sendees. To have Commander Willcox with me, is, 
I feel, to have sacoess.* As a friend and an officer 
he is unequalled, and his ship is in such good order 
that I hdieve there is nothing he could not do. 
His judgment and gallantry are on an equal footing* 
Mr. Neblett, of the "^ Fhl^gethon,** has handled his 
ship in a bold and determined manner, and has given 
me eveiy assistance. As I was frequently obliged 
to be in the steamers, the command of this sloop has 
devolyed upon Lieut J. H. Bridges, senior lieutenant^ 
and he conducted her in action on the 20ih with 
much ability. lieutenant Darnell, senior of the 
''Fury,*' in command of her boats, has also rendered 
good service. Captain Moore, of the ''Hastings*' 
marines, has assisted me most materially in command 
of that body. lieutenant Hancock, and Mr. Cham** 
bersy acting mate^ in command of the respective 
detadunents of "Hastings^** men, have given me 
much satis&ction; and Mr. Bathbone, midshipman 
of the " Fury,** has brought himself into notice for 
his xeaL I have also to notice the name of Mr. Al* 
genum Woottoui xnidshipmaui a most promising 
^ SiiiM promotsd lo tht nnk of Oamaln* 
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young officer, who has acted as my aide-de-camp, and 
been very useful on every occasion. 

I have the honour to enclose a list of the officers 
employed in the boats,* who I haye no doubt would 
equally have distinguished themsdyes if they had 
had the opportunity. 

I enclose a Journal of my proceedings since leav- 
ing Hong-Kong, together with some hydrographical 
remarks compiled by Mr. Thomas Kerr, acting master 
of this sloop, which will, I trust, be of service to 
commerce and navigation in the gulf of Tonquio, 
hitherto so little known. Mr. Kerr, during all this 
ver/ hazardous navigation, has proved himself a care- 
ful and judicious officer. 

Mr. D. B. Caldwell, of the police force, has agiuii 
proved his talent as a linguist, his intimate know- 
ledge of the Chinese character, and the thorough 
correctness of his information. To him in a great 
measure our success is to be attributed. 

Mr. Soames, master of the Hong-Kong Company's 
steam vessel ^* Canton,** did his work well as pilots as 
far as he was acquainted with the coast— I have 
the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, 

John C. Dalbvicfub Hat, Cwmnaindet. 

HU Exoellenoj Baar-AdminI 

Sir Frftoois A Collier, C.B., E.aH., 

Oommiiider.ia-e]iief, &0. &0. 

* See page 168. 
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TrandaUon o/an Official CommunieaHon addreued 
by the Chinete Naml Cimmomd&r-inrCIAtf im ihb 
Hainan Station^ to Hit ExceOenejf Eer MajeUj^s 
Pbnipoteniiary. 

Ho» by promotion acting commodore on the Tiichau 
station, now acting commander-in-chief at Hainan, 
Ac, makes a communication. 

Whereas the pirate Chang-shih-wu-tsz* (Shap-ng- 
tsai) and others had, for some time past, been burn- 
ing and destroying merchant vessels at Fih-h£i (Pak* 
hoi), in the department of laen-chan, and all that 
ndghbourhood, I had been apprehensive that he 
-would find his way into the waters of Kiung-chau, 
and cause trouble therein. I had accordingly con- 
sulted the intendant of the circuit of lien-chau and 
Kiung-diau, and the prefect and subprefect of the 
department of Eiung-chau, and, with their concur- 
rence, had instructed Hw6ng, the naval officer tempo- 
rarily in charge of the H£i-kau (H6i-hau) station, to 
put himself at the head of a naval forces and to take 
up, in addition, some trading vessels, and arm them 
properly. The intendant^ prefect, magistrate, and 
assistant magistrate also, sent a contingent of troops 
and militia: and the 28th of the 8th moon (Uth 
Oct) had been fixed as the day on which they were 
to go to sea in quest (of the pirates.) 

On the afternoon of the 27th (I3th Oct), two 
steamers and a vessel of war, despatched by your 
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exceUenqr, arriyed at Hai-k&u, the commanders of 
which being desirouB of accompanying the govern- 
ment ships in the porsuity as soon as I had had an 
interview with them, I desired Hw^ng, the senior 
officer on that station, to move on with the force 
under his commandi to exterminate and make pri- 
soners. 

On the 5th of the 9th moon (20th Oct), in the 
barbarian waters of a place known as Hw&-fung* 
th^ seized Chin-tsiu-ching and other men, forty- 
eight in all, W6ng-pei and other women, eight in all, 
and six children, whom they brought in to the city. 
I have had the prisoners examined strictly, and they 
have admitted their share in several acts of piracy. 
I have, in my turn, forwarded them to the Provindal 
City, to be tried and disposed of, and have, at the 
same time, given positive orders for the pursuit of 
the pirate chief, ChangHBhih-wu-tsz', insisting upon 
his apprehension and surrender, that he may be 
brought to justice. In addition to this, as in duty 
bound, I make this communication to your excel- 
lency, of the contents of which I hope you will inform 
yoursel£ 

A necessaiy communication, addressed to Mr. 
Bonham, by Boyal appointment Envoy of Great 
Britain, Qovemor of Hong-Kong, and Superintendent 
[of Trade] at the Five Ports. 

• Off the Coast of Coohin China. 

\ 
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Tinkwang^ 29tli yeuv 9th moon, 11th day, (26th 
Oct, 1849.) (BeoeiTed Ist Not., 1849.) 
Tni0 Tnndation, 

T. P. Wadb, 

Anbtant ChinaM Soerettrr. 
OUba Hall, Itt Not., 1840. 



DOOaXSNT BXnEBBED TO IV OOlOCAirDSB HAT*8 
DE8PAT0H. 

Cjffieen qf Her Majesti^M Serviee mnphyed in 
Boatif wUk SmaU Arm DekuhmeniSf and in 
«PiUv0rtofi.*' 

lieoteiiMits .* James H. Bridges • • CohmMne. 

^George Hancock . • • HaMng$. 
Oaptain . • Thoa. QC. Moore, R IL iTof^A 
lieatenant . FhSip W. DarneU • . Fury. 
Edward A. Blackett. .Fury. 
O. K & Pearce Serocold Ochmbine. 
[Slightly wounded in 
boarding a jnnk.] 
lieatenant . N. N. a Lead . . . Fury. 

(Bnudlian Lieatenant) 
llaater * . W. H. Williams . 



Acting Thomas Kerr. • • • Cohunbine. 
^Mstes Acting Ennis Chambers • . • ffoitingt. 
*R A. Close . • • . HoMngs. 
•Douglas Walker . . • (klimiine. 
[Bitten by a snake, while in com- 
mand of small arm men.] 

* Sinoi pfOBnoted for tlicM Mr?io0f. 
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AflBt Saigeon Dugald MoEwan* • 


• HastingB. 


JohnMuxphy* • • 


.Fury. 


2ndLtRM. RaHallidaj . . 


. Eeutingt. 


Faasedaerk J. B. Bedfold . . 


• Cohmbim. 




. Fury. 


A. K Ford . . , 


. Fury. 


A.O. Wootton . . 




T. FhSIips. . . . 


. Fury. 


a Crowdy . . • 


w \^^#wS^#r#%^SvW^PS 


F. A. Handfield . . 


# %^ W WVv 9%^ SW^PS 


0. B. Hanrey . • 




Master's Aflst F.J. Freshfidd . . 




W. Hussy • • • • 


• Fury. 



Offioers t/the Eanaurable Companj^s Service. 

1st Officer • J. Simpson • • • • PhlegeAon. 

2nd Officer . H. Barrow • • • . PUegdhan. 

3rd Officer .T. BHarton. . . . PMegdhon. 

Midshipman , C. C. Seyenoaks • • • PMegeihon. 



ThefiOaunng Petty OJieare aleo have braughi 
themedvee to my notice, 

David StanhousCy Captain's Coxswain . Columbine. 
Qeorge Lawson, Ounner's Mate • • • OohmUne. 
Thomas Cook, Acting Boatswain's Mate ColutMm. 
Christopher Brooks, Acting Boatswain's 

Mate • • • • • Fury. 

.Heniy Bartlett, Captain Fore-Top • • Fury. 
Thomas Flintham^Qoarter Master • .Fury. 



\ 
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Sergeant Bolton^ B.M. ..... ffaHings. 

Michael Bresoahany.Oonner^s Mate , . Hastings. 
James Warne^ Boatswain's Mate • . HasUngs. 
Heniy Hoar, Captain Main-Top . . Hayings. 

Jomr C. Dalbtxplb Hat, 

Commaoder. 

My readers will perceive from the highly in- 
terestmg and valuable articles selected from the 
Colonial Press^. as well as Ths Times, that any 
remarks of mine would not only be superfluous, 
but presumptuous ; I shall therefore dose this 
nanative with the latest remarks on the subject 
from the latter journal, editorial and corre- 
spondential, in the hope that^ on perusal, thq^ 
may prove as gratifying to the parties so h<;. 
noiurably mentioned, as they have been pleasing 
to me to transcribe to their credit 

Timss, Jamuxry 22, 1850. 

FBOX OUB OWK OOBBBSPONDENT. 

HoDg-KoDg, Not. 80, 1849. 

The Peninsular and Oriental Company's steamer 
^ Braganca** did not arrive here until the 24th inst, 
and, in consequence, has been detained twenty-four 
houB by order of the senior naval officer on the star 
tioik— *Oaptain Massie, of the ^ deopatra.** 
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. The yessels missmg — ^the " Sylph," " Oreybound/' 
'' Coquette^** and " Anna Eliza'* — ^haye not been beard 
of. 

Hong-Kong, Deo. 3, 1840. 
Tbe Peninsular and Oriental Company's steamer 
" Pekin" left tbis witb tbe montblymail at 2 p.m. on 
tbe 30tb ult, and anotber opportunity to address you 
is ofifered to-day by ber Majesty's steamer " Fury,** 
wbicb vessel will start tbis evening for Trinoomaleei 
witb despatches for Commodore Plumridge. 

I am gratified in being able to communicate tbe 
safe return, on tbe 1st inst, of tbe vessels-of-war 
wbicb, as advised in our last, left tbis barbour under 
command of Commander J. D. Hay, on a cruise 
against tbe formidable pirate Sbap-ng-tsai. Tbe 

: object of tbe expedition bas been crowned witb com- 
plete success, nearly tbe wbole of tbe piratical fleet 
having been destroyed, without any loss whatever on 
tbe side of tbe British. 

Her Majesty's sloop *' Columbine,** Commander 
Hay, her Migesty's steamer '^Fury," Commander 
Willcox, and tbe Honourable East India Company's 
steamer ** Fblegethon," left Hong-Kong on the 8th 
of Octobelr, and, proceeding along tbe coasts they ar« 
rived at Hainan on tbe 13tb, where they met witb a 

. most cordial reception from tbe Chinese authorities, 
who prepared a small force of eight warjunks to co- 
operate witb them, and offered a mandarin toaooom* 

. pany them, who was accordingly received on board 

\ 
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the '^Fiixy.'* The squadron set sail again from 
Haman on tbe 14tb, and after a dose search all along 
the coast, they fell in with the fleet on the 20th of 
October, in the Bay of Tonqnin. The force consisted 
of Shap-ng-tsai's junk, mounting forty-two guns, 
sixteen junks carrying twenty-eight to thirty-four 
guns each, forty-two junks with twelve to fifteen 
guns each, and a few smaller junks. Only six small 
junks escaped; 1700 men were killed, and upwards 
of 1000 driven on shore, where they were speared by 
the Cochin Chinese soldiers ; some 180 bemg made 
prisoners by her Uajesty's forces, were subsequently 
handed over to the Chinese authorities at Hainan. 
The chief, Shap-ng-tsai, it is reported, managed to 
effect his escape in a small boat just before his own 
junk blew up. 

The highest credit is due to Commanders Hay and 
Willcox for the manner in which this expedition has 
been carried out^ and the service rendered is not only 
of vast importance to the conmierce in these parts, 
but it must teach the Chinese to respect and fear 
British arms; for their own war-junks have been 
actually afraid to encounter the pirates. 

We have nothing else of importance to add to our 
letter of the 30th xdt—TimM, Jan^ 21, 1850. 



\ 
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TifMS, January 22nd, 1850. 

THE CHIKA gQUADBOH. 

Hong-KoDg, Not. 3, 1840. 

Her Majesty's steam-sloop ** Fuiy," Commander 
Willoox, the ** Columbme,** 12, Commander J. C. D. 
Hay« and the Hon. Compan/s steamer '' Fhlegethon,*** 
arrived here on the 1st inst from Hainan, having 
met with splendid success in their expedition against 
the piratical junks which had so long been commit- 
ting depredations on the merchant shipping un- 
molested. 

I must tell you the pirates have for some time 
defied the Chinese goremment. Su, the Imperial 
Commissioner, sent two mandarins and twenty-three 
large armed junks to capture them. The pirates took 
them all, and he (Su) had to pay 2000 taels of silver 
for their ransom. Lately, he offered the chie^ Shap- 
ng-tsai, a red button (the highest rank of mandarin) 
if he would take a commission in the government 
service for the protection of the coast against pinM^, 
and for protecting the revenue. Su's envoy was 
treating with him at the time H.M. ships ** Colum- 
bine,** ** Fuxy," and ^ Fhlegethon" made their ap- 
pearance, and thinking there was treachery on thdr 
part^ and that they had shown those ships their ren- 
dezvous, he had them all lashed and secured below, 
and they were blown up in a vessel 

Captains Lyons, of the *' Pilot»" Farquhar, of the 
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** Albatross,** and Haj, of the " Columbine,** having 
been promoted by the Lords of the Admiralty ex- 
pressly for the especial service rendered by those 
officers agabst these pirates, it is earnestly hoped that 
Commander "WlllcoXy of the '' Fuiy,** will receive a 
similar reward. He has ever been foremost in readi- 
ness with his vessel, which has been kept in most 
efficient order, and always ready to go on any duty; 
beddes which, the last official letter written by the 
late Admiral contained one expressly soliciting the 
Lords of the Admiralty to promote Commander Will- 
cox. This was before the affiur of the last piratical 
expedition enhanced further the claims and merits of 
that officer* The following letter will also show Com- 
mander 'WiIlcox*s deserts as appreciated by the gallant 
late Commander-in-chief: — 

•• Her M^jestj'* ship « HusUngs,** 
HoBg-Kong, OoL 6> 1840. 

** Sib,— Having received from Commander J. C D. 

Hay, of H.M. ship ^ Columbine,** a report of the 

operations on the 1st inst against a formidable 

piratical force in Byas Bay, in which he states that 

to Commander Willcox, of the ^ Fuxy,** must be given 

the principal honour of the day, and that to the 

^ Foi/s** unrivalled accuraqr of firing must be attri* 

bnted the bloodless tmnination to us of this affiur. 

I have to express to you my warm admiration of your 

judicious and gallant conduct throughout these opera* 

tioQs. I was perfectly satisfied, firom the high state 
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of discipline of the " Furji** and ber excellent gunnery 
order, that she would distinguish herself if the oppor- 
tunity were allowed, and it gives me the highest grati- 
fication to see how fully my opinions hare been justi- 
fied. Tou will express to the officers, seameui and 
marines of the ** Fuxy,** who were engaged in the late 
operations, that their steady and gallant conduct has 
merited my wannest approbation. 

''I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

«P. A. COLUKR, 

Admiral, Commaader-in-Chiet 

** To Commander Willoox, 
ofH.M.S.'Faiy.'" 

The day the ** Fury** left Hong»Eong the mer- 
chants of China held a meeting, and got up addresses^ 
and Ybted thanks to Commander Hay, of the ^ Colum- 
bine," and Commander Willcox, of the ** Fuiy,** and 
also Toted each a service of plate, as marks of their 
grateful appredation of the services rendered by those 
officers to the mercantile interests of China by their 
soocessfiil attacks upon the pirates. 



Thnea, 23rd Jamta/ry, 1850. 

Even the members of the Peace Society must re- 
joice to hear that three of her lliyesty's vessels have: 
safely returned bom performing a desperate servio^ 
ivithont casualty or damage; &r though war be. at. 
v2 
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all times an evil, it is sarely a less evil according as 
a less aggregate mischief has been ifnrought by its 
operations. Four or five years ago it was credibly 
reported, and never authentically denied, that in a 
mere dvil broil between two of the interior provinces 
of (Sank, upwards of 100,000 lives were lost on each 
side, though the quarrel, even after these results, 
was considered so common-place and insignificant as 
to provoke no notice whatever on the part of Qovem- 
ment This is one stage of warlike science; what 
we are now going to relate exemplifies another, and 
the reader can form his judgment between the two, 
as respects the interests of human life only. 

The last Chinese miul left us in some uncertainty 
respecting the success of the expedition, consisting, 
of tie "Fury,- "Columbine," and " Phlegethon," 
despatched against the notorious pirate-chief Shap- 
ng-tsai; but all anxiety on this score has been re- 
lieved by the despatches just published. From the 
private correspondence, and other papers which have 
reached us, we extract the following narrative, re- 
markable no less for its incidental illustrations of 
Chinese character, than for the description of the 
engagement which it contains. It will not be found 
very easy to track the proceedings on the chart, for 
the surveys of the south-western coast of China are 
tut from perfect; and beddes this, the names of, 
places, as rendered mto our vernacular tongue, re- 
semble each other so cIosely"«-seldom difiering in 
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more than two letters out of ten — that anj precision 
of topography becomes well nigh impossible. The 
reader will observe, however, on glancing at an 
ordinary map of China, that its southernmost point 
terminates in a short peninsula, off which lies an 
island of considerable size, called Hainan, situated 
something like Ceylon at the southern extremity of 
India. Between the two is a channel admitting the 
passage of junks, and leading westward into the Oulf 
of Tonquin. It was somewhere in the ''barbarian 
waters" at the head of this gulf that the encounter 
took place. 

On leaving Hong-Kong, the three British vessels 
proceeded westward on their search, collecting intel- 
ligence of the pirates from port to port, and often 
meeting with fresh traces of their recent presence. 
On the fourth morning of their expedition they learnt 
that Shap-ng-tsai had just sailed from Hainan, that 
he had attacked and totally destroyed a considerable 
trading town on the peninsula, and that he had 
made off in the direction of the numerous wild 
islands at the head of the gulf. Thus instructed. 
Captain Hay immediately sailed for Hoi-how, on the 
island of Hainan, and put himself in communication 
with Ho, the Qovemor-general of the district By 
this officer and his colleagues he was most graciously 
received in an illuminated artificial garden, to the 
extreme joy of the local population ; and no wonder, 
for such was the audacity and power of the pirate ^ 
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chief, that he had actually attempted an attack upon 
this dtf, and had onlj been defeated by the Bhoals, 
which prevented his heavy junks from coming into 
action. The mandarins professed great anxiety that 
Captain Hay and his oflBcers should stop to breakfast 
in state on the following morning; but on hearing 
that in the British service such entertainments were 
usually postponed till the work in hand was com* 
pletedi they readily acquiesced, and immediately 
reinforced the expedition with a quota of eight 
junks, canying 100 native soldiers, under the com- 
mand of Hw&ng, an officer who had formerly held 
office in these waters, and who had been raised to 
the rank of mandarin for his distinguished gallantry 
in repulsing the pirate's attack upon Hoi-how. 

With these aids the squadron now set sail, and 
steered for the scene of the most recent atrocities, 
Pak-hoL Here they heard that the pirates had just 
left, and had repaired to ChuckHshan to refit. On 
following the enemy to Chuck-shan, they found 
endence but too plain that they were on the right 
track; for in consequence of some fiulure of the poor 
villagers to furnish the supplies demanded, the pirates 
had burnt the town, massacred a great number of 
the inhabitants, and carried away the women and 
children. From Chuck-shan the expedition was 
directed to Hoonong, and from Hoonong to Fa-lung, 
where it was said that the population were actually 
awaiting an attack from this terrible chieftam. This 
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intelligence proved correcti and as the squadron 
neared the specifio pomt they at length saw the 
fiimous pirate fieeti numbering no fewer than sixty- 
four vessels, and carrying 1200 guns, and 3000 men. 
There still, however, remained the difficulty of closing 
with ihem, for they were within the shallows, where 
Shap-ng-tsai had boasted that no English could fol- 
low him; and in very truth, for upwards of m*ne 
hours the British cruisers were hunting and prying 
about for the channel, as Captain Hay's despatch 
expresses it, ** like terriers at a rat-hole.** At last 
a native pilot contrived to escape from the shore to 
the fleet, and took them over the bar. On coming 
to dose quarters, the first of Shap-ng-tsai*s proceed- 
ings was to behead his agent and his whole boat*8 
crew, on suspicion of treachery; and the next to 
lash to the mainmast, as a target for our guns, an 
unfortunate envoy who had been despatched to him 
from Canton. He then resolutely awuted the attack 
with a score of his heaviest vessels moored in line^ 
the guns of which he presently opened upon some 
of his own junks, which showed symptoms of wishing 
to escape. The fighting then became very sharp, 
till a lucky shell from the Fhl^ethon entered the 
pirate flag-ship, and blew all into the air. Singularly 
enough, the poop of the vessel remained afloat, with 
the flag of defiance still flying at the top of the rail- 
ing until it was consumed by fire. 
This dosed the first day*s action, but the next 



s. 



LiigitikJ ' i^ ' 



180 D£STBnCTION OF THE FLEETS 

morning the engagement was resumed under cir- 
oumstances of greater difficulty, for the junks had 
betaken themsdves to spots where they could only 
be reached by boats, and had the sdenoe of the 
pirates been but equal either to their desperation or 
their means of offence, the results must have been 
serious. On boarding one of the junks, a heavy 
gun was found loaded to the muzzle, depressed so 
as to bear upon the approaching boat, and behind it 
lay its captain, dead, with the match still lighted in his 
hand. A chance shot had probably saved the whole 
of the boat's crew. In the large junks which were 
captured everything was found in such fighting order 
as would not have disgraced the smartest European 
frigate. Quarters were clear, sponges and rammers 
by the ride of the guns, ammunition in flannel cart- 
ridges, carefully stowed away, and all screened from 
acddent by blankets. The shoals and banks of the 
river of course afforded considerable facilities of 
escape to the pirate crews, but the Cochin-Chinese, 
exasperated by innumerable acts of barbarity, and 
oveijoyed at so unexpected a turn of the tables, soon' 
surrounded the fugitives with spears and knives, and 
probably gave a pretty good account of them, while 
every native fort and garrison along the shore yielded . 
its quota against these implacable enemies. After 
executing this duty, the British squadron returned to 
Hoi4iow, where ihey were received with transports. 
of gratitude and welcome. The opinions entertained 
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by tlie natives of the servioe to peace and commerce 
which had been thus performed, mi^ be learnt from 
a '' necessary communicationy** addressed by the 
Chinese governor of Hainan to the British authorities 
at Hong-Kong, and we are sure our readers will have 
been pleased to see from the promotion-list that the 
gallantry of those engaged has been as well appre- 
ciated at home. 

Perhaps at the next meeting of the Peace Society 
some person will f&vour the world with a definition 
of what, in these days, is still to be considered piracy, 
and we shall be happy to apply the rule to the case 
before us. Here were upwards of 3000 men sailing 
from place to place with a fleet of 64 ships mounting 
1200 guns, levying contributions wherever they 
found means, burning all towns which afironted 
them, massacring men and carrymg women into 
slavery. Their vessels were found built, armed, and 
' appointed for fighting only, nor was there anything 
on board resembling merchandise except the plunder 
just carried off from lien-Chou-fou, and some goods 
which were identified as part of the cargoes of the 
unfortunate ''Sylph** and ''Greyhound.** How are 
these men to be described, if not as piratesi — and, if 
as pirates, is not an agitation for the protection of 
these " innocent fishermen** about as reasonable as 
an appeal to the Society for Preventing Cruelty to 
Animals in behalf of the now ravenous wolves in the 
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Timet, Jamuarjf 26, IS50. 

Woolwiob, Jtn. 25. . 
Captain John Charles Dabymple Hay (January 
2O9 1850)| whose promotion to that rank, as a reward 
for his gallant conduct as commander of the ^ Colum- 
bine," 16-gun sloop, in the recent destruction of the 
vessek and crews of the Chinese pirates, was an** 
nounced yesterday, served as midshipman of the 
** Benbow," 72, Captain Houston Stewart^ during the 
operations of 1840 on the coast of Syria, where pre- 
'nously to assisting at the bombardment of St Jean 
d'Acre^ be commanded a boat, and was officially 
reported as deserving of eveiy credit for his spirited 
conduct in the attack on Tortosa. Passing his ex- 
amination on the 17th of February, 1841, he subse- 
quently, until his attainment of the rank of lieutenant^ 
August 15, 1844, offidated as mate on the Mediter- 
ranean and East India stations, of the same ship, and 
of the ''Agincourt,'* 72, bearing the flag of Sir 
Thomas John Cochrane, and ** Spiteful** steam sloop, 
Captain William Midtland. His succeeding appoint- 
ments were — ^November 12, 1844, again to the 
" Ag^oourt** as flag-lieutenant, and March 1, 1846, 
to the "Vestal,** 26, Captain Charles Talbot^ also in 
the East Indies. He attained the rank of commander 
on August 28, in the latter year. To this account of 
Commander Hay's services from CByme's yawU 
Biographical Didionairff, it may be added, that the 
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gallant officer did not remain long on the inactive 
list, as be was appointed on December 4, 1847, to 
command the '^ Columbiney** 16, for service on the 
East India and China station, and has now been pro- 
moted to be Captain for his late distinguished services. 
The expedition against the pirates was placed under 
the command of Captain Hay; and in his account of 
the result, he says, '^fifty-eight piratical vessels^ 
mounting about 1200 guns, and with crews of 3000 
men, have been totally destroyed by fire, and, by the 
blessing of Ood, without the loss of one life of the 
officers and men under my orders.** 

Commander George Hancock (January 24, 1850,) 
also promoted for his gallant services against the 
Chinese pirates, entered the navy the 3rd of March, 
1834 ; passed his examination on the 12th of Decem- 
ber, 1840 ; and after an intermediate service as mate 
on the Mediterranean and home stations in the 
^ Yemon,** 50, and *' ExceHent," gunnery ship. 
Captains William Walpole and Sir Thomas Hastings, 
was promoted to the rank of lieutenant on the Ist of 
July, 1844. He was subsequently employed in the 
^Eagle,'V50, Captain George B. Martin, bearing the 
flag of Bear-Admiral Samuel Hood Inglefield, on the 
south-east coast of America, and afterwards in North 
America and the West Indies. He obtained his 
oomnussion as a reward for having passed the best 
examination at the Boyal Naval College. On the 
7th of April, 1848,he was appointed to the ''HastiDgs,** 
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commissioned on that day as the flag-ship on the 
East India and China stations, and served in the 
«< Foiy" war steamer and the boats of that yesse!, 
wider the command of Oaptain John G. Dalrjmple 
Hajy in the expedition against the Chinese pirates ; 
and behaved so gallantly as to have the following 
account given of his conduct in the despatches sent 
by Oaptain Hay to the Commander-in-chief on the' 
station. After describing the destruction of twenty* 
seven of the piratical vessels, Captam Dalrymple 
says: — 

** On the 2l6t of October the steamers and boats 
destroyed twenty-four more; and nine of them gave 
lieutenant Qeoige Hancock, in a paddle-box boat of 
the ^Fuiy" assisted by Oaptun Moore, B.N., and 
Mr. Close, acting mate, with Mr. Lea9, an oppor- 
tunity of distinguishing himsel£ Two large junks 
turned to bay to defend the retreat of the rest» but 
Mr. Hancock so handled his boat and her gun that, 
after an hour and twenty minutes, he had beaten 
them from their guns and carried them by boarding, 
without loss, and then pursued and destroyed the 
other seven. Mr. Hancock's boldness in attacking; 
and correct judgment in managing this afiair, are 
worthy of the highest praise.** 

Their Lordships have, therefore, veiy justly pro« • 
moted this distinguished officer to the rank of Com- 
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Timea, FArwury 23, 1850. 

THJfi OHIKA SQUADRON. 

Hong-Kong, Dee. 80, 1840. 
Numerous robberies. hare occurred itt Yictoriay 
committed with a degree of daring and ingenuity 
that could not fail to be vexy seryiceable to the per- 
petrators if displayed in an honest calling. Several 
junks have been boarded and plundered close to the 
anchorage of n.M.S. '' Hastings/' 72, proving that 
there are still abundance of pirates on the alert, not- 
withstanding the severe checks they had lately expe- 
rienced from our naval force at Baias Bay and 
Hainan. 



Times, Apnl\9,\U(^. 

YUUlTES IK THE CBXKESB SEAS. 

The following correspondence has been sent us for 
publication :— 

No. 1. 

Hong-Kong, Not. 10, 1840. 

Sib, — ^We had recently the honour of expressing 
to the late lamented Admiral, Sir F. Collier, our 
sentiments regarding the important services rendered 
by H.M. ships in the destruction of Chui-apoo's pira- 
tical fleet at Pinghoi; and the pleasing duty now 
devolves upon us of again recording our acknowledg- 
ments for the operations just completed in the anni** 
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liilation of the still more fonnidable fleet of Shap-ng- 
tsai on the west coast. 

Tour official account of the proceedings of KM. 
ships ^Columbine** and ''Fury," and the Hon. East. 
India Company's steamer ^! Fhlegethon," from the 
period of their departure from Hong-Kong to that 
when they so effectually destroyed the enem/s forces, 
details throughout operations of an intricate and 
hazardous nature, exhibiting zeal, perseverance^ and 
courage of no ordinary character, which call for our 
most unqualified admiration; while the benefit con- 
ferred on commerce generally, and the safety and 
protection afforded to the inhabitants of this colony 
by the entire success of the expedition, deserve our 
fullest thanks. 

In addressing you as the commander of the forces 
employed, we request you will convey the sentiments 
we have expressed to Captain Willcox, of H.M. 
steamer '"Fuxy," Mr. Neblett, of the Hon. East 
India Company's steamer " Fhlegethon," and all the 
officers who so ably assisted in carrying out your in- 
structions. 

With the view of marking more distinctly our 
sense of the important services rendered, we beg 
youraoceptanceof a piece of plate; and that^ in com- 
municating with Captain Willcox and Mr. Neblett^ 
you will request them, in our name, to receive a like 
memorial of the suooessfiil termination to the enter-. 
prisOi 
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We bare the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient 

servants — Jardine, MatheiBon and Co.; R. and D. 

Rntto^jee; Hormusjeey Framjee and Co.; K 

Fran^eoi Sons, and Co.; Ness. Ardaseer, Bhanjee 

and Co.; S. Nathmull, Soorana; Anwoodeen and 

Jafferbhoj; Noyemamed, Datoobhoj and Co.; 

Sumsoodeen, Sojowdeen and Co.; Ness. BTramjee 

Fackeengee; Jamieson, Edger and Co.; Qeorge 

Ljall and Co.; Fletcher and Co. ; Dirom, Gray and 

Co. ; Dent and Co. ; Macyicar and Co. ; GQman and 

Co.; Pestonjee, Framjee and Co.; Cowasjee Sa- 

poorjee Lungrana; David Sassoon^ SonS| and Co.; 

Dadabhoy, Nesserwanjee, Moody, and Co.; Buttonjee, 

Hormusjee, Camajee and Co. ; Dadabhoy, Prestonjee 

and Co.; P. and D. Nesserwanjee, Camajee and Co.; 

Cowasjee Pallanjee; Heeijeebhoy, Ardaseer and Co. 

Ciptain Jobn G. Dalrymple Haj, HerMqesty't brig 
•* ColambiDe," Hong-Kong Harbour. 

No. 2. 

Hong-Kong, Jan. 22, 1850. 
Sib, — ^We shall feel obliged by your forwarding 
the inclosed letter (No. 1) to Captain Hay, of her 
Majesty's brig " Columbine," and transmitting copies 
of it to Captain Willcoz, of her Majesty's steamer 
«'Fuiy,** and Mr. Neblett, of the Hon. East India 
Company's steamer ^Phlegethon." 

We have the honour to be, Sir, &e.^ 

JjL&Dvsn^ Matheson & Co.| and others. 

Captain Masaie, R.N., Her Hqeatj's sbip 
'•doopatra," Hong-Kong Harbour. 
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No. 3. 

■ t 

Her Hijetty*t ibip <« Cleopatra,** 

Hong-Kong, Jan. 22, 1850. 

Oentleuen, — ^I beg to acknowledge the receipt 
of your communication of yesterday's date, together 
with its inclosare, expressing in terms so strong and 
80 complimentary the services rendered by Com* 
mander Hay, Commander WillcoZ| and Mr. Neblett; 
and I have to inform yon, that in compliance with 
the regulations of her Majesty's service, I shall for- 
ward the same to Commodore Flumridge, Command- 
ing-in-ehie( who will of course take the earliest 
opportunity of complying with the request 

I have the honour to be, Qentlemen, your most 
obedient humble servant, 

T. L. Massib, 
Captain and Senior in China. 
To Mcstn. Jardine, Matheton k Co., &c., Hong-Kong. 

Inscription to be engrared on piece of plate pre- 
sented to Oaptiun Hay, which Messrs. Hunt and 
Boskell, of Bond-street, will be instructed to make, 
by Messrs; Matheson and Co., of Lombard-street:— 

^ Presented to Oaptun John C. Dalrymple Hay, 
of her Miyest/s brig ^Columbine,' as a memorial of 
the important services rendered by him to the com- 
merce of China for the part taken by him in the 
destruction of the pirate fleet of Shap-ng-tsai, con- 
sistbg of iizty-four jnnks^ mounting 1200 guns, 
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and canying 3000 men, in the Tonquin Biyer, on 
the 20th of October, 1849. 

^ By Jabdikb, Mathcsov k Co, for thenuelves 
and insurance offices under their charge. 

^ Dbht k Co.| for themsdyes and insurance 
offices under their chaige. 

*' MAoyiOAB k Co. 

''GiLMAN&Co. 

^ Jakibsok, Edoeb k Co. 
" Geobob Ltall k Co. 
''Fletcheb^ Co. 
^DiBox, Gray & Co. 

'^ PUSTOKJEEy FSAXJEB, CaXA k Co. 
<'C0WA8JEB SaPOOBJBB LuKOBAVA. 

«' Dayid Sassook, Sons, k Co., and 15 Parsee;, 
Hindoo, and Mahomedan firms of 
Canton. 
" Hong-Kong, Feb. 90, 180a* 

Similar inscriptions to be engrayed on the pieces 
of plate for Captains "Vnilcox and Neblett^ which 
ihqr haye been asked to sdect themselyes. 
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(A.) 

No less tlian four expeditions have been entered 
upon during the past month against the pirates on 
the west coast A Singapore lugger, named the 
'' Kim-hok-tye,** bound from Singapore to Shanghai, 
touching at Hainan, was captured off that island on 
the 4th of July, by the fleet of a notorious pirate 
chief, named Shap-ng-tsai. Her crew, to save their 
liyes, abandoned the vessel immediately, and the 
captain managed to make his escape over to the 
mainland, where he threw himself on the protection 
of the mandarins, and was by them kindly treated, 
and lus letters, explaining ' his position, forwarded to 
Hong-Kong. 

During his stay there^ he learnt that two square^ 
rigged vessels had been captured by the pirates a 
short time before; and as the dippers ''Sylph" and 
** Gowasjee Family,** which sailed from this on the 
11th and 13th of July, had not reached -Singapore, 
serious apprehensions were entertained that they 
were the vessels in question. The safe arrival of 
ihe ^Cowaqee Family** at Singapore has since beea 
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asoerUined, but we regret to state, that no intellU 
gence whaterer hat reached Hong-Kong up to this 
time respeeting the fate of the ''Sylph." We refer 
to our columns for the steps since taken towards 
reoo^ering some tidings of her. 



Hcng-Kong OazeUe, June 9, 1849. 

PIRAOT IN THE CHINESE 8EA8. 

On the evening of Wednesday a large bst-boat, 
haying on board, of crew and passengersy forty souls 
(including four Portuguese), started for Macao. Be- 
fore reaching the Cap-sing-moon passage, and in full 
view of the town and shippingi she was orertaken 
by two piratical boats, which ranged alongside. 
Firepots and other missiles were thrown on board, 
by which one man was wounded. The pirates then 
boarded, driving some of the crew and passengers 
into the water. After plundering the vessel of 200 
doQars and some goods, th^ sailed away, leaving 
the fast-boat people to rescue their comrades in the 
water. On mustering, it was found that two Chinese 
and one Portuguese were missing. The Portuguese 
arrived at Victoria next morning, having swam 
ashore, but it is feared the Chinese were drowned. 
The fixing was heard by several merchant vessek; 
one. of them threw up a blue-hght, to attract the 
o2 
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attention of the police. We hear that the corner 
mander of the ship '' Ameer" sent a boat on board 
her Majesty's storeship ''Minden,** intimating to the 
master in diarge that a pira<7 was then in the act of 
being committed, but the ** Minden** had no force to 
send to the rescae. It is said, ''Had a ship of war 
been in the harbour, the pirates would have been 
captured;** but had a ship of war been in the harbour, 
thej would not have dared to conmiit a capital ofifence 
within sight of the gallows, upon which six of their 
confederates were to be strung the next morning. 
The capture of the ''Minden,*' storeship, would hare 
had a good effect, and she might have been taken 
with the greatest ease. If her Majesty's ships of 
war in China are not expected to protect her Majest/s 
loyal subjects^ or even drive pirates out of the har- 
bour, they are surely cslled upon to afford a suffident 
guard for the safe-keeping of their own beef and 
biscuit The danger of leaving this harbour for a 
day without a vessel of war is so manifest, that we 
are surprised any naval officer should take the 
responsibility (unless in some great emergency), or 
that any governor should per^nit the withdrawal of 
all the squadron without makbg a strong remon- 
strance. At present there is congregated at Macao 
a squadron of four British and three American men- 
of-war. And what is the object} Ostensibly a 
regatta; but^ in point of fact, a demonstration, should 
the CSiinese meditate the punishment of the Macao^ 
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govemment. We do not object to the regatta^ and 
are rather pleased to see a friendly intercourse be- 
tween our own ships and those of foreign powers. 
H'either do we object to the presence of one or two 
British ships of war at Macao, though thej dare not 
take any part should the quarrel with the Portu- 
guese issue in hostilities; but we do object to the 
withdrawal of all her Majesty's ships from this har- 
bour on any pret^t whatereri either for mere 
amusement or to save an impotent power from the 
consequences of its own insolence. 



(C.) 
United Service OaaeUe, N<n>. 1849. 

THE PIRA.TES IK THE CHINESE SEAS. 

It is notorious that British yessels trarersing the 
Chinese seas to prosecute their voyages^ have for 
many years been constantly annoyed, frequently 
plundered, and, in some instanceef, their crews mur- 
dered in the ferocious attacks of the Chinese and 
.Borneo pirates, who set out at certain periods of the 
year to commit depredations on neighbouring isles, 
and on any merchant vessel of a moderate sise with 
which they may hare the chance to meet The trade 
with China and the Eastern Archipelago having 
latterly increased to an amazing extent^ merchants 
and captains cry aloud for protection from these 
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horrid nests of robbers and murderers. It is im- 
possible to believe that every vesseli commanded hy 
an experienced master, and manned with a full com- 
plement of seamen, reported ''wrecked** in the 
Chinese seas, has actually been destroyed by the 
natural acddents of navigation. We are rather in- 
dined, from certain &cts that have been published, 
to the opinion that many become the prey of these 
hordes of freebooters, whose existence is derived 
from the capture and plunder of those unwary mer- 
chantmen they may have an opportunity of sur^ 
prising; and we are strengthened in our belief by the 
last accounts from China, which assert that H.M, 
steam sloop ''Inflexible** had brought in three 
piratical boats, after a desperate resistance, with 
European portmanteaus on board; that a small 
cutter had been attacked in the Canton river, and 
three of the crew murdered ; and that a large piratical 
boat had been brought to Ningpoo by the " Pilot,** 
and handed over to the Chinese authorities. 

Here is a pretty state of affidrs. A party cannot 
take even a trip in the Canton river, where, above all 
places, one might fancy himself safe, without incur- 
ring the risk of robbery and murder. These matters 
are serious, and should be treated with gravity and 
importance by the authorities both at home and 
abroad, for if this evil is allowed to exist, the trade 
will be conducted with greater risk| and consequently 
additional expense. 
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As England's interests in this part of the world 
are oonsiderablj more important than that of any 
other nation, it behoves her to employ her powerful 
means to procure a speedy and effectual suppression 
of these pirates. For this purpose her China squadron 
should be augmented with quick steamers and fast- 
sailing men-of-war of small tonnage, capable of 
scouring every nook on the coast, and ferreting out 
and capturing any vessels carrying a suspicious 
armament and crew. Our present squadron in that 
quarter is totally unadapted for this work. The 
presence of the larger vessels of war is required at 
towns to protect British property, and keep the natives 
in subjection; and, moreover, they cannot search 
the coast and chase a pirate with the facility of a 
smaller vessel of war, of which we have only seven 
or eight, including a couple of steamers. 

Sir J. Brooke has by this time sailed with the 
"Meander," "Albatross," "Royalist," and the Hon. 
East India Company's steamers, "Nemesis'* and 
" Semiramis,'' against the Borneo gentry ; and though 
the boats of the "Meander" will be put in use, yet, 
if there be any wind, the prahus will soon be out of 
range of shot, and beyond the reach of any other 
craft than steamers and fiftst-sailing men-of-war of 
small tonnage, which alone are capable of coming up 
with these piratical vessels, so noted for their swift- 
ness; in fact^ the "Meandei^s" steam-launch will be 
the only vessel calculated to render herself formidable 
and successful 
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We are quite aware of the difficulties to be en- 
ooontered in these seas — subject to periodical storma 
of great Tiolenoe, with a dimate the most enervating 
and destruetiye to human life^ and we maj expresai 
our firm oonyiction that a more perseyering, devoted,! 
and gallant body of officers never sailed under, the 
British flag than those who hold commissions in 
vessels of war belonging to the East India and China 
squadron; but at the present moment, whether with 
reference to the Boyal or the Indian navy, we^lack 
the means-— although, doubtless, we have the will 
and the power— of preventing these depredations on 
our commercial interests which is daily practised by 
the pirates of the Dutch East India Archipelago and 
the Cihinese seas. 

(D.) ; 

H«r M ^Mtj't 8tMm-T08Ml, Medet, Tienpahk Boadf, 
September the 8tb, 1841^. 

Sn,-— In compliance with your orders of the 0th '. 
inst, directing me to proceed coastwise to Hainan, I 
have to report to you that I left Hong-Kong on the 
evening of the same day, but in consequence of the 
bursting of a great number of tubes in the boilers, ' 
being unable to keep up the fires, and there bring at 
the time a strong tide without any wind, I was^ 
oompelled to come to an anchor off the Island of 
Suitu, at 9 P.1L 
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. 2. By the exertions of the eng^eera, who worked 
during the entire night (the thermometer in the- 
stokehole standing at lll^y one boiler that had been 
partially tubed previously to my departure was oom- 
pletedi and two others rendered equal to one. I 
was therefore enabled to proceed the next morning 
at 7 o'clock, and the *' Medea" anchored off Tienpahk 
at 9.30 A.X., on the morning of the 7th inst 

3. I immediately pulled into the bay in my 
gigy accompanied by Mr. Ja^cey, Master of the 
^'Maseppai** Dr. Hastings, Acting-surgeon of this 
ship, and a Chinese Interpreter, with the view of 
obtaining a pilot for the coast of Hainan, and, if 
possible^ to procure information regarding the miss- 
ing ships. 

4. On entering the harbour, I found it completely 
filled with heavily-armed junks, to the number of 
00, or thereabouts; 10 being veiy large^ with up- 
wards of 20 guns each, all full of men, and answer- 
ing to the description of the piratical vessels given 
in Mr. David Taylor^s letter of the 4th of July haL 
There were likeme upwards of 100 cargo junks^ 
several of whom I boarded, with the intention of 
ascertaining the residence of the mandarin on shore; 
from them I learnt that he had retreated into the 
country, and that they themselves were detained by 
the above-mentioned armed junks until payment 
had been made for the ransom of their vessels. 

0. The appearance of this steam-vessel in the 
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roads, and the approadi of my gig into the harbour, 
canged mach excitement amongst these armed junks, 
and I considered it prudent to retire on board the 
^ Medea** without hmding, the town being some dis- 
tance inland. 

6. Whilst pulling towards the ship, I observed a 
divinon of five armed junks get underweigh, and. 
stand out; these afterwards anchored in a creek, 
near the entrance of Teinpahk Harbour. 

7. On a careful perusal of the orders relatiye to 
piracy, I did not conceive that there was sufficient 
evidence of these junks being pirates (although 
morally certain of the &ct) to justify me in making 
any attack upon them, even provided I could have 
moved the ship sufficiently near; and as their force 
was too great to admit of a possibility of their 
bring taken by the ship's boats, I judged it best 
to get underwogh for the Taga Idands, in further 
quest of information relative to the missing ships. 

& We weighed at 6 p.m., and having passed Ty-. 
fung Island, came up with a junk which had been 
observed beating about the Bay in a suspidous man- 
ner all the afternoon without anchoring. I hailed ; 
them to come alongside, and firom the chief officer of. 
her I obtained the information contained in the en-f 
dosed copy of his examination.* «.^ . 

9. As his description corresponded with the ap- 
pearanoeof the junks I had observed moving to the. 
• Not fnmidMd to the OompUer. 
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creek near the moutb of the harbour, and as he 
stated his capability to point out his companion's 
junk, and the pirate which had captured her, I re- 
solyed to return, with his yessel in tow, to Tienpahk 
Beads, where we anchored at 8 p.m. 

10. Having made the determination to take this 
man in with a view of disooyering and re-capturing 
the junk stated bj him to have been seized by the 
pirates, at 6 o'clock this morning, I manned and 
armed the boats of this ship, as specified in the 
accompanying list,* and proceeded with them towards 
Tienpahk. 

11. On arrival off the entrance of the creek already 
mentioned, and whilst requiring from the Chinese 
who came on board the previous evening to point 
out the junks which had taken his consort, the armed 
junks who had springs laid out, brought their broad- 
sides to bear upon the mouth of the creek, which 
was very narrow, triced up their boarding nettings^ 
and opened a very sharp fire upon us. 

12. I then gave orders for the boats to pull in, 
return their fire, and board ; the whole force amount« 
injg to five vessels heavily armed, and full of men, 
were captured in the short space of a quarter of an 
hour, with a considerable loss on the part of the 

Jf Chinese firom our fire of grape and musketry, besides 
several who were drowned in endeavouring to make 
their escape to the shore. 

* Not ftmidMd to the CknnpiW. 



dbyGoogk 



200 APPENDIX. 

13. On our side t rc^pret to state the loss of one 
man killed and many wounded, and I have the 
honour to enclose a list of these casualties.* - - 

14. It was impossible to bring out of the creek 
those which we had captured, as all the arihed junks 
in Tien-pahk harbour were obsenred to be getting 
under weigh, evidentlj with the view of preyenting 
our return. I therefore found it necessary to fire the 
prises, which blew up and were consumed, and we 
then pulled to the diip under a heavy fire from nine 
of the laigest armed junks, who veiy nearly suc- 
ceeded in cutting us off, owing to our being obliged 
to wait for the cutter, which had boarded a caigo 
junk detained by the pirates, and which answered to 
the description of the one mentioned by the Chinese 
of the junk outside. 

15. I brought away one of the crew of this caigo 
junk and two others, who were found in chains on 
board one of the prises. 

16. I cannot speak too highly of the assistance 
afforded me by Mr. Jauncey, of the ^'Maseppa,'* Dr. 
Hastings, acting surgeon of this ship, and Mr. Spony, 
my derk, who accompanied me in my gig; and I 
fed great pleasure in stating that Mr. Wopd, lieute- 
nant, Mr. Brodie^ acting master, Mr. M'Orath, 
gunner, Mr. Cass, boatswain, Mr. Alexander Edwards, 
acting carpenter, Mr. Walker, acting mate^ Messrs. 
Rrowse, Harrington, THlkinson, midshipmen, and 

« Net fiunidied to the Oonpikr. 
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Mr. Anedl, master's assistant, together with the 

seamen and marines employed upon this occasion, 

behayed with the most conspicuous gallantly^ and 

have my wannest thanks. 

.. 17. It is a source of great satisfaction to me, to 

have been enabled thus to destroy a portion of this 

formidable piratical force, but finding there is no 

probability of the large junks being got within range 

of the ship's guns, I consider it advisable to proceed 

to the Taga Islands in furtherance of my search after 

the "^ Sylph** and '' Cowasjee Family.** 

I have^ &C., 

(Signed) W. A. L. Lookysb. 

To Captain E. N. Tboubridoi, 

H.M.8. ••Amuon," t 

Senior OlBeer in Cbina. 



(K) 
Eong-Kong Begister, 29 Oc& 1849. 
: The following paragraphs appeared in the last issue 
but one of the Friend qfCfhiina, Having struck us as 
something extraordinary, we have been at some pains 
to ascertain the particulars, which we now lay before 
our contemporary, under the conviction that no one 
,will be more ready than himself to rectify an error 
.which, as it stands, reflects unfavourably upon a most 
able and sealous public officer, our Superintendent 
of Police:— , • 

^Afew days ago, five junks, each laden with mer- 
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chandise purchased here, sailed for a Northern port,: 
duly privileged to pursue their voyage. At a short} 
distance from Hong-Kong, the headmost junk, laden^ 
with sugar, sandal-wood, Bicho-de-Mar, bark, and. 
cotton goods, was captured by a fishing-boat, and 
taken to Chungdiow, a place on this island, where it; 
is said a Chinese resides who assumes the authorily' 
to search vessels in this neighbourhood on suspicion; 
of their character. 

*^ If there be any Chinaman with a button on the 
island, delegated with authority to give letters of 
marque^ the sooner he is got rid of the better.-— 
Friend qf China, lOth October.*" 

In correction of the foregoing^ we have first to 
observe^ that there is no such place as Chungchow* 
on the island of Hong-Kong. Secondly, that no 
Chinese authority holding button rank or otherwise, 
or any known emissary of that government, is per* 
mitted to reside on any part of this island. Chung- 
chow is itself an island, about ten miles from Hong- 
Kong, on the right of the outer passage from Victoria' 
to Macao; it is the station of a petty mandarin, and. 
upon it are several batteries commanding the anchor- 
age^ which is well sheltered and extensively resorted 
to by trading and fishing craft. We are informed 
that about three years ago the Colonial police-boat 
entered the anchorage in search of a Chinese vessel 
concerned in the Chimmo bay piracy, and was fired 
• SiiMO oomotML in the MMtf q^ CSUm. 
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upon bj tbe shore batteries and by the junks lying 
there. From eommon report, and the circumstances 
attending several piracies committed near this places 
I there is every reason to consider Chungchow as a 
refuge for pirates. We learn further, that a repre- 
sentation upon this subject was made some months ago 
by Governor Bonham to the Imperial Commissioner, 
pointing out the character of the place, and requesting 
that such necessary information might be afforded as 
would justify this government in destroying it, or at 
all events in driving the piratical portion of its inha- 
bitants and frequenters away. Sen's reply waa 
worthy of a greater diplomatist—" That Chungchow 
was the station of a government officer;" igiiur, " it 
could not be a refuge for pirates.** We believe that 
nothing has since been done in the matter, but think 
it by no means unlikely now that the pkce is thus 
publicly brought to his notice, that upon the return 
of the steamers his excellency the Bear-Admiralt 
with that well-directed vigour which distinguishes 
him, may send the ^ Fury** down juftt to "look in** 
upon the anchorage in question.* 



(F.) 

It will be recollected that about the 28th July last, 
a laige salt-boat was carried out of "^^ctoria Harbour 
by pirates^ the crew bring fastened under hatdies. 
' •VM«L 
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A police-boat and the launch of H.M.S. '' Amazoa** 
went in pursuit the next day, and raooeeded in cap- 
turing the boat from which- the pirates boarded ; 
but the salt-boat escaped the pursuit of the 
.^AmasonVboat during the night On Thursday 
last^ the same salt-junk returned to Yictoria ivith 
most of her crew, who stated that the pirates had 
released them; they^ howeyer, giye a very unsatis- 
£Eustoiy account of where thqr haye been, and what 
they have been doing, during the preceding two 
months, and seem to have more money than the 
pirates (who shave very dose) would be likely to 
leave them. The salt-boat has been searched but 
nothing found likely to be identified as haybg been 
piratically obtained. 



(G.) 

An express arrived about eleven o'clock this fore- 
noon from Cumsingmoon, with intelligence thai 
some ten or twelve arm^ junks had entered the 
anchorage, and that their object was probably an 
attempt upon the opium vessels. The agents for 
the underwriters lost no time in representing the 
matter to the Admiral, and as no vessel of war was 
available at the moment, the Biver Oompan/s 
steamer ^ Hong-Kong^ was chartered for the ser- 
vice; several drafts of men were put on board of 



^gaugk 



APPENDIX. 205 

lier firom the ''Bastings,'' and a pennant and white 
flag hoisted, which however were presently hauled 
down, and the steamer proceeded ont of the harbour 
about 3y p.x.y under the mercantile ensign. It is 
probable some later intelligence had reached the 
Admiral, to the effect that the denred assistance was 
no longer needed. 

(H.) 
China Maa, 4A October, 1849. 

The case of the suspected pirates, who, as we nar- 
rated last week, were captured at Cumsingmoon on 
the 21st ultimo by the U.&& '' Dolphin," and handed 
over to H.M.& <* Columbine^" has been investigated 
before the chief magistrate. The evidence of lieu- 
tenant Page and Mr. Fox, two officers of the 
American navy, and of Captain Jamieson, of the 
recdving ship ''Bombay," is calculated to exdte 
very strong suspicions as to the character of the 
junks, but does not amount to such proof as would 
warrant the magistrate in committing the men for 
trial They have not, however, been set at liberty; 
and as Mr. W. IWker was engaged to defend them, 
it must be presumed he has not established their 
innocence to the satisfiftction of Mr. Hillier. Should 
the case not be brther proceeded with, the publica* 
tion of the evidence, and documents connected there- 
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wiih, might be useful, and at any rate would gratify 
a yeiy natural curiosity on the part of the public. 
• Some days after the capture of those junks, others 
arriyed at Cumnngmoon, apparently of the same . 
description; at all events they were not recognised 
as traders by the majority of the commanden of the 
receiving ships, whose inquiries tended to confirm 
their original suspicions; insomneh that it was con- 
sidered advisable to send information both to Admiral 
OoUier at Hong-Kong, and to Commodore Odsinger 
at Macao. As the ^'Columbine'* and ''Fury" were 
then engaged with the pirates at Ping-hoi, the 
Admiral had no man-of-war at hand; but with a 
promptitude which has marked him since his arrival, 
he immediately chartered the ''Hong-Kong,** river 
steamer, and put a considerable force on board; but 
just as the steamer was on the point of starting, the 
St Qeorge*8 ensign which she had flying was sud- 
denly hauled down, and the men recalled on board 
the "Hastings.** Soon afterwards, however, an 
officer and boat^s crew returned, and proceeded in 
the "Hong-Kong** to Cumsingmoon, with de- 
spatches for the "Mede%'* which also had been 
ordered down from Whampoa. Speculation was and 
still is afloat as to the cause of this suddenchange 
of purpose, which has been generally attributed to 
later intelligence received from Macao; but we sus- 
pect the communication did not travel so far as from 
. MacaOi and that it was of a nature which may have 
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important effects on CumBingmoon as a station for 
Teceiying vessels. As it happened, howeyer, no 
•British force was required, for Macao being so much 
.nearer the anchorage than Hong-Kong, Commodore 
Oeisinger was enabled to despatch the " Flymouth** 
the day before the news was received here. Eight 
of the junks were examined and captured bj Captun 
Gedney, who took them to Macao, where we under- 
stand an investigation was made, which did not 
appear to authorize thdr detention, for it seems they 
bave all been liberated. It was supposed that 
•Shap-ng-tsai himself was on board one of them, but 
the person suspected proved to be only a man very 
much resembling the pirate chief, who is thus de- 
scribed : — ^A tall man, sharp chin, long upper Jipi 
very dark, rather high nose, large eyes, some distinct 
marks of small-pox on both sides of his fiEtce. Age 
between 30 and 40, his name Chin-chay-mee, his 
mother's name Shap-ng, or Fifteen; hence his ordi- 
nary designation Shap-ng-tsai, that is, Fifteenson. 

The investigation of the first of these cases before 
the Chief Magistrate, has been diversified by an un- 
looked-for interlude. Captain Jamieson, who had 
been summoned as a witness, was yesterday forenoon 
placed at the bar at the requisition of the attorney 
^ for the junkmen, who charged him, in the name of a 
boatman at Cumsingmoon, with having shot his son. 
•Three Chinese witnesses swore that a shot from 
.Captain Jamieson*s ship had killed the man in ques- 
p2 
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tion on the 24ih, bnt^ Btrange to aayi it was not till 
the S7th that thqr were aUe to identify the vesseL 
The caM was a trumpery one, got np apparently for 
the purpose of damaging Captain Jamieson's evi- 
dence^ or perhaps getting rid of it altogether; and 
the Cihinese may have been mere instroments in the 
hands of others. The magistrate exercised a wise 
discretion in dismissing the case^ although there was 
some tmth in the taunt of Mr. W. Fkrker, that had 
the same evidence been given by three foreigneni 
against a CSunese, the man would have been com- 
mitted for trial, and not merely bound over to answer 
any diarge that might be brought against him, which 
was all he (Kr. Parker) demanded in the prcocnt 



Subsequently Captain Jamieson gave his evidence 
in the same straightforward manner which has 
eharacteriied his conduct throughout ihe whole 
aiiair. 



China MaH nth OeLl8i9. 

The depodtions made before the Chief Magistrate 
in the case of the junkmen lately brought over fronpi 
Oumsingmoon on a charge of carriaponding toiA 
pinUeif wiU be found in another oolumn. " - 

We leant that as soon as the men received their 
discharge^ th^ were again apprehended under a 
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WBRmnt from the Oovemor, and sent to Cowloong 
--4U1 application to that effect haying been made to 
his excellency by the Cihmese authoritieB. 



THM ouicsnroxoov AvrAiB. — DXPOSxnoHB or the 

VABIOUS WXTHBSSES^ TAXJES BEFOBB KB. HHiXJSB. 

JMdoff, 26th Sq^imnber. 

DeetaraHan made by Aequeu, a Chme$e woman, an 
th$ 2ird day qfSipUnJtm, 1849. 

On the 29th day of the 3rd moon of the present 
yesTi I shipped five chests of Patna opimn and three 
chests of Maiwa opium on board of a Chinese vessel 
bound to the port or town of Hoi-how; and on the 
86th day of the 4th moon I was informed that the 
said vessel had been captnred by a squadron of 
pirates on the coast west of Macao (this information 
from some individuals of the crew who had effected 
their escape from the pirates); and having at a later 
period been informed that possibly I mighty on appli- 
cation to the chief or leader of the pirates, with whom 
the officers of my government were then treating; re- 
cover a part or the whole of my property plundered 
by him, or indemnification therefor, I determined to 
proceed at once to the station at which I was in- 
formed he was to be found, for that purpose; and 
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lukvmg hired two lai^ l)oat8 or jonkBy one at Macao and 
one at Ke-au, I sent the Macao boat first, and soon 
after having heard that said boat was detained by the 
pirates^ I started in the Ke-aa boat^ when, after a 
detention of twenty-eight days by the pirates, and a 
representation to the leader of the thieves of the total 
loss of all my property through hb act, and begging 
for the restoration of my opium, or indemnification 
in some manner or other, I was told by him tiiat he 
would ffre me merchandize equivalent to the loss I 
had sustained, but that he should keep the junk first 
captured for the purpose of sending in her to Canton 
a number of pirates whom he had captured, in con* 
formity to an arrangement that he had made with the 
Canton authoritieB^ whereby he^ a leader of pirates, 
was to be made an officer of government as a reward 
for dearing the coast of such people, which bang 
accomplished^ he was then to disband his own gang 
of robbers. I left TeSn-pack on the 23rd day of the 
7th moon, with my two boats bound for the Cum- 
singmoon, in consequence of hearing of the difficul- 
ties existing at' Macao, where I arrived on the 29th; 
and on the 2nd day of the 8th moon Captain Jamieson 
boarded the boats, and examined them. On the 4th . 
I applied to Captain Lungley, for the ** Echo," for the 
purpose of taking to Macao some forfy-two (42) jars 
of oil, who let me have the boat at once, and I left 
imme d i a t ely; and early the following day I was in- 
fiwmed that the two vessels had been seised by an 
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American TOBsd of war. The cargoes eomdsied of 
the foUowing artides to the beat of mj knowledge, 
▼«.:— 

Three hundred and twenty-one (32 1) bags of sugar, 
one hundred and twenty-nine (129) jars of oil, twenty- 
nine (29) bales of cotton, and a quantity of refuse 
cotton. 

In testimony of the truth of which statement I 
hereunto sign my name at Macao, this seyenth day of 
the eighth moon. (September 23, 1849.) 

+ 
AcqtmtM mark. . 

^'^^^ I James P. Stubois. 



- Thomas Jbffebsok Page sworn. — ^I am a lieute- 
nant of the United States ship-of-war ** Plymouth.** 
On the 20th instant, in Macao Roads, on board the 
^'Plymouth,** I received orders from the United States 
Commodore Geisinger to proceed in the United 
States brig-of-war ^Dolphin,** then in the l^pa^ to . 
Cumsingmoon. He handed me a paper bearing the * 

marks of certain bales of cotton said to be on board ( 

two junks at Cumsingmoon, and told me that if I i 

found any cotton with corresponding marks, I was to , ] 

take possession of the junks on board which the i 

cotton was, and bring them to Macao Beads. I pro- 
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oeeded in the ** Dolphin" to Cumsingmoon, and there 
found two junks hftving on board ootton, which I 
identified by the marks I had. I took these junks 
and brought them to Macao Roads. I identify pri« 
soners No. 19 (Chaong-foon*cho) and No. 16 (Chun- 
he-wah) as two of the men found on board the junks 
with the cotton. I have no doubt that all the pri^^ 
soners were taken on board the junka^ but I cannot 
podtivdy identify more. It was reported to me that 
fourteen were on board one junk and thirteen on the 
other junk. One of the men was discharged at Macao, 
,as he proved to be the brother of the comprador 
attending the ship. I produce a list (Appendix A) 
of the artides found on board the two junks; I called 
the numbers myself of the artides there, and had tbem 
put down at the time. This was made from the 
pencil sketch mftde onboard the ship; itis not ade- 
taOed list^ but is accurate as fiiur as it goes. I under- 
stood that Captain Troubridge of H. M. S. ''Amazon** 
had reported to Commodore Qeisinger that an Eng- 
lidi yessel had been robbed on the coast of China, of 
cotton bearing certain marks, and that this cotton 
was supposed to be on board the junks. The junks 
had two guns apiece, about six*pounder carronades, 
as fiur as I saw; there might hayebeen more. I saw 
three daggers, I think. The junks were handed oyer 
to Captain Hay on Monday last^ exactly in the same 
state and with the same property on board as when I 
took them; and all the men were handed oyer to 
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him, ezoeptmg the man released as I have stated.— 
By Mr. Packer far the pri$oner$. — Hj orders from 
Commodore Qeisinger were written to the effect I 
have already stated. I got no orders as to the quan- 
tity of bales; my orders were to take the junks 
having cotton marked with the marks I had in my 
pocket Had there been 600 junks with such cotton, 
I would have taken them, provided they did not take 
me. I think I did not see more than four or five 
bales on board one of the junks. Cotton was in both. 
It is my belief that the bales were piratically taken, 
because the marks on them corresponded with those 
sent by Captain Troubridge, and because a person at 
Cumsingmoon (Mr. Lumley [LungleyJ now in court) 
told^me that he knew that this property found oa 
board the junks belonged to a Chinese woman named 
Ah-kee-oo, who had received it from the pirates in 
exchange for some opium plundered from her, and 
which she had taken to the West Coast for sale^ and 
that he had lent her (I think) avessel to convey away 
some of this property to Macao. There were four 
other junks there that appeared to belong to the same 
piratical gang, but finding no cotton on board, I did 
not interfere further with them. I produce two bags 
(produced,) they contain the papers found by me on 
board the junks, and they are marked as having been 
found on board the first and second junk, as they 
were found. A Captain Jamieson, at Cumsingmoon, 
gave me a written statement regarding the junks. I 
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have not ihii with menow. I beliere this (B) to be 

a copy of it; bot cannot say podtiydy tliat it is; some 

of the marks of the cotton mentioned there are the 

same as those given to me by the Commodore. The 

property Mr. Lamley had lent her the yessel for 

the purpose of carrying away, was, he said, oil.- -He 

^d not mention any bales of cotton that I know of. 

I now produce the memorandum of marks (C) ffrea 

to me by the Commodore on the 20th instant at 

Macao. 

Th. J. Paob, 

Lieuienanl, U.S.2^. 

OusTATUS Vasa Fox, sworn.— I am acting lieu- 
tenant of the United States ship-of-war " PlymoutL** 
On the 20th instant I went in the "^ Dolphin," United 
States brig-of-war,as one of the party under command 
of Lieutenant Page. On the following day at Cum- 
singmoon I was directed by Lieutenant Page to go 
on board a junk lying there, and look for cotton and 
sugar. I went on board one junk and found her 
empty. I went on board another near her, and 
found some bales of cotton. Lieutenant Page came 
on board and compared the marks on the bales with 
those on a piece of paper he had, and he found them 
to agree. He then ordered me on board another junk 
wluch he had visited, and which also contained cotton, 
and directed me to proceed with her to Macao, which 
I did. The ^ Ddphin" took us in tow at the mouth 
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of Cumsingmoon and oonyeyed us to Macao. We 

called the junks No. 1 and No. 2 junk; No 1 is the 

junk I examined^ No. 2 is the one I took to Macao. 

I identify prisoner No. 16 (Chun-he-wah,) No. 141 

(How^laon,) No. 15 (Chun-ahpo,) No. 6 (Fahn- 

ahtuk); Nos. 14, 15, and 16, were on board the junk 

No. 2 when I took charge of her; No. 6 was on board 

one of the two junks. On board junk No. 1, 1 found i 

in the hold cotton, sugar, pepper, oil, rice; on board ] 

No. 2 I found cotton on deck, and a coil of Europe 

rope. No. 2 junk had a gun on either side loaded 

and primed, and one forward; she had boarding pikes 

and' crescent-shaped pikes, I should think about a 

dozen. The junk No. 1 had, I think, two guns of 

a side. By Mr. Pwtherfor the prisoners. — ^We were 

Ijing in Cumsingmoon for some time in my yessel; I 

never saw Chinese vessels there unarmed. I do not 

know to whom the cotton belonged. The men on 

board the junks attempted to get away when I went 

on board. I do not know what is a pirate junk and 

what is not; it seems very difficult to telL The men 

made no resistance. By the GouH. — On board No. 2 \ 

junk there were thirteen men. They were under my • 

charge till the evening. I saw that the marks on the ( 

bales of cotton in No. 1 junk agreed with those lien* i 

tenant Page had. Only two or three of the men 

attempted to escape. O. V. Fox, 

Acting Liwlenaa/U, U.S. N. 
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I now Identify priBoner No. 9 (Ohaong-hop-eei) aa 
haying been on board junk Na 2 when I went on 
board; he seemed to be the captainof the junk. 
The marks on the bales that Z saw were blabk; thegr 
appeared tnA, andnot to have been chaped or under 
wateratalL 

av.Pox, 

Acting IfimUenaiiU U.S. It,' 



Samuel Clivtok, sworn.— I am Deputy Inspector 

of Police. There is at present no farther evidence 

in thiscase. I b^ for a remand till to-morrow, when 

farther evidence will be forthcoming. An inventoiy 

of the property on board the junks is now being 

made. 

SaxuxXi Cuftok. 



The priioneri, hy Mr. Farher, say— Our vessels 
were not piratical vessels^ but trading junks. We; 
are honest men. Captain Jamieson with his derk 
and comprador came on board and marked thebalei^ 
which were before unmarked, 

JPritanen air$ remanuhd HU UHnarrawybr ^fiiriher 

0. B. HlLLIEBy 

Chi^Magit^raie and a Oimimistianer 
qfthe Admiratay Cawrk 
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Sakirday, 20th Sq)Umb$r, 1849. 

Samuel Guftok, on oath saysi — ^I am Deputy 
Inspector of Police. I baye made a striot eearoh in 
the two junks to wbidi the prisoners belongs one of 
which was ddirered to the police from H. 0. steamer 
^ Fhlegethon,** the other from H. M. S. '' Columbine." 
They are called junks, No. 1 and No. 2. I produce 
a true inventoiy of all the articles found on board 
ihem yesterday (Z>). By the AUamey Ommdjbr 
ths Grown. — ^There may be a probability of getting 
more evidence if the prisoners be remanded. Sy Mr. 
Parker far the frieonere. — Some Chinese boats are 
. more or less armed; some haye no arms. 

SamueXi Cuftov. 

Qboboe LxTNaLBT, sworn.— I am a master mariner; 
I command and partly own the ship ** Lady Hayea" 
at CumsiDgmoon. On Saturday (the 18th or 2l8t 
instant^ I thinki) the junks of the prisoners, the same 
now in custody of the policCi came into Cumsingmoon 
harbour. I was then there. On the followmg Mon- 
day, Captain Jamieson of the '* Bombay,** lying there, 
went to inspect the junks. A woman named Akeu 
was onboard one of the junks. Iknowthat thej 
both belong to her and her partners, for she bought 
one of them at Cumsingmoon about a month before 
they came in. She is a regular trader with her 
partners to the West Coast Akeu got alarmed at 
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what Captain JamiesoiiBaid, and came to me. I wrote 
a note to Captain Jamieson explaining that the junks 
belonged to her, and I also went myself and explained 
to him, that to my certain knowledge the junks be^ 
longed to that woman and her partners. The smaller 
junk of the two was in want of guns to go ta West 
Coasts and I sold her a pair of six-pounder guns for 
130 dollars, but was not paid; I took Akeu's security. 
Captain Endicott was Akeu*s best friend. I under'* 
stand tiiat the reason why Captain Jamieson .inter- 
fered was, that he was annoyed at Captain Endicott, 
who he supposed was the cause of the " Mayflower*' 
being s^zed by the British Consul I know that 
Akeu, who is under Captain Endicott*s protection, 
trades against his express wish. He aUows her so 
much a month. The junks could not go to Macao 
in its then disturbed state, and I sent Akeu the 
''Echo** schooner to take oil down to Macao. I saw 
some bales of cotton on board the junks. I had not 
heard that any cotton had been plundered from a 
British ship. These junks are in the habit of taking 
cotton up and down the coast It did not excite any 
suspicions my seeing the cotton. Akeu told me that 
she had sent opium down the coast, which had been 
taken by pirates; tiiat the diief of the pirates^ 
Shap-ng-tsai, became alarmed at her statement, and 
said that as he could not pre bade her opium, he 
would pay her in the best way he could : andtiiat he 
gare her the caigo then in the two junks. : Akeu is 
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at Macao now; I am sure she would not come here 
unless a guarantee of a safe return were giyen to her. 
I identify prisoner No. 17 (Ow-ahlook); I have known 
him a k)ng time, know him to be a good man ; also 
No. 7 (Le-kwei-choy); he is a man employed in 
junks, whom I haye known for some time: also 
No. 9 (Chaong-hop-ee); he is an honest trader. I 
think I know all the prisoners as junk sailors. By 
Mr. Packer. — ^The cargo of the junks was a merchant- 
able cargo. The junks were inadequately armed to 
protect themselyes from piracy. I will take my oath 
that the junks are not pirates. I have known No. 
17 (Ow-ahlook) for two years. 

Oeobob LuiroLBT. 

. Toko Aohix, sworn. — ^I am interpreter to the 
Chief Magistrate's Court I have examined some 
papers given to me by Deputy Inspector Clifton as 
haying been found in the No. 2 junk. Among them 
I find this paper {E)^ it is a note of a house outside 
the east gate of the Fh>vincial city, and the name 
Hoong-yu-ting in it I consider to be suspicious, as 
one applied to some house belonging to the Triad 
Society. I also produce this paper {F)\ it is suspi- 
cious, because it mentions that. the writer went in 
Eo-lum*8 boat to Sheong-yu, where he metLaong- 
shup-oong^B fleets (Laong-shup-oong is I9iap-ng-tsai), 
tiiat he . went on board with Ko-kwei| and is now 
there. This paper I found in the bag produced yea- 
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terday in oaart hj lioatenant Page, and purporting 
to contain the papers found on board junk No. 2. I 
found nodiing furtber that I deem^ suspicious. ' ■ " 

T. K AoHix. 

' PriionerB ofre renumded for fiirAiO^ 
Weinetday neack 

0. E HlLUEB. ' 



Wednesday, Srd October, 1849. 

CsABLES jAiOESOir, swom. — ^I am Commander of 
the British ship ** Bombay^" now lying at Cumsing- 
moon. On the morning of the 18ih September kst| 
I was in Cumsingmoon on board my ship. I ob* 
served six junks, fire lying within me^ one without| 
in the harbour; they had come in the previous day. 
They were lying doing nothing. The case being so 
unusnaly I suspected them, as Tcsseb take their opium 
and go away directly and anchor outside. At l.SO, 
p jCy that day, I went on board the £uihest one. The 
crew told me they were waitmg for Akeu. The 
captain, who came in a hurried manner shortly afteiw 
ward% said became to get opium. . Hb answers were 
nnsatisfactoiy; my shroff said he thought, they were 
iioei'Mf [rogues]. IwenttoAken*s junk, then lying 
there; I saw Akeu on board; Akeu was the mistress 
of Captain Endioott^ and Z hare seen her jnnce I have 
been inching nearly seven years. I asked her what 
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business she had there. She said she did not care 
for me. We could not get a reply from any of them 
where the captain was. My shroff and clerk were 
with me; I told them to take off the hatches. In one 
hatch I saw sugar, in one cotton (bales of cotton), 
and sugar. They did not take off the hatches till I 
had told my clerk to fetch the long boat and twenty 
men. I removed the covering from a pile on deck; 
I found it was bales of cotton, fifteen or twenty; I 
took the marks of some of them. I went on board 
a junk close to her, of the same description; she had 
roots on deck. The crew said they belonged to Akeu; 
I returned on board ; these last two junks were those 
taken by the "Dolphin," on the 2l6t September. 
I then received a note from Captain Lungley (6); 
I produce it; I acknowledged the note. Captiun 
Lungley himself came; he requested me not to in- 
terfere with Akeu; I told him that the matter was 
one of such a suspicious nature that it was better to 
have further inquiiy. After dining, I went on board 
the ships of Captains Roper and Willson, and con- 
sulted them. They agreed with me as to the suspi- 
cious nature of the affair. I then proposed to go on 
board Captain Lungley*s ship. Captain Endicott, the 



only other captain in Cumsingmoon, was absent at { 

Canton. We saw Captain Lungley. He did not t 

agree with us. Captains Boper, Willson, and myself, j 

thought it better to send to Mr. Caldwell, the Assist- ! 
' ant^uperintendent of Police here; I wrote a letter. 
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and sent it. I kept sea watcb, and hod the men at 
their quarters ereiy four hours. This is quite unusual, 
but I was suspicious of the junks. In the morning 
the junk I had first boarded left; this was on the 
19th; at turn of tide the other five left. In passing, 
I saw they were yeiy heavily armed. At the 'same 
time I saw a signal, a Chinaman's jacket on a long 
bamboo boarding-pike, plaoed on shore at the east 
point A Urge boat with a white flag at the fore 
shoved out from under that point. When she got 
out» the boarding pike was taken down. On the 
20th, in the afternoon, I saw the " Echo** schooner 
alongside the last junk I had boarded. The ''Echo'* 
formerly belonged to Captain Endicott; now I be- 
lieve she belongs to him and to Captain Lunglej; 
Captains Endicott and Lungley told me so. I saw 
that something was being dischaiged fro!n the junk 
into the ''Echo,** I oould not see what; I went and 
saw that it was oil; I also saw four bales of cotton 
on the junk's deck; I made no inquiry. The ** Echo" 
went towards Macao the same afternoon. Next 
morning (the 21st), the ** Dolphin" came in and took 
possession of the two junks (the junks on board which 
I found Akeu and (he roots), and carried them away. 
Captain Lungley came to me two or three times after 
the junks were taken. He said they had on board 
cargo which had been given in exdiange for opium 
plundered from Akeu, and whidi the pirates had been 
. induced to give in consequence of her representations 
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ihat the opium belonged to Far^kweii [foreignen], 
and that the ateamen would be down upon them. 
About a month or five weeka before thia occurred 
(before the piratea were taken by the ''Dolphin'^y I 
aaw two aimilar junka (I beUeve them to be the 
aame) laahed alongaide of one another in Cumnng- 
moon anchorage; Akeu I alao aaw on board; Captain 
Lungley'a boat waa alongside the junka. I can awear 
that Akeu has been trading largely in opium at 
Macao. Captain Lungley told me the junka were 
hers. By Mr. Parker. — ^I boarded the junka in aelf- 
preservation; I am not aware that I waa wrong in 
going on board. I never aaw cotton in Cumaing- 
moon before. I have no reason to believe that what 
Captain Lungley told me aa to how the gooda were 
obtained is untrue; I believe they were obtained in 
(that way; I cannot charge the priaonera with having 
taken the gooda firom an English ship. I and Cap- 
tain Endicott are on good terma; wehad not any huC 
When junka want their men, they put up a pole with 
a jacket on it« I did not see any extraordinaxy num- 
ber of guna on .board the junka; I took more notice 
.of the cottoni than the guna. There were eight junka 
in the harbour then. The two junka were too much 
lumbered up to take other junka. I ahould not say 
. they were fitted for piracy. 

OsiAUB . jAMuaoy. 
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Bebkabdo EstsvaS Cabnbibo, sworn. — I am a 
merchant, and reside at Macao. I was for two years 
Fh)curador of the Senate of Macao. I know a per<^ 
son named Aken who liyed ^th Captain Endicott; 
I never heard anything against her. She lived in 
the same house with Captain Endicott^ and she' has 
children said to be Captain Endicott*s. She is still 
a tenant of mine. She pays 150 dollars a year for 
a house of mine at Macao. I do not know that she 
carries on the busmess of a merchant 

Bebkabdo EstevaS Cabnbibo. 

HoA-TTTKG-SHi^ swom. — I am mistress of the 
Toong war shop at Chaong-chow. How-ahlaong is 
one of my shopmen and a clansman of mine. (I 
have a husband named Hoi-ying-chook. He is at 
Chaong-chow, keeper of the shop— a chandler's shop.) 
I sent him and others in a small boat to collect debts. 
I sent him on 17th September; I was told that he 
went on board the junk to get water and was seised. 
I also know Chaong-foon-cho; he is employed in a 
shop. at Chaong-chowy and went with How-4diIaong. 
I also know Tso-choh-ping. He is a shopman at 
Chaong-chow; he went in the boat too. 

HoT4ung'9hi8 mark' ' 

Tso-AHAOV, sworn.*— I am master of a small boat 
belonging to Chaong-chow. On 22nd September last, 
I was in my boat at Cnmsingmoon. The prisoners 
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How4dilaong, ChAong-foon-cho, and Tso-choh-ping, 
were on board my boat there. We had no water, 
and we went on board the boat of some of the other 
prisonera to get some. I was acquainted with 
Chaong-hop-ee, the master of the junk. On the 18th 
September, the three men hired my boat at Chaong- 
chow to go to Macao and that neighbourhood to 
collect debts. I haye only one boatman as the crew. 
The man-of-war came while I was alongside the 
junk; I was driren away, and my passengers were 
left on board. {Signature.) 

Chaono-ahsut, sworn.-^! am master of the 
Ewong-loong chandler's shop in Chaong-chow. I 
know Chaong-foon-cho.* He is my brother, employed 
in my shop. Three shops employed a small Tso 
boat to go to Cumsingmoon to collect debts, and 
Chaong-foon-cho was sent by me. I know How- 
ahlaong and Tso-chih-ping. They are both shopmen 
at Chaong-chow, and were sent with my shopmen in 
the boat (Signakire,) 

Tso-AH-YAK, sworn. — I am the son of the master 
of the Eum-chaong carpenter's shop at Macao. Tso- 
choh-ping is my father. He went with others on 
the 17th September, to collect debts. Two others, 
one from the Toong-war the other from the Kwong- 
loong shop, went with him in a small Tso boat 

{Signaktte,) 
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Ff%$oner$ ar§ remanded till Tweday neod far 

a B. HlLUSB, 

Chirf MagielinUei and a Oe/miuAmomf&r 
(^A^AdmAriOLyOawrU \ 



Tueeday, dth Ooiober, 1849. 

Ifo/uirthef evidence iilnvughi/imoard Prieanere 
etre discnaryed 

0. & HnuXBy 
Chi^ Ifagieirate, and a Cammieeioner 
<lftkeAdmiraUyOaiai. 
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ArUehe on hoard Junh No. 1. 

7 bales of eotton in the cabin. 
9 lets of money scales. 

1 small black trunk witb gilded flowers, containing 
some money and 8 silrer watches. 

2 after tanks, containing sugar in mat bags. 

2 next M H 1 of sugar and 1 of rice. 

2 „ ,« M sngar and pepper. 

On deck, neajr the cabin, 8 mat bales of cottoOf 

Ifiddk tank with ootton in, marked ^j[,^ 

Three boxes of cartridges. 
i eoil of OaijOa hawser, old. 
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' About 26 bales of cotton amidshipB on deck. 
Three forward tanks contain sugar. 

Crew — 18 men and 1 boj. 



^ ' AtiieUi found in Junk No. 2. 

Si bags of fish maws in the cabin. 
7 jars of jellj in ditto. 

1 bag of rice, marked a D in ditto. 

2 bundles Bombay sealing-waz in ditto. 

1 large spyglass made by Cox, London, in ditto. 

1 box of money scales in ditto. 

2 small bales of cotton cloth in ditto. 

1 small spyglass, and 3 pieces of Sycee silyer in ditto. 

1 bag of gum in tank. 

1 ooiltarredhemp-rope,aboat2iin.,No.98,H.S.ACo. 
JB CM HD 

4 bales of cotton—— — — 
BSP DF NDP 

The hold entirely full of oil and yam. Also in cabin 
a bag (small mat) of chop dollars, a qoantily of Chinese 
papers, and an English single-barreled fowling-piecej 
a quantity of cartridges, 2 powder horns containing 
powder. Crew — 14 men. Four cutlasses, and 2 dirka 
concealed in a chest. 

Statement eoncemmg Eight euepieiaue Junki at Cum* 
eingmoon Anchorage, September ISth and t^ter, 

Tueeday, September ISth, 1840.— Haying strong sua* 
pidons of the character of six armed junks anchored 
near me, I came to the determination of boarding them* 
and satisfying myself relatire to their business hero 
and so near me. At one hour thirty minutes p. k., I 
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ordered my Bhroff andderlr (who understood CIuDese) 
to aeoompanj me in one of my ship's boats. I first 
boarded the junk fiirthest off, intending to call on the 
others as I returned. I found by inquiry from the orew 
(the captam being absent) she belonged to the port of 
Cheen-cheoy, her name the ** Chaumee/' and Captain 
Quailing : she appeared to be about 45 tons, had -fire 
heavy guns, and fourteen men on her decks. 

I made inquiries as to the business they were on i 
they informed me they were waiting until such time as 
a junk was going away, moored at the upper part of the 
fleet. I then inquired if the five junks near us were of 
their company; they replied in the affirmative. These 
questions occupied about the space of fiye minutes, when 
her commander himself came on board in a hurried 
manner. I immediately asked him on what business 
the junks were anchored ; he replied, to get opium ; when 
the cargo was sold, then they would obtain their opium, 
and leave. I had, prerious to his coming on board, 
opened the hatches, and could see no cargo. I found his 
statements rery contradictory in many questions put 
to him through my shroff, who gave as his opinion they 
were QttWMf. I then thought (to save time) it would 
be better to board the junk the crew had pointed out 
to me they were waitbg for. In pulling towards her, I 
passed dose to the whole of the five junks, comprising, 
with the one I had boarded, the fleet of six. I took 
notice in passing I had boarded one of the smallest 
junks in the lot Some of the junks were extremely 
heavfly armed, and one had a pair of brass guns in ' 
addition to her others, seemingly 9-pounders. About 
2 o'doek I bosrded the junk, pointed out to me as the 
one the lower fleet were waiting for, and saw a Macao 
i (not a prisoner), and asked her what business 
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she liad there, and where was the Captain. Her reply 
was, " Captain Jim-me-son, my no care for you." 

I then, through my shroff and clerk, endeavonred to 
find out who was the captain, what was her cargo, &o., 
but could get no reply whaterer. I then ordered my 
derk to get a boat and send for my long-boat with 20 
men to inspect her. Immediately I mentioned this, 
the Macao woman jumped into a boat and pulled away; 
two Chinamen also came forward and opened two of 
the hatches; in one was sugar, and the other sugar 
and a bale of cotton. In the meantime I had allowed 
my two men who came with mo in the boat to take off 
sundzy mat corerings from a large pile on deck. Oa 
doing so, some 20 or 25 bales of cotton were disdosed. 
I took the marks of several bales ; they were as fol* 
lows:— £8 TGS JB CM 

W G DP DP 

The first three mentioned marks were in black letters 
and the latter one in red. I then came away from her 
and boarded a junk close to her. She had nothing ap- 
parently about her decks to excite suspicion. I could 
not get replies from her crew as to the junks and cap« 
tains' names, &o„ further than that she belonged to the 
Macao woman. I then returned to my ship, dined, and 
after which saw Captains Willson and Boper of the 
" Sea Horse" and " Black Dog ;" they perfectly coin* 
dded in my opinion as to the auspicious nature of the 
affair. We conferred a short time together, and ulti- 
mately csme to the conclusion of sending an express 
boat to Hong-Eong to request the attendance of Mr. 
Caldwell to investigate the taiatter. I despatched the 
letter at 6 p.x. : kept sea watch, and men under arms 
all night* 
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19tk, ai 6 ▲.X.— The jank I liad first boarded yeater-,. 
day weighed and proceeded northward; at noon» in 
torn of tide, the remaining fire junka got under weigh, 
and proceeded to sea to the eastward, a preconcerted 
signal being giren them from a staff then erected on 
shore at the extreme risible point eastward, i. e. to sea> 
ward. The jonk baring the cotton and her consort re- 
mained an day still here. 

20a.— Cotton jnnk still here at 6 a.u. At 2 p.x. 
polled past the consort of the cotton junk, and obserred 
she was delireriog to a schooner alongside with awnings 
op. On my arriral on board, I took my spyglass to 
andearonr to disoorer what was going on. It appeared 
to me they were trans-shipping cotton. To satisfy my- 

I self, I took my shroff and clerk with me to interpret 

again— this was aboat 3.16 f.x.— and found they were 
then delirering jan of oil ; there were also four bales 

! CMHDJB 

I ofoottonon deck marked i — — ron^balel 

i; , DP DFNSF 

; oonld not make the mark out 

j The schooner on completing her lading proceeded 

^ towards Macao, about 4.90 f.x. 

This junk is the one I mentioned on the 19th aa 

I liaring nothing about her deck to excite suspicion. 

i . Slsl— The two junka containing cotton still here, 

j Ohas. Jamissok, 

Master iftke 8kij9 ** Bimbayr 

'I Cnmsingmoon, 21st September, 1849. 



(C.) 

EF TOS JB OM 

Bales of cotton, marked — — — — and ^^x- 

W G DF DF 
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obserred to be in possession of a Ohinese jnnk at Cum- 
singmoon* offering for sale. 

information of Charles Jamieson, Master, ** Bombay 
Castle." 



InvetUoiy cf Cmyo and Property an hoard tw& Ckinese 
JBoati, ike ermoi qf toJUek are charged vntk eoitfe* 
deroHng vfitk Pirates, — delivered into Ckuiod^ qf 
FoUee hy Qffleere qfS. I£. 8. '' ColumUne:' 



. 


JSro.\Boai. 


KS 




KwoiMiin, 3 bales of oottot. 


W 




JB 


1 »» M 


CM 






13 „ 


DF 




TGS 






8 » 


T 




JB 






6 .. 


DF 




N8F 


1 »* M 



16 bags and baskets of cotton. 
816 bags of sugar, 4 of wbicb marked as foUowe i«- 
Tuehleee, 8un4ng-honff, Sop-jfek^ THng^yum^ 
hong, Wo-hop. 
6 bags of pepper. 
14 M rioe. 
A great quantity of oil oakes. 
A qnantily of boarding nets. 
2 boxes of powder. 
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A number of shot. >i 1 

12 boxes of dotiiing and bedding. ' ^'' 

2 lets of weights and Males. A 

Gaipenteis' tools, &0. 

6 spears. - 

4.s]iields. \^^ 

1 short 9-pouider iron gon, English carriage. *^ 

1 4-poiinder ,, ,, 

8 d-pounders «», » » 

1 2-poiinder ,» ,» 

1 small box containing 3 watdieSf Tijs. :— 

1 metal watch, capped, Tka$. JBeatmnh Londoih 
No. 6640. 

1 silfer watch, BtnfH, Ltmdtm, 710. 

1 „ „ €hUnaMdBrmi0t,12l^. 
8 silrer bangles. 
Some papers, and a quantity of doihing. 



No. 2 Boai. 
SB 

1 bale of cotton. 

WF 

cm 

» 1 bale do. 



CMl 
DFj 



CMl 

Ibaledo. 



CMl 
DFj 



JB 

-^-^ 1 bale do. 
— SF 
Mjarsofyitriol. 

abagsoffish. 

8 bags of peas. 

1 bag of rice. 

1 eofl of Europe rope, TSo. M, H. S. A Co. 
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8 boxat of dodung and beddiiig. 
Alng* ^ptntity of TegetaUes for dyeing. 
A ^pantity of bonding nottmg. 
A box of powdor and iron fhot 
S thori 6-poimden. 
8 diori S-poondan. 
IginjaL 
n fpona. 
Sihifllds. 

A qoaatitf of mardiees. 

A boQE eontuung 60 taels 6 xnaoe weight of silrer 
(bag inefaided.) 

Spotiofopinm. 
17 etiflluof sealing-wazl 

4 iwordB (Chinese.) 

Sdaggen. 

8 choppers. 

1 pieoe ulrer dross. 

Scales. ~ 

Books and papers. 

Ijaeket 

Saxl. Cl»tov. 



HoongHn-tnng, of Toong-sheen school*honse, is situ- 
ated in the Middle Diyision of the Lei-shooa street, 
outside the East gate of the Prorincisl oily, with its 
>y i^g|r to the north and firont to the sonth. 
Tme translation. 

T. £• AcHix. 



BnoTKn, — ^This is present for yonr information. I 
went in Brother Eo-lnm's ressel to Shaon-yu (and 
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there) I met Laon^-8http*oong't fleet I and Brotdker 
£o-kwei went on boaid together, where we are now. 
We hare all along been very eomfortable. I therefore 
write thia Qetter) seoretlj for yoor information, thai 
yon may not be troubled. Please to tell £o-kWdi*s 
mother of thia (and tell her) not to be troubled* Ao. i&o. 

Tme translation. 

T. £. Acmx.;, 



«?.) 



DsAS Jaiqisok,— Don't trouble yourself about the 
two junks, as they belong to Aim, cargo, &o. 

Yours, G. Luvglxt. 
Giq^ Jamieson. 

(I.) 
Friend qf C^Una. 

<<THB OUXSnrOKbOK AFFAIR.** 

The publication in a contemporary of the deposi- 
tions taken before Mr. Hillier remoyes some delicacy 
felt in alluding to this matter ; and although we Trill 
run oyer ''the Cumsingmoon affair^ yery briefly, ire 
could not well be intelligible without giring the.namea 
of those concerned. 

Seyeral years ago Captain J. E Endicott, now of 
the American opium receiyingship '' BupareU,'* pro- 
cured (as was then common enough with foreigners) 
a Chinese girl named Akeu ; she has liyed with )iim 
smce and is .now the mother of seyeral childr^ 
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Akea ii a ■hrewd intelligent woman, not troubled 
with those feelings of degradation which Europeans 
attach to females in her condition. For some time 
past she has been trading to the west coast; but for 
how long, or to what extent, is to us unknown. 
We are informed that after the wreck of the ''Isabella 
Bobertson** in the ^hoon of Septembe;r, 1848, Gap- 
tains Endioott and Lungley purchased part of the 
damaged opium; eight chests of this opium they 
sold to Akeu on credit^ Captain Lunglej being paid 
hisahare in fiill by the other joint purchaser. Whe^ 
ther it was the same lot^ or opium purchased by tbe 
proceeds thereof is not quite dear, but it is alleged 
by Akeu— 4n her statement made at Macao before 
Mr. James P. Sturges and Captain LTmgley— thatin 
April last she shipped eight chests of opium for a port 
on the west coast; this opium was taken by pirates. 
The woman resolred to visit the pirates' haunt, 
.thinking that she could bully them out of the captured 
property by threatening them with the rengeance of 
her foreign friends. She was so hr successful that 
on her fint 'risit (or at least said to be her first visit) 
ahe obtained £rom Shap-ng^tsai a quantity of betd- 
jmt which she carried to Cunudngmoon and sold to 
^advantage. It is affirmed, that the betel-nut did not 
cover the loss of the opium, and in opposition to 
'.Captain Endicott*s wish, and during his absence at 
^Canton, Akeu again started for Tien-pahk with 
two boats^-one belonging to herself the other char- 
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tered for the yoyage. She was at Tien-pabk when 
H. M. steamer ** Me^** >** visited the place last month; 
she was the first to inform Captain Lockjer of the 
character of the junk fleet there at anchor, though we 
fear from no friendly motiye. 

On the 17th of that month — ten days after she 
had been seen at Tien-pahk — ^Akeu arrived at Cum* 
sbgmoon with her two vessels loaded with cotton, 
cotton doth, sugar, pepper, rice, oil cakes, oil, fish, 
dye stuffs, ^, dec ; six other heavily armed junks 
were in company. From their appearance Captain 
Jamieson of the British opium receiving ship '* Bom- 
bay^ suspected that the strangers were neither honest 
traders, nor opium smugglers. He was induced 
to visit the junks in company with his shroff and 
derk, being apprehensive that they were there, with 
evil intentions. He found Akeu on board one of 
them, and oh taking off the hatches it was discovered 
that the vessel was freighted with cotton and sugar. 
After consulting with Captains Roper and Willson 
(commanders of receiving ships) a boat was de- 
spatched to Hong-Kong with a letter to Mr. Caldwell, 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, informing him of 
the suspidous appearance of the strangers, and the 
fact that the woman Akeu had arrived there with a 
rather curious investment. On the 19th the six 
strangers left ; on the 20th the American sdiooner 
** Edio,*'(the joint property of Captains Endicott and 
Longley) went alongside one of Akeu*s vessels and 
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receiyed on board part of tho cargo of cotton and oil 
with which she sailed for Macao. On the Slat the 
United States schooner '^Ddphin" arriyed at Cam- 
singmoon and seised Akeu's two yessels ; thqr* with 
the Chinese crews, were carried to Macao, where ''one 
of the men was dischaiged as he proyed to be tho 
brother of the comprador attending the ship." Tho 
two captured junks, crews and cargoes, were theii 
handed oyer to the authoritiesof Hong-Kong by order 
of Commodore Geisinger, it being alleged that the 
property belonged to British subjects; they were 
brought here by the captors in company of H. M* 
sloop '' Columbine** and the steamer '' Fhl^thon.* 
Lieutenant Page and acting Lieutenant Fox of the 
American nayy, appeared before the Police Magis- 
trate on the 28th ultimo, and stated the curcum- 
stances connected with the seizure. 

That the American Commodore should hand oyer 
his prizes to the British, or that the American Minis'* 
ter to China (who resides at Macao) should sanction 
such an act, requires an explanation which we can- 
not giye. ** The affiur** was altogether American, and 
it was for the American Commissioner to a^judi^^ate 
himself, or hand oyer the two prLees to the Chinese 
(}oyernment. Akeu is connected with an American 
shipmaster, the owners of his yessel are Americans^ 
and his schooner, which carried part of a caigo sup- 
posed to haye been purchased frem pirates, (which 
the American nayal ofScers belieye to haye been 

B 
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piraiicallj taken in the first place) was under the 
American flag. The Police Magistrate of Hong-Kong 
could not go into the case fully ; he could not sum- 
mons Captain Endioott before him ; he could not 
trace the ^ EchoV cargo to its final destination } 
neither could he issue a warrant to search the '' Bu<^ 
parell." For Captain Endicott's complete ezone* 
ration all this was required; and though Mr. 
Hillier dismissed the case, a disagreeable impression 
remains, which might hare been remoYcd had the 
American Commodore and Commissioner done their 
duty. It is not usual for an American Commodore 
to hand oyer his prizes to the officers of a foreign 
power ; part of the cargo was East India cotton, it 
is true, but this proyes nothing. American houses 
sell such produce as well as British ; but whether 
imported by British or American merchants, it was 
no doubt taken firom some unfortunate Chinese junk. 
It has been adyertised in a local paper ; aproper form 
has thus been complied with, but that the owner 
ahould be found was so improbable that the expense 
might haye been sayed. 

We would not be understood as castmg such reflec- 
tions as affect their integrity upon any one; the case^ 
is a most serious one, and had the American officials 
acted in a more independent and straightforward 
manner, and not shirked their duty on any consider- 
ation, nor shuffled it on the shoulders of oUiers, 
either to saye thmr friends, or to saye trouble, 



dbyGoogk 



APPENDIX. 239 

it would have been more BatisflEUstory to Captain 
£ndioott*s friends, and the officials would haya 
only fulfilled the engagements of their country with 
China. There are peculiar difficulties, it is true, as 
regards American citizens engaged in the opium 
trade ; in the present instance, as the American Con- 
sul at Canton is senior partner in the firm which owna 
Captain Endicott's ship, these difficulties are en« 
hanced ; but the Chinese know all the circumstances 
connected with the Cumsingmoon opium fleet just as 
well as we know them, and if they overlook the noto- 
. rious bud that the gentleman who once had the 
honour of representing the United States, and still 
holds a consular appointment from that goyem- 
ment, iff deeply engaged in a trade which he is bound 
to suppress, they haye their reasons for silence. 
Under any circumstance, the responsibility of settling 
''the Cumsingmoon affiur" did not fidl upon John 
Bull legitimately, — and in future we b^ that Uncle 
Sam look afler his own erring babes. - 



It* will be remembered that not many days since 
H.K the (}oyemor, with latidable promptitude^ inter- 
fered with the Chinese authorities for the puix>ose of 
obtaining justice in behalf of twenty-eight captiyes, 
the passengers and crew of a trading junk, who, on a 

• AppeDdU I. 
b2 



vGi!JCjj i b i 



r 



^: 



240 APPENDIX. 

Toyage firom this hari)our to the east coasts were 
seized by some fishermen from Chung-chowi and 
taken to the Mandarin at the Bogue, on a fidse 
aocusation of piracj. The junk with her cargo was 
said to hare been lost after haying been taken by the 
fishermen. ; 

We are happy to learn that the timely interposition 
of his ezoellen<7 had the desired effect^ all the pri*^ 
soners having been liberated, and their captors are 
now in custody, the chief suffering occasional punish- 
ment to compel the restitution of the value of the 
junk and her cargo. 

Chung-chow is not as was stated a part of Hong* 
Kong, but is one of the small adjacent islands noted 
as a haunt of pirates. 



The crews of the two junks seized at Cumsingmoon 
by the U. S. schooner *' Dolphin** — ^then handed over 
to our authorities— discharged by the Chief Magis- 
trate— 4igain arrested on a warrant from his ezcel- 
lenoy the Oovemor and sent to theCowloon Mandarin 
(who had previously applied for them) have been 
examined by the Mandarin and discharged. 
. His excellen<7 has been blamed for giving up ' 
these men to the Chinese, By treaty we are bound 
to surrender Chinese criminals fleeing from justice ; 
and without inquiring very minutely whether these 
men are strictly of that eatery, we think that 
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ihe Governor was justified in pladng them at the 
disposal of their own magistrates. The Chinese 
<Aeials are quite as anxious to put down piracy as 
we are— perhaps more so^and they are much better 
able to judge of the guilt or innocence of the accused. 
The mandarins are corrupt and open to bribery ; but 
while this laxity offers a way by which many crimi- 
nals escape justice^ it holds out no inducement to 
punish the innocent The men were only criminal 
to the extent that they were serving on board vessels 
engaged in traffiddng with pirates, and fortius their 
employer is mainly responsible; it appears to U8» 
howeveri that the vessels and cargoes inighi have 
been condemned, though we cannot regret that this 
was not done by the authorities of Hong-Kong. '^ 



(K.) 

On two occasions recently, by a stretch of autho- 
rity which none of her Migesty's ministers would 
venture to exercise, Chinese prisoners^ against whom 
no charge could be made out before our courts, have 
been handed over to their own authorities, to be dealt 
with as these might see fit First, there were the 
men captured by the '' Canton** steamer at Tien-paak, 
who were at any rate as much pirates as those who 
were killed at the same place; but after undergoing 
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a ri^d examination before tbe Chief Magistratey he 
found no cause for committing them for trial, and 
they must have been liberated^ but for the Qovemor's 
order that thej should be sent to Canton. 

The next occasion occurred with the suspected 
pirates ' taken at Cumsingmoon by the U.S. ship 
^Plymouth,** and by the courtesy of Commodore 
Odsinger, handed oyer to Captain Hay of the ''Co- 
lumbine,** who was sent by Captain Troubridge to 
receive them. Again, no crime could be substan- 
tiated against those men; yet on their discharge by 
the magistrate, they were re-apprehended on a war 
rant from the Oovemor as Superintendent of Trade, 
by yirtue of which, the men and the property found 
in their possession were given up to the Chinese, 
who, we now learn, after investigating tbe case, have 
set the men at liberty, and given up the property to 
the owners, the principal one being the woman A-keu; 
who, however, complains that the property has 
dwindled down since it was taken from her. 

In this last case it is understood that communica- 
tions passed between the Plenipotentiaries regarding 
the prisoners, and that Seu assented to, if he did not 
demand, their surrender; nevertheless, without deny- 
ing that something may be said in hvowc of the 
expediency of such stretches of power, we still hold 
that ihey are unconstittttional, and of dangerous pre- 
cedent 
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(L.) 

The Qaeen of Portugal has bestowed the order of 
*^ Our Lady of the Conoeption," on M. de Montigny^ 
French Consul at Shanghae, for assistance and pro- 
tection rendered bj him to a Portuguese lorcha burnt 
by Chinese pirates. 

The particulars of this case were given in No. 201 
of the China Mail, December 21, 1848. 

Two fishing-boats with their crews were carried off 
from Fing-hoiy on the 12th ultimo. 

A boat was plundered near Loong-shun<wan on 
the 21sty and two of her crew taken away. 

Cheong-akum, residing at Eow-loon, was coming 
from Aberdeen to Victoria, and when near Pok-foo- 
lum, was attacked by twelve men armed with bwotSb, 
ice, who plundered him of three dollars and some of 
his clothing. 

China Mail, Oct. 25, 1849. 

Chun-atuk — Highway robbery, being a/rmecL 

Ho-Asow, druggist at Chek-chu, was on his way 
to Victoria in company with another man, on ISth 
August; and when on the hill above the Wong-nei- 
chung, was attacked by three men, one armed with a 
stick, the other two with spears, who demanded his 
money, and took from him 100 cash and some cloth- 
ing. Identifies the prisoner as the man who carried 
the bludgeon. Did not give information to the 
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police till after the prisoner was apprehended, when 
he recognised his clothes. 

Ho-ASSAM was with the former when they were 
attacked. Two held him, while the other robbed his 
companion. Identifies the prisoner as the robber 
who was armed with a bludgeon. The following day 
he met the prisoner, and called out to a policeman, 
by whom the thief was taken into custody with some 
of the stolen clothes in his possession. 

DoxiKGOS Antonio, native police constable, was 
on duty near the Seaman's Hospital, when he saw the 
prisoner running pursued by two Chinamen, and 
apprehended him. He had the bundle in Court in 
his hand, but dropped it on the road when seized. 

Prisoner states in defence^ that he had a fishnstall 
at Chek-ehu, and the first witness was due him 453 
cash, ct which he paid 258; that on the day in ques- 
tion he met his witness in the Wong-nei-chong and 
asked him for the balance^ and he having no money, 
offered the clothes instead. 

Vbbdiot.— 6W&y. Sentence to Tranapariaiian 
/crjifteen yean. [This was the prisoner's second ^ 
offence, he having been previously imprisoned for 
three months by decision of the Chief Magistrate.] 



Lux-AHXB and four others— Air^fafy and Afh 
duiCiion. 

„ Cbxang-atixox, chandler, at HapJe4ow, (the small 
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ialand opposite Shek-pai-wan), remembers the 15ili 
September, when his house was attacked aboat mid- 
idght by ten or twelve armed men, who forced an 
entrance through the wall, and after severely wound* 
ing him in the hand ii^ith asword, carriedoff his wife, 
also 73 dollars and a box of dothes. He could see 
the men plainly by the light of a lantern which they 
carried, and identifies the five prisoners, whom he 
previously knew by sights while they were employed 
as (municipal) watchmen. Lum-atuck was the man 
who wounded him. One of his friends named A-taek 
went to Lantow and ransomed witness's wife for 65 
dollars, and she only returned yesterday (the 22nd.} 
Witness came into Victoria in search of the burglars^ 
but could not find them. He then retiuned to Aber^ 
deen, and discovered the five prisoners in three dif- 
ferent houses — ^in the first was Lum-atuok, the box 
of clothes and the sword; in the second, Lum-ayee; 
in the third, the other prisoners. A sash which had 
been stolen was found on the person of Lum-«tuck 
when he was taken. 

A-'kg, wife of the preceding witness, was in the 
house when it was broken into by a number of men, 
who carried three lanterns. They stole her braceleta 
and some of her husband's clothings and carried her 
otL She recognises some of the clothing now in 
Court as her husband's property. She was taken on 
board a boat, and brought into "Victoria, and was 
afterwards again put on board the boat and taken to 



pnwf) -in^gumi 



"?) ? g?zl ' d" g yCW g 



246 APPENDIX 

Lantow. Her husband was wounded in the hand 

with A sword by Lum-atuck, and she herself bruised. 

Identifies aU the five prisoners — knew them by sight 

before — had every opportunity of recognising them 

while in their custody — ^they accompanied her on 

board the boat — did not blindfold her — ^were with 

her in the house where she was confined — and were 

of the party of ten wh6*accompanied her to Lantow. 

'No-AHnro, shipwright, liyes next door to (in the 

neighbourhood of) the complainant. On the night 

in question he heard a noise of thieves breaking into 

'j the house of Cheong-otuck, and on looking out, saw 

; ten or twelve men running away. (Prisoners say 

) this witness is not a shipwright) 

j Lux-ATXJVO, is in the employ of first witness, and 

remembers the night when the house was broken into 

I by thievefl^ who carried off his master's wife and some 

property, and wounded his master in the hand. 

^ Cannot identify any of the burglars, as they blmd- 

foldedhim. 

,' BoBBBT Macxsnzib, scTgeant of police at Shek- 

' pai-wan, on the night in question accompanied com- 

I plainant to his house, which had been broken into, 

and the man's wife, 72 dollars, and some clothing 

taken away. As he could not find any trace of the 

{ boat that night, he returned home. On the 20th, 

three days after the robbeiy, Cheang-otuck came to 

the Station and informed him that some of the rob- 

.ben were then in the village. He went with com- 
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plainaut In the first house they found nothing; but 
in the second house was Lum-atuck with the sash 
and sword, in another house prisoner No. 2 (Lum- 
ahee), and the three others with the box in a watch- 
man's house. The prisoners were formerly munici- 
pal police^ but had been discharged. 

The first witness in defence, said he was accused 
through spite; the second, that the Chinese who 
apprehended him offered to let him off on payment 
of three dollars; the third, that he dealt in fish, and 
had refused to give the complainant credit. [The 
defence made by the other two was not taken down.] 
The jury could not agree upon a verdict, and were 
therefore locked up from four in the afternoon till 
two P.X. next day, when they were discharged, and^ 
new jury empaneUed to try the case over again; but' 
on the second trial, the Chief-jusdce pointed out sa 
many contradictions between the statements then 
made by the two principal witnesses, and those they 
had given the previous day, that the jury without 
retiring gave a verdict of AequiUal 

On the 22nd, other two boats were carried off by 
the pirates from Fing-hoi. 

A fishing-boat, while in the neighbourhood of 
lioong-shin-woo on the 22nd, was attacked by pirates^ 
who carried off the wife and child of the owner, with 
four of the crew, as well as the boat, containing 200 
doUars and a quantity of rice. 
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(M.) 
China MaO, Oct. 25, l&i9. 

Last week the Friend 0/ China contained an im- 
posing account of the discoveiy of the murderers of 
Oaptain Da Costa and Lieutenant Dwyer, at Cfhek- 
ehu. The story was beUeyed by many; but suspect- 
ing^ from some of the particulars given, that much of 
it was apocryphal, we have since made inquirieSi 
which convince us that the Friend^i romance can 
scarcely even be considered as ''founded on facts.** 
The following appears to be the true version of the 
affidr ; but as our readers will find it much tamer than 
the iViemffi we subjoin the hitter as a bonne bauche. 

On the 15th instant, information having been re- 
ceived at Chek-chu Barracks that a deserter from the 
Ceylon Kfle B^iiment, was harbouring near Wong- 
maou-kok, the scene of the tragedy of Febnuuy last, 
a company of the Bifles was ordered out under Lieut 
Layard, and surrounding the hill, succeeded in appre- 
hending the man, who was identified, and who after- 
wards gave information about another deserter, who 
had sold a rifle to the head of the Triad society at 
Shek-o. The party thereupon proceeded to that vil- 
lage^ where a rifle and a rifle lock were found, and 
two men taken into custody. On tho 17th instant, 
they were charged before the Chief Magistrate with 
receiving stolen property, it being proved that the 
xifle and lock belonged to her Migesty; and according 
to the evidence of the deserter, the prisoners had been 
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oorresponding with pirates, one of them haying ao- 
tually been with Chui-apoo's lieutenant in the recent 
engagement with the British men-of-war. The Chief 
Magistrate ordered them to find bail for their appear- 
ance both before the Admiralty and Supreme Courti 
to answer any charges which might be preferred 
against them. 

At Chek-chuy the deserter spoken of (a Chinese by 
birth) pointed out five other men as being in the 
habit of supplying the pirates with arms, ammunition, 
and stores. They were taken into custody, and 
brought before the Chief Magistrate, who ordered 
them also to find bail for their appearance at the 
Admiralty Sessions. 

From further information giren by this same 
deserter, Mr. May, with a body of police and an escort 
of the Ceylon Bifles, accompanied by their informant^ 
searched the villages of Sai-wan, Shek-o, Hok-tsui, 
and Chek-chu, and at the first apprehended three men 
who were pointed out by the deserter as being 
pirates. Nothing whatever of a suspicious nature^ 
however, was found in the villages. On the 24thy 
the three men were examined before the Chief Magis- 
trate, who remanded them to the Petty Sessions. 

The Friend says, that two Chinese were unavoid- 
ably shot in attempting to escape; but the men 
themselves dedare that they were wounded in the 
house. That some of the prisoners had been in com- 
munication with Shap-ng-tsai andChui-apoo is asserted 
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by the deserter Tow-»-1iey otherwise Mahommed 
Sally; but there is no proof nor confession of their 
complicity in the murder of Da Costa and Dwyer, 
much less that they had "arranged to massacre the 
wholeof the officers of the garrison the same night 
these unfortunate gentlemen were killed.** r — 



(N.) 

Hong-Eong RegiiUr, 29th October, 1849, on the 
death of & Francis Collier, thus writes :— 

* One of the last acts of this lamented officer, (and 
he never did a more useful or humane one in the 
course of his long life), was to repeal the following 
mischievous memorandum of Sir Thomas Cochrane^ 
on the subject of Piracy in these seas. A memo- 
randum whidi, in tying up the hands of the com* 
manders of her Majesty's ships, has cost thousands 
of innocent lives, and brought the murderer, who 
IcnowB no men^, into the yery harbour of Hong* 
Kong.** 
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• ** Hastivgs/' at Hono-Eovo, 

M aeto6er, 1849. 

Iki ^ CAfMM Piraiiedl VeueU captured and detiroyed 
by ker Ift^eify's 8kip§t between ike manihe^Maf 
and October, 1849. 
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(P.) T 

JBxtraeti/ram the PMn Oaeette, rdaUng to Pirates. 

FuH-xiBir.^— lia-yueii-koy Gorernor-genenil of this 
and the ftdjoining proTinoe of Ch€h-kiangy recom- 
mends that an officer of the rank of Major, now in 
charge of an important post at Chin-chew, should 
sacoeed to an officer reoentlj appointed to the charge 
of Min-ngan, at the month of the river Min. The 
former has distinguished himself much in Chin-diew, 
which is described to be, a district in which ''the hills 
and the seas are confusedly intermingled; the habits 
of the people, yiolent and fierce; and where cases are 
constantly occurring of armed affirajs, robberies, and 
captures of persons with a view to the exaction 
of ransom.** The nominee has not completed his 
third year of service in his present rank, but his 
promotion is submitted to the consideration of his 
Majesty, as he has heretofore always approved 
similar recommendations, when the post to be filled 
was an important one, and none of the same rank as 
the nominee, who might have completed the required 
term, were considered to be his equals incompetence. 



(local.) 

Casttoit.— The Dattif Camion Oirejular of the 28th 
September, announces the arrival of 101 pirates from 



dbyGoogk 



APPENDDL 253 

Tang-kiang, the district adjoining Tin-p&k on the 
East On the 29th, the gaoler reported that he had 
exposed the heads of certain pirates in the district of 
Pwan-yn, as he had been directed, for example's 
sake. 

Jxk The Circular of the 6ih Oct— Wang-tinsiuen, 
expectant of the office of King-lih to a Brefecti 
appeared to report his retom from Macao, whither he 
had been sent with the head of Shin-chi-liang, and 
the head and hand of the barbarian chief. 

Printed handbiU, received 11th Oct— On the 26ih 
September, a barbarian trading boat was plundered 
off Ss'-tss-sh&n by some pirates, who killed the master, 
and drove into the sea ten or more of the crew, 
carrying off eleven chests of opium, and upwards of 
2000 dollars. A steamer of the barbarians pursued, 
but only took nineteen of the pirates, whom they 
handed over to the Assistant Magistrate of Nanhae, 
'to be taken to the Qovemor-general's Court for trial 
and punishment 

[This was of course the "Mayflower.'^ 

A correspondent^ not a very high authority in such 
a matter, writes from Canton that the Kwang-hieh, 
a military officer of high rank in this Department of 
Kwang-chau, fell in with Shap-ng-tsai somewhere 
about the 5th instant The pirate sank two of the 
Qovemment vessels. 
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<Q.) 
From the China Matt, OeL i, 1849. 

An article on the Canton City question, which we 
inserted a week or two ago, had been cat ont ^d 
sent to us by a friendi upon whose authority we attri- 
buted it to the Jcwmal dea DebaU. This, however, 
we find to be a mistake, having since seen the article 
in La Pretse, which seems to devote a good deal of 
attention to a&irs in China. Its issue of the 23rd 
June gives narratives of the W!ong-maou-kok tragedy, 
(the &cts being pretty closely adhered to, though set 
off with dramatic effect), and of the piratical attack 
on the Lorch% in which were M. Pag^s, Secretary to 
the French L^ation, and Sig. Orense, the Spanish 
Mul Agent. This latter subject had, it seeins, been 
previously officially noticed in the Maniteuri and the 
editor of La Fre89$ thus quizzcfsi the description .there 
given : — , 

''The Captain, with nearly all the crew, imme- 
diately jumped into the sea, and found refuge by 
swimming to a small boat that the Lorcha was towing 
astern of her, by means of a long rope, unobserved, 
perhaps, by the Chinese pirates. The Spanish agent 
and his fellow traveller were sleeping in the cabin. 
Awakened and startled out of his sleep by the noise, 
and clouds of black and dense smoho, M. Pag6s came 
on deck in his shirt, and there bebg attacked with 
sword-thrusts, he threw himself into the sea, where 
the ropefirom the small boat served to hold him unon 
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the water, and eventually to join the captam and 
orew. It was the only reasonable plan that eoold 
have aooceeded : but is it not ridiculous that the 
itoniUwr should hare applied to this flight the term, 
&lse as pompous, of ' Aaroiorwiftancs T** 



(R.) 

Ths CHiinBSB Navy. — ^The Qovemor-general at 
Fuhkeen and C9ie-keang reports having despatched a 
number of powerful war-junks, under command of 
the Admiral, against the pirates of those seas, by 
which the latter were driven out of the province 
towards Namoa, where they were encountered by the 
squadron of that place, which, after a stout resistance 
on the part of the desperadoes, succeeded in sinking 
one of their junks, killing three, and capturing four- 
teen of the crew. A few days afterwards, two more 
of the pirate vessels feU into the hands of the man- 
darins, and were burnt This being the only instance 
for manyyearsof a victoxy having been gained by the 
Imperial Fleet over the buccaneers, all those o£Scen 
who distmguished themselves will be rewarded. One 
naval cadet, who was killed in the act of boarding 
the enemy, has been promoted to the posthumous 
rank of lieutenant^ and his relations will receive the 
sum of money granted to the friends of those who fell 
'in battle. 
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